Triumph for DRC 


The new Disability Rights Commission (DRC) has won its first court battle for an 


accountant with mental health problems. 


Pravin Kapadia, a senior 
accountant with the London 
Borough of Lambeth, was 
retired on medical grounds 
after he became depressed. 

In June the Court of Appeal 
upheld a decision by an 
employment appeal tribunal 
(EAT) that Mr Kapadia was 
disabled under the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

The EAT had overturned an 
earlier employment tribunal 
decision that Mr Kapadia was 
not disabled. 

Lambeth Council took the 
case to the Appeal Court to 
contest the EAT ruling. The 
DRC backed Mr Kapadia, who 
had worked in Lambeth’s 
financial department for seven 
years. 

Deciding that Mr Kapadia 
was disabled, the judges ordered 
future tribunals to consider 
whether someone is disabled at 
the time of the alleged discrimi- 


nation, not at the time of trial. 
This will help people whose 
level of disability fluctuates. 

The judges also said employ- 
ment tribunals would have to 
pay careful attention to the 
medical evidence given on 
behalf of disabled people. 

The case will now go back to 
an employment tribunal, which 
will consider Mr Kapadia’s 
claim of unfair dismissal and 
disability discrimination. 

Mr Kapadia said: “This is 
terrific news for disabled peo- 
ple. I would encourage any- 
body with a mental health 
problem who thinks they are 
being discriminated against to 
seek help and support with 
their case.” 

The DRC was set up in 
April. Its role includes concilia- 
tion and enforcement in cases 
of disability discrimination. 

Bert Massie, DRC chairman, 
said: “This shows that, while 


the DRC is always interested in 
working with people, we are 
also prepared to enforce dis- 
abled people’s rights in the 
courts at any level of the legal 
process.” 

Simon Foster, principal 
solicitor at mental health char- 
ity Mind, said: “This has 
got to be in the interests of 
people with disabilities in gen- 
eral. We are delighted that the 
DRC has chosen a mental 
health case. It reminds the 
world that mental health is 
covered under the DDA.” 

Tara Mukherjee, president 
of the Confederation of Indian 
Organisations (UK), said: “It 
is encouraging that disabled 
people from an ethnic back- 
ground can rely on the DRC.” 

Lambeth Council would not 
comment on the merits of Mr 
Kapadia’s claim until the sec- 
ond employment tribunal 
makes its decision. 
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Standing out in the crowd: More than 1,500 people turned up for 


the biggest ever mental health protest at the Houses of Parliament 
on 7 June. The Mental Health Alliance lobby was calling for a 


rights-based Mental Health Act. 
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Bakare Beds Ltd., Unit 8, Bell Park, Bell Close, 


Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH. 
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NHS care 
slammed 


NHS care and rehabilitation 
treatment is inadequate, accord- 
ing to a new report* from the 
Royal College of Physicians. 
The report, published on 7 
June, calls for extra treatment 
centres and more rehabilitation 
beds. It argues that more and 
better allocated funding could 
result in improved services, and 
emphasises the role NHS reha- 
bilitation plays in enhancing 
the well-being and social par- 
ticipation of disabled people. 
Dr Linda Marks, chair of the 
Joint Specialty Committee in 
Rehabilitation Medicine, said: 
“Disabled people often feel that 
services provided for them 
come at the bottom of the 
National Insurance list.” 
Richard Parnell, 
manager at disability charity 
“We hope the rec- 


research 


Scope, said: 
ommendations will form part 
of the Prime Minister’s plans 
for the new NHS.” 
*www.rcplondon.ac.uk 


\for a free no obi quote. 


e Direct from manufacturer 


e Next day installation 
available 


e New or reconditioned 
e Rent or Buy 


e Free home trial 


NOW 
AVAILABLE IN 


IRELAND 


in partnership with 
Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund 
Charity No:209631 


| ACORN > 


STAIRLIFTS 


www.acornstairlifts.com 


Peive YOUR LIFE .A LIFT ® 


MARION BULL 


2 News 


DisabilityNOW 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Published by Scope 


Editor Mary Wilkinson 
Assistant Editor Sally Brown 
Reporter Rod Hermeston 
Layout Sub Laura Strong 
Editorial/Administrative 
Assistant Dan Batten 
Production Editor 

Damien Vessey 

Scope, 6 Market Road 

London N7 9PW 

Editorial: 020 7619 7323 

Fax: 020 7619 7331 

Minicom: 020 7619 7332 
E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
Regular contributors 

Paul Darke, Ann Darnbrough, 
Tanni Grey-Thompson, 

Simon Minty, Adam Reynolds, 
Rebecca Reynolds, 

Marion Stanton, Gioya Steinke 


Advertising Manager 
Richard Gresham 

Tel: 020 7619 7336 

E-mail: richard.gresham@scope.org.uk 
Marketing/Sales Executive 
Patrick Durham-Matthews 

Tel: 020 7619 7320 

E-mail: patrick.durham_matthews@ 
scope.org.uk 

Sales Administrative 
Assistant Jennifer Atherton 
Tel: 020 7619 7120 


Marketing/Circulation 
Manager Judith Reid 
Circulation Assistant 
Melanie Mangham 
Subscriptions hotline 
Tel: 020 7619 7317 

E-mail: dnsubs@scope.org.uk 
eVDEC 


Voluntary Sector Services, 
Centurion Press Limited, 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, 
Tel: 01923 891000 


MMC, Octagon House, White 


Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6HR 


The Insignis range of 
Cots and Box Beds 
are made with quality, 
durability and ease of 
use in mind. 


_J All beds are CE 


marked and offer 
safe surroundings 
to all users. 

I Electric raising and 
lowering systems 
ensure less strain 
on carers. 


_] Compact sizes available. 


Contents 


News 
Stories 
Health news 
News focus 
Sport 


Features 
Comment 13 


Parent’s voice 14 
Profile 17 
Gardening 18 
Letters to the editor 20 
Holocaust 21 
Up for grabs 22 
Just the job 24 


Arts 25 
Out and about 26-28 
Freedom in Focus 29 
Share your problems 30 
Fun and games 32 
Information 33-34 
Classified 35-39 


Motoring supplement 
Smart test-drive 

Comment 2-3 
Roadshow preview 

Mobility centres 

Road tests 

Assistive devices 

Checkout 


Front page: Sofie Henshall 
with her mother Debbie. See 
Parent’s voice, page 14. 

© Richard Stanton 


ISSN 0958-4676 

The views expressed in Disability Now 
are not necessarily those of Scope. 
Copyright © 2000 Scope 


No material may be reproduced, amended or 
published, in any format, without the prior 
permission of the Editor. 


While we strive to maintain the highest 
standards in reproduction, Disability Now and 
FE Burman cannot be held responsible for 
picture quality. 


f= 22,196 “Om 


M8 1/3/98 - 30/7/99 


I Special adaptations can be accommodated. 
I A variety of models are available. 
I Perfect for use within private homes or hospitals. 


We also supply homecare beds and powered standing frames. 


For more information or a free demonstration, 
please telephone Insignis on 


01628 776070 or 0141 889 1289 


Disabilitynow July 2000 


res z = 
= LiZees Sg 


FERAL 


Bunny in Braille: Nathaniel Roberts from the Royal National Institute for the Blind’s Sunshine House 
School in Middlesex helped author Dick Bruna read from one of two new Braille and tactile versions of 
his children’s Miffy books. The internationally famous white rabbit is 45 years old this year. 


Poor access in Brusse 


A group of disabled people 
invited to Brussels to observe 
the drafting of a new European 
anti-discrimination bill were 
faced with inaccessible door- 
ways, unhelpful airport staff 
and a blocked entrance to their 
hotel’s adapted bathroom. 

The delegation from the 
West Midlands-based group 
Disability Access Charter flew 
to the Belgian capital in June as 
guests of Liberal Democrat 
Euro MP Liz Lynne to observe 
a hearing of the European 
Article 13 directive against dis- 
crimination. 

The group of four people, 


S 


including one wheelchair user, 
were forced to use revolving 
doors to enter the European 
Parliament building, and to 
change hotels as a bed blocked 
access to their adapted bath- 
room. They also had difficulty 
finding accommodation and 
booking restaurants. 

Ms Lynne said: “There are 
enormous problems in the way 
we treat disabled people in this 
building and in the facilities 
offered in Brussels generally. It’s 
a scandal. I welcome the 
prospect of Article 13 going 
ahead, but it is vital that we put 
our own house in order first.” 


UK man bears 
Olympic torch 


A 23-year-old man _ with 
Down’s syndrome is the only 
British athlete to have helped 
carry the Olympic flame from 
Athens to Sydney for the 2000 
Olympics. 

Greg Silvester from Wolver- 
hampton carried the torch 
through New Zealand starting 
on 6 June. Greg, who was 
selected as the only UK torch- 
bearer after a competition 
organised by Air New Zealand, 
won four golds, two silvers and 
a bronze at the 1995 Special 
Olympics. 
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with High Headroom and Room for Two Wheelchairs. 


@ PAS @ Rear Seat Bed Conversion 
@ Many other options available in specifications. 
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News 3 


Schools access boost 
The Government has made 
£30m available to help improve 
access to schools this year. An 
estimated 1,900 schools will 
benefit from facilities including 
new ramps. A total of £100m is 
expected to be spent over the 
next three years. 

e £1.5m has been earmarked to 
help raise the basic numeracy 
and literacy skills of adults 
with learning difficulties. 


Mobility Centres cash 


Eleven English members of the 
Forum of Mobility Centres, 
which provide advice and 
assessment for disabled and 
older motorists and passengers, 
will share £1m of extra govern- 
ment funding over the next 
three years. See also page 7, 
motoring supplement. 


Train code of practice 
A draft code of practice for the 
railways calls for on-train sta- 
tion announcements, taxis to 
replace inaccessible services 
and databases of facilities at 
stations. 

Responses to Train and 
Station Services for Disabled 
Passengers, issued by the Office 
of the Rail Regulator, are need- 
ed by 28 July. Tel: 020 7282 
2000. 


Charging 
standards 
to be set 


The Government is to set 
enforceable standards for home 
care charging. 

Health Minister John 
Hutton said in May that it 
would introduce guidance so 
charging was more consistent 
and fair across the country. An 
outline of proposals would 
be available in the summer, 
he said. 

The move came after a 
report published by the Audit 
Commission found huge varia- 
tion in charging policies, with 
some disabled people forced 
below the poverty line (DN, 
June). 

Mr Hutton said: “The cur- 
rent charging methods of some 
councils are simply unaccept- 
able. 

Alison Tarrant, chair of the 
Coalition on Charging, said: 
“Enforceable national guidance 
is essential. It is clearly unfair if 
someone is paying nothing and 
somebody in another part of 
the country is paying over a 
£100 a week.” 

Poor people on Income 
Support should not be charged 
at all, she said. 


lre at access ranking 


Disability groups are angry 
after the Government asked 
them to rank facilities such as 
accessible toilets or restaurants 
by order of importance. 

The Government is carrying 
out a consultation to revise the 
section of Part M of the 
Building Regulations which 
deals with access to buildings 
other than homes. It is the first 
time this area has been looked 
at since 1992. 

In a.questionnaire, disability 
groups are also asked to rank 
things like lifts and communi- 
cation aids for deaf people. It 
then asks them to say what sort 
of buildings, such as hotels or 
offices, need these features 
most. The Government also 


Fuel fears 


Gas and electricity companies 
have mis-sold services to blind 
and visually impaired people, 
according to a nationwide 
report. Disconnected?*, pub- 
lished by the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind in June, 
found that visually impaired 
people have signed up with new 
suppliers unaware that they are 
doing so. 

*£5 tel: 0345 023 153. 


Picture this: Adam Myers 


(centre) 


, a former pavement artist and judge in the London section of the 


MICHAEL MELIA 


meas ZZ 


Young Pavement Artist Competition, met Rolf Harris (/eft) and Mark Speight (right) of the Young 
Pavement Artist Society in London on 3 June. The competition raises money for muscular dystrophy. 


Human rights 
campaign 


An international meeting of 
people with learning difficulties 
in London has launched a 
campaign calling for full 
human and civil rights. 

Over 70 people from four 
European countries attended 
the meeting hosted by the 
self-advocacy group People 
First in June. 

The campaign’s demands 
will be submitted to an interna- 
tional charter for human rights 
summit in France in June 2001. 
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Pre-built computers, or 
made to.your specification 


Furniture tailor made to 
suit your needs or rooms 
adapted 


wants the views of individuals, 
carers and the construction 
industry. 

Margaret Hickish, develop- 
ment manager of Access for 
Disabled People to Arts 
Premises Today, said: “I am 
incandescent. You do not give 
people a get-out on these 
things.” 

And Alun Francis, access 
officer at disability charity 
RADAR, said: “It seems we 
have to choose what type of 
building we want to be fully 
accessible. It beggars belief.” 

A spokesman the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment, and the 
Regions said: “A lot of existing 
buildings will not have the 


for 


Transport 


financial or structural ability to 
have every measure implement- 
ed. We are trying to find out 
disabled people’s priorities.” 

The Government also wants 
to know whether it should 
extend regulations to areas like 
car parks and whether the regu- 
lations should be changed to 
include the needs of people 
with continence problems, 
learning difficulties, fear of 
heights and other disabilities. 
For the consultation document 
or details on seminars for the 
consultation in July, contact the 
Camden Consultancy, 2 St 
Martins, Bayham Street, 
London NW1 OBD, tel: 020 
7485 6275. Questionnaires to be 
returned by 31 August. 
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The Barn (right) 
Thoughitfully designed, fully 
accessible, flexible 
accommodation for up to 9 
guests. Full board. Personal 
assistance available. 

Good home cooking. 
Refurbished to a very high 
standard. Powerchaits and 
buggies available. 


Gateway 

Is self contained offering 
self-catering accommodation 
for up to 8. Fully accessible 
groundfloor. 1 double, 1 twin 
bedroom, large bathroom, big 
kitchen, lounge. Upstairs 2 twin 
rooms plus bathroom. 
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Enjoy the peace and tranquility of 
Holton Lee, for details contact: 
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Mobility 
Products 
RAGE WA GH) 
PRICE CUIIDIE 


STAIRLIFT, BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, 
BED OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New _ Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


Call the 24 hour request line 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN0700, Freepost 


NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR. 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get caught 
out. It’s free and it’s invaluable. 
You will be sent a copy from 
your closest distributor along 
with our popular advisory 
booklet for scooters and 
powerchairs which gives you the 
important questions to ask 
before committing yourself. 
Before you choose, read and 
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4News 


A quarter of NHS hospital 
chiefs believe consultants’ pri- 
vate work leads to NHS opera- 
tions being cancelled. 

A new survey by the 
Consumers’ Association (CA) 
of 88 hospital chief executives 
found that 40 per cent believed 
private work had a negative 
impact on NHS waiting lists. 

On average consultants were 
doing two half days a week in 
private practice. Orthopaedic 


surgeons did on average ten per 
cent more private work than 
others. 

The research is to be submit- 
ted to the Commons Health 
Select Committee. It coincides 
with government plans to cut 
all waiting lists to three months. 

A CA spokesperson said: 
“The consultant contract needs 
a major overhaul. Private prac- 
tice can have a negative impact 
on NHS patients.” 


Waiting list warning 


Meanwhile, the British 
Medical Association annual 
consultants’ conference wel- 
comed plans, thought to have 
government backing, for spe- 
cialist centres which would deal 
with specific operations such as 
hip replacements and cataract 
removals. These might work 
seven days a week if necessary. 

The Government will pub- 
lish its final plans for reducing 
waiting lists in July. 


Flower people: The sun shone on the Havering Association for People with Disabilities’ annual garden 


party at the Three Elms Garden in Hornchurch, Essex, on 3 June, when guests enjoyed music, drinks 
and home-made cakes. The woodland garden has been reclaimed from wasteland by disabled people. 
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Lifting rules oppress 


Lifting rules for care workers 
are causing “disability oppres- 
sion”, according to new 
research, and they have led to 
one man trying to kill himself 
and his disabled wife. 

The amount of lifting care 
workers may do is limited 
by the Manual Handling 
Operations Regulations 1992. 

According to local research 
by Sue Cunningham of Indepen- 
dent Living Keighley in York- 
shire, the impact of this policy 
has been increased oppression 
in disabled people’s lives. 

Raymond Bouldstridge, 84, 
from Milford-on-Sea, Hamp- 
shire, tried to kill himself and 
his wife, who had Alzheimer’s 
disease, after care workers 
insisted he install a hoist. Mr 


Bouldstridge ran a hose from 
his car exhaust into his bed- 
room after writing a suicide 
note saying he had been 
warned services for his wife 
might be withdrawn. 

Mr Bouldstridge was subse- 
quently tried for attempted 
murder but was acquitted on 6 
June. 

Mr Justice Turner con- 
demned the decision to prose- 
cute and told Mr Bouldstridge: 
“I am quite satisfied that you 
are the victim of cruel and 
long-standing circumstances.” 

Harry Cayton, chief execu- 
tive of the Alzheimer’s Society, 
said: “It is a disgrace that this 
case was ever brought. I urge 
carers who are anxious or 
suicidal to seek help.” 


Euro network for disability press 


A new association aimed at 
establishing a Europe-wide net- 
work of disability publications 
and disabled journalists was 
launched in May. 

Twenty-one publishers and 
journalists from some ten 
countries met in Madrid to 
share their experiences and 
plan how they could work 
together more closely. 

Out of their talks came the 
European. Association of Dis- 
ability Communication Media, 
which will promote integration, 
improve information and work 
to raise awareness in main- 
stream media. Members will 
also encourage disabled jour- 
nalists through employment 


and work experience. One of 
the first steps will be to pro- 
duce a European guide to the 
disability media. 

DN editor Mary Wilkinson, 
a UK representative, said: “We 
have a big task, because disabil- 
ity publications and radio or 
TV programmes vary widely in 
their aims, circulation, funding 
and influence. But I see great 
opportunities for improving 
coverage of European news, 
campaigning and _ helping 
trainee journalists.” 

The meeting was hosted by 
news agency Servimedia, which 
is supported by the Spanish 
National Organisation for 
Blind People (ONCE). 
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News 5 


Melody makers: The Drake Mu 


sic Project’s David James (top left), 


Vicky Richardson, Yasim Shafi (front left) and Malcolm Allen joined 
Jools Holland (centre) at the Dome on 26 May. The performance 
was a curtain-raiser for Salsa Challenge Cuba, which will give artists 
the chance to perform in Cuba next February. Tel: 0141 337 2567. 


Thalidomide money row 


People affected by the thalido- 
mide drug are concerned that 
they will not benefit immedi- 
ately from a £2.5m yearly boost 
to their trust fund. 

The additional compensa- 
tion was announced on 1 
June by Diageo, owners of 
thalidomide’s original distribu- 
tion company Distillers, after a 
successful national campaign. 

The index-linked sum will 
pay for extra costs that may 
face people affected by thalido- 
mide as they grow older, such 
as arthritis treatment. 

However, Thalidomide UK, 
which represents people affect- 
ed by the drug, is concerned 
that individual payments 
will not increase substantially 
and will not be paid for over 
a year. 

Glenn Harrison, vice chair- 


man of the group, said: “We’re 
not dancing in the streets. For 
the last five years Diageo has 
been putting in an extra £2.5m 
and that has made a net differ- 
ence of just £200 each. The 
trust has £109m invested at the 
moment and yet nearly every 
beneficiary is struggling to 
make ends meet.” 

The Thalidomide Trust 
administers compensation for 
the 457 surviving people 
affected by the anti-morning 
sickness drug prescribed to 
expectant mothers in the 1960s. 
Recipients can apply for cash or 
goods from an average yearly 
total of just £10,000. However, 
cash payments are subject to 34 
per cent tax. 

Thalidomide UK has long 
objected to the fund system 
and the taxing of payments. 


Mr Harrison said: “We’re 
still treated like children. You 
don’t get a lump sum every 
year. If I want £10 I have to 
write a letter to the trust asking 
for it. 

3 bhe 
revamping and bringing up to 
date. Nobody questions their 
methods. They seem to be a 
law unto themselves.” 

Neil Buckland, director of 
the trust board, confirmed that 
trust recipients would not ben- 
efit from the extra payment 
this financial year. “There isn’t 


trusteeship needs 


any new money coming to the 
trust until April 2001. The 
guarantee of additional fund- 
ing may make a difference 
before new money arrives. But 
that is a matter for actuaries 
and trustees to calculate and 
determine.” 


Guide Dogs 
to cut staff 


A national guide dogs charity is 
to slash staff levels at its head 
office by 40 per cent. The Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association 
(GDBA) is to cut headquarters 
staff from 140 to 85. 

It said the move is part of an 
efficiency drive aimed at mak- 
ing more money available for 
expanded local services, such as 
mobility training for visually 
impaired people. 

An internal report in 1998 
found management was over- 
centralised and bureaucratic. 
There had also been an annual 
deficit of £10m since 1992. 

GDBA believes up to 220,000 
people could benefit from local 
mobility services. 

Geraldine Peacock, chief 
executive, said: “We owe it to 
the thousands of visually 
impaired people we do not yet 
reach to make the best use of 
resources.” 

The headquarters has about 
14 disabled staff. Redundancies 
will be voluntary and help will 
be given to find jobs. 


Win Charity Shield 
tickets! 


We have three pairs of 
tickets to give away to see 
Manchester United play 
Chelsea in the Charity Shield 
on 13 August at Wembley. 


All are for the disabled seat- 
ing area. Send your name 
and address on a postcard 
marked “Charity Shield” to 
DN, Freepost WD4323, 
London N7 9BR. Closing 
date 31 July. Normal terms 
and conditions apply. 


Heating pilot takes off 


A new energy payment package 
could help people receiving 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) and other benefits to 
heat their homes. 

A pilot of the Stay Warm ser- 
vice from energy company 
TXU Europe was launched in 
South and West Yorkshire by 
Helen Liddell, Minister for 
Energy and Competitiveness in 
Europe in May. 

Service customers will 
receive all the energy they 
need while making regular 
fixed payments based on the 


size of their home and family. 
The scheme should be 
rolled-out nationwide in 
October and is available to peo- 
ple on benefits including DLA, 
Attendance Allowance, and 
Disabled Person’s Tax Credit. 
Lorna Reith of the Disability 
Benefits Consortium said: 
“This looks like a very interest- 
ing and positive scheme. We 
will be looking forward to see- 
ing what the experiences of dis- 
abled people using it are.” 
For details, tel: freephone 0800 
1 694 694. 


NHS hears call for aids 


The first 20 hospitals to pro- 
vide digital hearing aids on the 
NHS have been announced by 
John Hutton, Minister for 
Health. 

The hospitals in England 
will be the first to benefit from 
the Government’s £4m scheme 
which will eventually be rolled 
out across the NHS. 

The Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People 
(RNID) has long called for a 
modernisation of NHS hearing 
aid services and an Audit 
Commission report published 


in March, Fully Equipped, 
highlighted the “growing gulf 
between the best hearing aids 
and what is offered to NHS 
users”. 

James Strachan, chief execu- 

tive of the RNID, said: “The 
modernisation of NHS hearing 
aid services is at long last under 
way and will ultimately benefit 
millions of deaf and hard of 
hearing people.” 
For a list of the hospitals 
involved, call the RNID 
helpline, tel: 0808 808 0123, 
textphone: 0808 808 9000. 


BP Amoco 


If you would like to learn more 


about BP Amoco p.l.c., please 


telephone our Distribution 
Services on 01202 244030 for a 
free copy of our audio cassette 


which gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 1999. 


LE EN 
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Drive for merger | Protest at genetics visitor centre 


The country’s two main organi- 
sations for disabled motorists 
are in merger talks. The 
Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club 
(DDMC) and the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association (DDA) 
were in “informal” talks as DN 
went to press. 

Ed Passant, chief executive 
of the DDMC, said: “There are 
strong grounds to argue that 
that one united organisation 
for disabled motorists would be 
a good move. It would give a 
united voice to the Government 
and in campaigning.” 

Douglas Campbell, executive 
director of the DDA, said: “If a 
merger can be agreed on the 
right terms, it must be a good 
thing for the disabled motorist.” 


But Mr Campbell warned that 
the DDMC had pulled out of a 
merger 20 years ago and he felt 
differences in the way the two 
organisations were run might 


still be a problem. Mr Passant- 


said there had been concerns 
then about the DDA’s financial 
structure but this worry no 
longer existed and the DDMC 
had made the new approach. 

Meanwhile, a MORI survey 
of DDA members for insurers 
Privilege, has found that 60 per 
cent never use public transport. 
Of the 850 members respond- 
ing, 89 per cent regularly found 
disabled parking spaces occu- 
pied by non-disabled motorists 
and four-fifths said there were 
too few disabled spaces. 


Project findings will 
aid building design 


Clear signage, technology and 
alterations can combine to 
improve access to buildings for 
disabled people, an EU-funded 
project has found. 

The Ariadne project, coordi- 
nated aos the eUK by stuc 
University of Reading, looked 
at how disabled people could 
be helped to find their way 
round the Royal Berkshire 
Hospital. It was helped by the 
Joint Mobility Unit (JMU), 
part of the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind. 
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Feedback came from 64 dis- 
abled volunteers on the benefits 
of technology giving audible 
signals, better lighting and 
design and clear signage. They 
included visually impaired peo- 
ple, wheelchair users, deaf and 
learning disabled people. 

Gill Whitney, researcher at the 
JMU, said: “From this project 
we know more about how differ- 
ent strands work together to give 
integrated accessible design. The 
findings will help improve design 
solutions in the future.” 


National Conference 
Leeds, 20-21 September 


peale 


A national conference focusing on the benefits of developing arts 
policies for Health and Social Services Departments and presenting 
the results of Artlink West Yorkshire’s Mosaic Arts and Disability 
Research Project. 


This is a must for all those: 


Providing arts access in Health and Social Services 
Contracting services 
Concerned with developing arts policies 


At the Conference: 


Presentation of the research, including assessment of the benefits and 
difficulties - national and international speakers - discussion groups 
on best practice and longterm development of arts access, 
and what should be included in arts policies - networking and the 
opportunity to experience arts and disability in practice. 


For more information (available in large print, audio and Braille), 
please contact: 


Angela Busby, Artlink West Yorkshire, 191 Belle Vue Road, Leeds 
LS3 1HG, tel/fax: 0113 243 1005, minicom: 0113 242 9094, 
e-mail: artlink.westyorks @dial.pipex.com 


ry : 
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Metropolitan Borough 
of Calderdale 


R&S Burton Trust 


executive of ICL, which will 
carry out genetics research, 
said: “Life Interactive World 
does not take a stance on genet- 
ic research. We encourage any 
about scientific 
advances to be recorded within 
our Choices Zone.” This was 
specifically set up to highlight 
the concerns about genetics 
research and has a section on 


Disabled activists in Newcastle 
demonstrated at the opening of 
a visitor centre based on genet- 
ics and biology. 

Some dressed as Nazis in the 
protest at the launch of Life 
Interactive World which opened 
part of the 


concerns 


in May as 
International Centre for Life 


(ICL). 
But Alastair Balls, chief 


Dash for cash: Former police sergeant Swasie Turner, 60, is pushing 
his Lomax manual wheelchair on the 1,000 mile journey from 
Lands End to arrive in John O’ Groats at the beginning of July, in a 
bid to raise money for the Fire Service Benevolent fund. 


Second Skin Lycra 
Splinting Clinics 


Lycra splinting is currently being used with 
both children and adults with a variety of 
neurological conditions such as Cerebral 
Palsy, CVA (Strokes), acquired head injury, 
multiple sclerosis and focal dystonia. 


Splints are custom made and individually 
designed to meet each client's specific functional needs. 
Lycra assessment clinics are held in London, 


Birmingham, Manchester and Edinburgh throughout the 
year. For information on splinting clinic dates and a 


venue near you, please ring Helen on 013! 339 8885. 
A back to school/work 

clinic will be held in 

September. 


If you would like to talk to 
a therapist about your own, 
or a family member's 
specific neurological 
splinting needs, or you 
would like a presentation 
on Second Skin Splinting in 
your area, please give 
Jenny Colegate a call on 
O13! 339 8885. 


the Nazi eugenics programme. 

Meanwhile, activists from 
the Direct Action Network 
(DAN) North East also set up 
three days of action demanding 
a Centre for Independent 
Living in Gateshead and 
Newcastle, an end to charging 
for care services and a call for 
more accessible homes to be 
built in the North East. 


Nurses 


unaware 


Nurses are not getting the 
training they need to avoid dis- 
criminating against disabled 
patients, a researcher has 
claimed. 

Philip Scullion, senior lectur- 
er in nursing at Coventry 
University, said there was anec- 
dotal evidence of hospitals fail- 
ing to meet the needs of dis- 
abled patients because nurses 
did not get disability awareness 
and equality training. 

One deafblind man, admit- 
ted to hospital for heart prob- 
lems, was unable to eat his food 
because he was not told it was 
there, he said. 

Mr Scullion said that the 
best way to tackle the problem 
was by providing equality train- 
ing at the outset. “Otherwise 
disabled people will get a sec- 
ond class service,” he said. 

But a spokesperson for the 
Department of Health said col- 
leges had been told that nursing 
students would have to learn to 
provide care in a anti-discrimi- 
natory way for disabled people, 
from September. 


Win a break 


Disabled people can win a 
weekend in London by nomi- 
nating the hotel or attraction 
which they think is the most 
accessible in England. 

The English Tourism 
Council and the Holiday Care 
Service are seeking nomina- 
tions before the 30 July closing 
date for the Tourism for All 
Award. Tel: 020 7313 2222. 


Poor diagnosis 
A man’s throat cancer went 
undiagnosed for eight months 
despite his undergoing 22 
examinations by 12 doctors. 
Steven Harley, 41, from 
Barnsley, was finally diagnosed 
in March but by then his 
tumour was too large to oper- 
ate on. He is now receiving 
chemotherapy. 
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With a little help from Merlin, Susan can do what she wants, when she wants. 


The SRS100, affectionately known by us as Merlin, is giving people with Its beauty lies in its simplicity. No need to rewire your home, no need to 


almost any disability control of their environment. People like Susan, with invest in a computer system that will be out of date as soon as its out 


high care needs can now recover their independence. of the box. The SRS100 is flexible, adaptable, and can be tailored to meet your 


exact requirements. 
It gives her the freedom to open and close doors, windows and 


curtains, switch lights and electrical appliances on and off The company behind the SRSI00 has been providing solutions for 


when she wants to. It is so versatile that it will operate her disabled people for more than 10 years and has some revolutionary 


existing TV, Hi Fi and video systems. ideas to help carers provide support remotely (telecare). This means 


that Susan’s mum can now pop to the shops without worrying - she 


The SRSI00 can be operated with a simple switch or can stay in touch and in control with her mobile phone. 


joystick using finger, limb movements or as little as the 


blink of an eye. It brings control back to a wide range of If you would like to know more about the SRS100 (Merlin) or have 


questions about how this technology might help you, call John Shermer 
on 01922 456882 or email sales@srstechnology.co.uk. 


disabled or elderly people. Working on radio and infra red 
technology it can operate from anywhere in the home. 


TECHNOLOGY 
Yes, you can. 


www.srstechnology.co.uk 
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8 News review 


DN gives a round-up of some of the disability stories that have appeared in the media over the past few weeks 


Women in Down’s scare! NHS ‘stacked against old’ 


A computer software fault has 
led to over 100 women in 
Yorkshire being given the 
wrong advice about the likeli- 
hood of their unborn babies 
having Down’s syndrome. 

The 154 women, receiving 
care from Northern General 
NHS Trust, were told they were 
a low risk when in fact they 
were in the NHS high-risk cate- 
gory. The women, who were in 
their 18-35th week of pregnancy, 
were told they could have a test 


to determine the status of their 
babies, but this would be 
riskier than at earlier stages of 
their pregnancy. 

Parents of children with 
Down’s syndrome have claimed 
the incident has highlighted 
negative attitudes towards peo- 
ple with the condition. Suzanne 
Buxton from Nottingham, 
whose son Jack, 12, has Down’s 
syndrome, felt so strongly 
about it she wrote to the Times. 

“T get annoyed when some- 


Campaign calls for 


A campaign calling for better 
compensation for children 
damaged by childhood vaccina- 
tions has been supported by the 
Daily Express. 

Children who have brain 
injury as a result of reactions 
to vaccines including diph- 
theria, tetanus and whooping 
cough can at present only 
expect to receive a maximum 
one-off payment of £40,000 
if they are proven to be 80 
per cent disabled and if they 
claim within six years of 
vaccination. 

The Vaccine Victims’ Support 
Group (VVSG) is calling for 
compensation in line with other 
damages sums to pay for the 


IMCONTI 


vaccine payout boost 


future care of the children. 

The group is also pushing 
for compensation for children 
damaged by an experimental 
whooping cough vaccine tested 
without parents’ consent in 
1948-56. 

The Government admitted 
responsibility in 1979, but in 
many cases parents only 
received a £10,000 “interim” 
payment. 

Dennis Child, treasurer of 
the VVSG, said: “People have 
given up their lives to caring for 
these people and are now wor- 
ried about what will happen 
when they die. We would like 
to see better payments to pro- 
vide for their care.” 
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Everyone has a basic human right 


(o be clean and dry! 


Would you like: 


e FREE home visit by a specialist independent continence 
appliance nurse to discuss your specific needs and show you the 


very latest products. 


FREE next day delivery to your door in discreet packaging of 


all your catheters, leg bags and sheaths. 


FREE collection of your prescription from your doctor. We will 
even get any changes you require made for you. 


IT WILL COST YOU ABSOLUTELY NOTHING — 


all our 


services are completely FREE to you, there is no catch or small 


print, just a friendly professional service. 


To find out more contact Heidi on: 


FREEPHONE 0800-7 sees 


JADE-EURO-MED LIMITED 


Unit 14 Old Church Road Industrial Estate 


East Hanningfield 
Chelmsford 

Essex, CM3 8BG 
Tel: 01245 400413 
Fax: 01245 401415 


body says ‘Oh dear, you could 
have a Down’s child.’ I feel like 
saying, ‘Come and look at 
Jack.’ There’s nothing wrong 
with a Down’s child.” 

David Congdon, director of 
public affairs at Mencap, said: 
“Mencap respects people’s right 
to make a choice — an informed 
choice — with balanced infor- 
mation about disability. It is 
absolutely critical that women 
realise that termination is not 
the only answer.” 


Every which way 


Actor Clint Eastwood is calling 
for changes to the Americans 
with Disabilities Act after being 
sued by a woman who claimed 
that his 32-room Mission 
Ranch Hotel did not comply 
with the law. A bill currently 
being considered in the USA 
would allow defendants to be 
given notice of legal action and 
90 days to comply with the law. 
See also page 10. 


Cartoon time 

The satellite and cable channel 
Cartoon Network UK is to 
introduce the country’s first 
regular signed cartoon service 
for deaf children. Signer Daryl 
Jackson will sign in an amusing 
way designed to appeal to deaf 
and hearing children alike. 


Over three-quarters of GPs 
believe age rationing occurs in 
the NHS, according to a report 
by Age Concern. 

Turning Your Back on Us: 
Older People and the NHS* 
also found that half of GPs 
have concerns about how 
the NHS will treat them in 


old age. 
Sally Greengross, director 
general of Age Concern 


England, said: “GPs, the gate- 
keepers, of the NHS, are 
painting a grim picture of a 
service which is stacked against 
older people.” 


A Department of Health 
(DoH) spokesperson said: 
“Forty per cent of NHS 
resources are dedicated to car- 
ing for elderly people and we are 
commited to making sure that 
that care is the best it can be. 

“The DoH is developing a 
blueprint of care for older peo- 
ple, which will set national 
standards of care. This will 
address issues of concern to 


’ older people, including access 


to services. The task is now to 
ensure this delivers the 
improvements we intend.” 

* £5, tel: 020 8765 7203. 


CHRIS ISON/PA 


Hats off to her: Student Helen Smith, 25, who had her arms and 
legs amputated after contracting meningococcal septicaemia, took 
to the catwalk for charity in Fareham, Hampshire on 18 May. 


Home & Away 
with Continence 


Comfort 600m! leg bag soft 
flexible inlet tubes and choice 
of taps 


Big Bendi Bag 
designed for 
wheelchair users 
Amassive 1300ml 
capacity (also in 
700ml) yet discreet 
beneath clothing 


Discreet Thigh Bag 
worn high on the 

thigh, discreet 
“under swimming 
costumes and short 
clothing 


Does your urinary sheath come off? 
Call us for advice — we have 11 sizes, from a child’s up. 


Leg bags are for catheter & urinary sheath users. 
Bags & sheaths are all available on prescription’. 


g BEFORE USE 


AFTER USE 


Pocket/handbag sized reusable portable urinals. 
(male & female versions available). 
£11.95 + £1.50 p&p 


For free sample* call Stephen Burns, one of our customer advisers & product 


user on: 0191 291 0166 or write to: Manfred Sauer UK, DN Customers, 
38 Devon Road, Chirton Grange, North Shields NE29 8PL 


Mencap 
backs court 
Sterilisation 
overturn 


A decision to let the mother of 
a 29-year-old woman with 
learning difficulties have her 
daughter sterilised has been 
overturned in the Court of 
Appeal. Dame Elizabeth Butler- 
Sloss reversed the High Court 
decision (DN, March) in May 
and said the woman should be 
fitted with a coil instead. 

Dame Butler-Sloss added: 
“The patient has the right, if she 
cannot choose herself, not to 
have drastic surgery imposed 
upon her unless, or until, it has 
been demonstrated that it is in 
her best interest.” 

Richard Kramer, Mencap’s 
head of campaigns, said: “This 
judgement is clearly in the best 
interests of the daughter. 
Mencap believes that sterilisa- 
tion cannot be in a person’s best 
interest if based on social rather 
than health grounds.’ 
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Genes 
discovery 


Scientists in Edinburgh have dis- 
covered two genes causing a 
high incidence of schizophrenia 
in a Scottish family. 

This is the first time that any 
genes have been pinpointed, but 
the researchers stress that there 
could be more than 100 involved 
and that environmental factors 
also play a part. Twelve mem- 
bers of the family have mental 
illness but others carrying the 
gene do not. 

David Porteous, professor of 
medical genetics at the 
University of Edinburgh, said: 
“At the moment all drug treat- 
ments have side effects. We hope 
there will be a better chance of 
developing more effective treat- 
ments with a better understand- 
ing of the underlying causes.” 

Meanwhile Professor 
Michael Crawford, director of 
the Institute of Brain Chemistry 
and Human Nutrition at North 
London University, has called on 
the public to eat more oily fish 
like sardines and trout to com- 
bat depression. He said there 
had been an increase in depres- 
sion over the last two decades 
and trials in the USA have found 
derivatives of the oils helped. 


Dyslexia clinic bid | Nerve tests plan for 
Spinal injuries 


A US doctor plans to open a UK 
clinic to treat dyslexia with trav- 
el sickness pills and vitamins. 

Psychiatrist and neurologist 
Harold Levinson from New 
York believes dyslexia is linked 
to difficulties with the cerebel- 
lum, a part of the brain which 
fine tunes the senses, balance 
and movement. This is not the 
thinking part of the brain but he 
says scrambled information can 
lead to reading and balance 
problems . 

“If the signals are impaired 
then the thinking brain can be 
intact and gifted but have diffi- 


culty dealing with the informa- 
tion,” he said. 

He will be opening a clinic 
in Leamington Spa in the next 
four months charging £600 a 
treatment. 

He said combining the treat- 
ment with special tutoring 
could lead to improvements in 
up to 90 per cent of people 
with dyslexia. 

But a spokesperson for the 
British Dyslexia Association, 
said: “Only a thorough assess- 
ment revealing all a child’s diffi- 
culties will offer the best oppor- 
tunity for success later in life.” 


ANDREW FOX/THE INDEPENDENT 


Balanced approach: Dr Levinson checks the balance of eight-year-old 
Dominic Grimshaw as part of his dyslexia treatment 


An Italian doctor plans to con- 
nect leg nerves in people with 
spinal injuries to the spinal cord 
above the injury to try and 
restore walking. 

Speaking at an international 
conference organised by the 
Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital in June, Professor 
Giorgio Brunelli, president of 
the Foundation for Research on 
Spinal Cord Lesions, told how 
he has already taken a major 
nerve from the arms of people 
with spinal cord injuries and 
redirected it to the leg muscles. 
This has already allowed limit- 
ed walking with frames. 

He told DN: “Nobody has 
ever allowed a paraplegic to 


walk by their own volition 
without electrical stimulation.” 

But Professor Brunelli has 
since taken nerves in the legs of 
monkeys and attached them to 
the spinal cord above the break- 
age. This allows even more 
nerve impulses to be sent. He 
will carry out two operations 
on humans this year. 

Professor Wise Young, direc- 
tor of the W M Keck Centre for 
Collaborative Neuroscience, is 
also predicting that people with 
spinal injuries would be walk- 
ing within five years as a result 
of a combination of therapies 
that allow the spinal cord to 
regenerate itself and to be pro- 
tected. 


Rat’s ear hair is good news 


American researchers have 
grown hair cells in the ears of 
rats in research which could 
mean the end of cochlear 
implants. 

The researchers, led by Dr 
Wei-Qiang Gao and Lisa Zheng 
at California-based biotechnol- 
ogy company Genentech, used 
implanted genes called Math1. 


Hair cells are vital for hearing 
and balance. Hair cell loss is a 
major cause of deafness, as the 
cells do not normally regrow in 
mammals. 

With Math] the rat’s hair cells 
grew and the researchers said 
the next step was to see 
whether the technique would 
work in adult mammals. 


ee Sore entlivingevents.co.uk 


Enjoy a great day out and discover the latest products to help make life 
easier. All the leading manufacturers will be there, offering you great 
choice and service and many special deals. Consult with the experts 
and find the best product to suit your needs. 


Ue SE SE OS 


Please send me 


Please send me 


ee ae 


2 a ee ee ee ee 


tickets for Wembley 


_ tickets for Birmingham 


i (Don't forget to order extra tickets for your friends and colleagues) 
@ See 100’s of products from 100’s of manufacturers i 
@ Try them out in a relaxed atmosphere i Nanna 2 er es oe 
Adina Fold Tragl @ Compare prices and get the best deals : 

Cjustable Se @ All in an easy and accessible environment. . Address —__—__— ~ 
With so much to do and see, a visit to Independent Living is a date not ‘ - —-- - 
to be missed. g - : 

| 
Don’t Miss these Ra: ; — 
exciting features at the show Pei ae aces 
Sensory Library © Wheelchair test track i ig’ Bex = 
New product showcase ® Relaxation zone a emait ore 
Free seminars ® DLF helpdesk . 
Technology area i Retum to: eae 
i Independent Living, ETOTUCHDMAMARIGOUR 
Order your free tickets today. if Emap Healthcare, 
Greater London House, 
supported by Call the ticket hotline on : Hampstead Road, 
aang 0870 751 1437 iy London, AC basalt) 
FounoatTtoN  orcomplete the booking form below. y NW1 7EJ [Bringing the community together 
i 
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10 News focus 


Now ten years old, 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act has 
inspired the rest of 
the world, says 
Agnes Fletcher 


The signing of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) ten 
years ago on 26 July 1990 lit 
the touchpaper of anger and 
impatience among the world’s 
disability activists. 

It inspired a more radical 
approach in the UK, with the 
direct action tactics of the 
American Disabled for Access- 
ible Public Transport campaign 
group (now American Disabled 
for Attendant Programs Today) 
being imported wholesale in 
1994 to express outrage at the 
killing of yet another Civil 
Rights Bill. 

The ADA was looked on as a 
unique moment in history. 
There was one country where 
discrimination against disabled 
people could be combated in 
law. As American disability 
activist Justin Dart said: “We 
had become people.” 

Bert Massie, chairman of the 
UK’s Disability Rights Commis- 
sion (DRC), recalls: “The ADA 
was inspirational. It showed 
that legislation could change 
practice. It also reinforced the 
strength of disabled people 
working together.” 

Rachel Hurst, director of 
Hee Awareness in Action, 
adds: “It was the first of its 
kind — a piece of anti-discrimi- 


nation legislation with an 
enforcement mechanism. There 


The American pioneers 


American dream: George Bush signs the Americans with Disabilities Act on the White House lawn in 1990 


Americans with Disabilities Act vs Disability Discrimination Act 


The ADA gives civil rights protection to disabled people. It guarantees equal opportunities in 
employment, public accommodation, transport, state and local government services, and telecoms. 


How does it differ from the UK’s Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)? 


X The ADA can never cover employers of fewer than 15 employees because of a quirk in the US 


Constitution. 


Jf The DDA currently only covers employers of 15 or more employees — but this can change. 


J The ADA protects disabled people, people “regarded as” disabled and people with a relationship 


or association with a disabled person. 


X The DDA has a more restrictive definition based on inability to perform “everyday” activities. 


J The ADA had enforcement agencies from the start, including the US Equal Employment 


Opportunity Commission and the US Department of Justice. 


J The UK now has the Disability Rights Commission to give advice and take cases. 


Jf New American buses and trains had to be accessible from 1990, when the ADA was signed. 
X The timescales for having fully accessible buses and trains are far longer in the UK. 


GERALD SIMONDS 
HEALTHCARE LTD. 

9 March Place, Gatehouse Way, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3UG 


Tel: 01296 380200 
Fax: 01296 380279 


Email: sales@gerald-simonds.co.uk 
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were clear time frames that 
were acceptable to business and 
disabled people. We still don’t 
have that here.” 

There had been legislation 
for American disabled people 
before, in the form of the 
Rehabilitation Act 1973. 
However, that only applied in 
federal (state) and federally 
funded programmes. The ADA 
applies to business as well. 

The Act was developed by 
the National Council on 
Disability, which in 1989 pub- 
lished Towards Independence, 
recommending comprehensive 
civil rights. Vice president 
George Bush, with family 
experience of disability, made 
support for civil rights a major 
strategy in his presidential 
campaign. With him in the 
White House, the bill became 
an act in just 15 months. 

There was opposition, 
including from the Chamber of 
Commerce. Compromises had 
to be made, but the Act’s basic 
principles survived unscathed. 

Of course, there has been a 
backlash from some quarters, 
but it has not been as extremie as 
might have been expected and a 
lot of it has been media hype. 

Paul Miller, commissioner at 
the US Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, 
says: “On the employment side, 
the ADA has been a tremen- 
dous success. Bureau of Labor 
statistics show that many 
more people with significant 
impairments are in employ- 
ment today. The cultural and 
attitudinal shift on disability 
has taken root in the American 
economy.” 

A 1999 Harris poll showed 
public endorsement of the 
ADA, and this support may 
help bring change in other poli- 
cies. For example, 86 per cent of 
respondents in the poll believe 
the government should offer 
home-care services to allow 
more disabled people to live at 
home, and President Clinton 
recently outlawed genetic dis- 
crimination in the public sector 
— well ahead of us here. 

Definitions of disability and 
“reasonableness” have caused 
problems, in contrast to some 
good Court of Appeal and 
employment tribunal results on 
this side of the pond. 

On the other hand, DRC 
special adviser Caroline 
Gooding says: “The US 
Department of Justice has 
taken a substantial number of 
goods and services cases, which 
has not yet happened under the 
Disability Discrimination Act.” 

Let’s hope the DRC changes 
that. 

Agnes Fletcher is head of 
communications at RADAR. 
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affordability Yi peace of mind * sound advice * 


choice oY safety and security JS 


3 year/60,000mile vehicle warranty ° Tilt Power Steering 


¢ 3 year unlimited mileage 
conversion warranty 


M1 in Vehicle Tested Seating* 
¢ Type approval LC335 A036* 
¢ Original Toyota Windows* 


e Electric windows and mirrors 


¢ Central Locking 


¢ Metallic paint optional 
¢ Superb all round access 


¢ Luxury interior trim 
¢ 6 Year anti-corrosion 


perforation warranty ¢ All round independent 


suspension 


* Diesel engine only 


¢ 2.7 petrol or 2.4 diesel 
engine 


| all 1 | iin yota Hiace Cruiser 
fs 1,8/9 ee 2.4 Diesel GX 


Stylish, comfortable and flexible are just some of the words used to describe 
the Toyota Hiace Cruiser GX wheelchair accessible vehicle from The Lewis Reed Group. 
Standard layout caters for four seated passengers and one wheelchair travelling passenger but the roomy interior can 


adequately take up to three wheelchair passengers or nine seated passengers. 


THE LEWIS REED GROUP U 


\8 


AVAILABLE 
aan ah : = : ON MOTABILITY 
CONTRACT HIRE 
OR HIRE PURCHASE 
SCHEMES 


The VW window van cruiser £14 4,850 | Mercedes Vito £11 6,495 | The Luxurious Caravelle Cruiser from £11 8,250 
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Ron wins golf cup | lop two 


English Blind Golf Association 
vice captain, secretary and 
founder Ron 
Tomlinson returned to form to 
take the third major tournament 
of the season by a whisker. 

Ron, from Woodford Green 
in Essex, notched up 34 points 
to win the 10th annual one-day 
Jack Kerfoot Memorial Cup at 
Wilmslow Golf Club in 
Cheshire on 23 May. He beat 
Neil Baxter from North Weald 


Wet fish 


Despite torrential rain there 


member 


was a good atmosphere at the 
bank in the Interprovincial 
Angling Championships on 
the Ashtown stretch of the 
Royal Canal in Dublin on 27- 
28 May. 

However fishing at the event, 
hosted by Cabra Coarse 
Angling Club, was poor with 
the top weight of Olb 7.50z 
going to Leo Aungier of 
Leinster, who were the overall 
winners with 24 points. 
Upcoming events include the All 
Ireland Coarse _ Fishing 
Championships on 23 July and 
the World Teams of Five 
Oualifier on 29-30 July. For 
details Mark 
O’Donaghue, National Coarse 
Fishing Federation of Ireland, 
tel: 086 8337260. 


contact 


in Essex, into second place 
thanks to a two-stroke penalty 
incurred when Neil’s ball 
struck an opponent’s on the 
green. 

Ron, who was guided by his 

wife Stephanie, said: “We put 
together a good run over the 
closing holes.” 
For details of the English Blind 
Golf Association contact Carol- 
Ann Walters, tel: 020 8761 1904, 
e-mail: press@blindgolf.co.uk 


Double World Champion 
Esther Cruice won the 400 
meters in a strong time of 
1.11.28 at the BT English Open 
Championships in Sheffield on 
27-28 May. 


take titles 


British number one Jayant 
Mistry won his sixth Men’s 
Open singles title at the 
National Wheelchair Tennis 
Championships in Sheffield on 
26-29 May. He beat Kevin 
Plowman in the final. 

British female number one 
Janet McMorran also took her 
sixth national singles title by 
beating British women’s num- 
ber two Kimberly Dell. 

British Tennis Foundation, 
tel: 020 7381 70354, fax: 020 
7381 6507, e-mail: lynn.parker 


@btforg.uk 
Sailing 
success 


A British team of Lucy 
Hodges, John Long and Tony 
Lawton took first place in the 
inaugural Anglo Italian Match 
Racing Championships for 
Sight Impaired sailors on 20-21 
May in Middlesex. 

Visually impaired people who 
are interested in sailing racing 
should contact Toby Davey, 
Secretary, British Blind 
Sailing Racing Association, 
tel: 020 7700 6120, e-mail: 
tobydavey@aol.com 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


Kangoo Car Conversion 


The new Renault Kangoo with 4 seats and generous 58” internal 
headroom. The Kangoo car is now available with 4 doors and hatchback 


from only £13,216. 


Renault Kangoo, Peugeot Expert, Mercedes Vito and Ford Courier wheelchair 


accessible vehicles. 


Other equipment for disabled drivers and passengers includes: hand controls, 
left foot accelerators, infra-red steering spinners, ramps and hydraulic lifts, 
wheelchair hoists, swivel seats, information and advice. 

For a no obligation demonstration, literature or further information on this or 
any of our other vehicles contact: 


POYNTING CONVERSIONS | Apotability 


FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST., 


SALISBURY SP2 7NR 


TEL: 01722 336048 FAX: 01722 416241 


See eo 
VEHICLE CONVERTER 


Team talk 


Tanni Grey-Thompson 


My world 
record 
miss 

The final stages for the qualifi- 
cation process for Sydney is fast 
approaching, like a dreaded 
dentist’s appointment. You 
hope it won’t hurt too much 
and that everything will be OK 
when it’s over. 

In athletics it’s about having 
to reach a series of preset times 
that will prove fitness and 
“medal potential”, in other 
words to do times that the team 
management think will win 
you a medal. 

I made a conscious decision 
after Christmas to travel early 
and have a fairly heavy compe- 
tition schedule, and it provided 
lots of ups and downs. I lost a 
racing chair and acquired two 
sleeping bags that didn’t belong 
to me, but which the airline 
wouldn’t take back. 

On the bright side P’ve put in 
some really good times, but I’m 
saying nothing until I get the 
official letter through the post. 
In one of the best races I’ve ever 
had, in Switzerland this month, 
everything just slotted into 
place. It happens very rarely 
that each part of a race goes so 
smoothly, and although I don’t 
want to bore you with the 
details, I was very pleased. The 
wonders of electronic timing 


meant that as soon as I crossed 
the line I knew that I had made 
a personal best time, but it 
didn’t take long for it to sink in 
that I had missed the world 
record by nine hundredths of a 
second. I had little better to do 
so I worried that I had missed 
the record by less than one cen- 
timetre. That’s really not much. 
Tanni Grey-Thompson is a 
Paralympic gold medallist. 


Eagle 

Downhill skier Eddie “the 
Eagle” Edwards cheered on 
over 150 young people, aged 8- 
11, at the Whizz-Kidz Mini 
Games at the Guttmann Sports 
Centre, Stoke Mandeville on 
19-20 May. The games gave dis- 
abled children the opportunity 
to develop new sporting skills 
and interests. 

Co-ordinators were Disability 
Sport England, tel: 020 7490 
4919, fax: 020 7490 4914. 


SEL 


3 stones up to 50 stones carrying capacity! 


All Aldersley Excel Powerchairs have 


suspension for comfort and are 
specially built and customised 


to suit the individual client, 
including Chevron tyres for 
rougher terrain. 


Only available direct from 


Aldersley Battery Chairs Ltd 


New Cross Street 
Wednesbury 

West Midlands WS10 7ST 
Tel: 0121 568 8999 

Fax: 0121 568 8868 
www.aldersleyexcel.co.uk 


Su 


UK mainland supply only 

1 Please send details of the Aldersley Excel Range | 
1 1 
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There is alarming 
evidence that “do 
not resuscitate” 
orders are being 
Slapped on 
disabled hospital 
patients. We need 
to find out what Is 
going on, says 
Richard Wood 


f you are a disabled person 
| going into hospital for 
treatment, you are entitled 
to believe that your standard of 
care will be the same as for 
other patients and that if things 
go wrong, as they sometimes 
can, you will be in good hands. 

Sue Maynard Campbell, 
disabled activist and 
professional businessperson, 
probably assumed this when 
she went into hospital in 1998 
for a minor chest infection. 
Only later did she discover that 
a doctor she had met only once 
had written DNR (“do not 
resuscitate”) on her notes. 

This meant that, if anything 
went wrong, Sue was to be left 
to die. Why? Because the 
doctor made a judgement that, 
as a disabled person, her 
quality of life was poor and she 
was not worth keeping alive. 

Sue’s case is one of a 
number of publicised incidents 
concerning DNR, which is 
leading some disabled people 
to fear the prospect of going 
into hospital. 


‘he new Euroflex Compact electric wheelchair puts 


Is the NHS killing us’? 


Is this fear justified? Are the 
cases identified isolated 
incidents or is this the tip of the 
iceberg, as some suspect? 

The Sunday Mirror (30 
April) described DNR as the 
“hidden euthanasia which is 
spreading across the NHS”. 
The disability charity Scope 
reported that many parents 
phoned its helpline after the 
publicity about Carol Glass 
and her severely disabled 12- 
year-old son who was injected 
with diamorphine against her 
wishes so he could “die with 
dignity” (see DN Comment, 
September 1999). 

The British Council of 
Disabled People (BCODP) 


‘The doctor made a 
judgement that, as a 
disabled person, her 
quality of life was poor 
and she was not worth 
keeping alive’ 


believes that DNR represents a 
sinister agenda and that this 
“hidden euthanasia” is being 
practised against elderly and 
disabled people. The right to 
life is the most fundamental 
human right, so how can 
doctors in the NHS overrule it? 

The Department of Health 
says: “We won’t tolerate 


you in charge wherever you want to go. Built.on a 
firm chassis, and with a low ground to seat height, 
it is ideally suited in allowing you the freedom to 
get out and about, even over rough or uneven 
ground. Powered seat lift adjustment is standard, 
and a choice of seats with optional powered tilt, 
recline and footrest elevation ensure tailor made 
comfort. A compact base and front wheel drive 
will help you to manoeuvre in your home as well. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


discrimination on the grounds 
of disability or age.” 

Yet when individuals try to 
challenge the NHS on DNR 
practices, patients and relatives 
meet a wall of silence. 

BCODP believes we 
cannot leave this unchallenged 
any longer. 

If DNR is becoming a major 
issue we need to know about it 
now; we need to get it out in 
the open and, as disabled 
people, we must fight for our 


For full details of the Euroflex Compact, and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


, RAINBOW 
BERIAS 


RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 


eee 


-POSTCODE———_-__- DAYTIME TEL NO —_____——______- , 
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Right to life: BCODP’s campaign will compile DNR evidence 


right to life to be guaranteed. 

BCODP intends to collect 
evidence. We realise that it will 
not be a pleasant experience to 
relive or retell your DNR 
experience. However, it is vital 
for the future welfare of 
disabled people that we know 
what is going on. 

If you have a DNR incident 
you can tell us about, we need 
to hear from you. 

We guarantee total 
confidentiality. Your story will 
go no further than BCODP, 
your name will not be printed 
and no one, without your 


TOUCHSTONE (COURTESY KOBAL) 


permission, will have access to 
any details. If you can help us, 
then tell us your story in your 
own words. Please remember to 
give us the dates and places 
where the DNR incident 
happened. 

Write to BCODP Campaigns, 
BCODEB. Litchurch Plaza, 
Litchurch Lane, Derby DE24 
SAA, marking the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 

DN supports this campaign 
and will be first with the results 
of the survey — Editor. 

Richard Wood is chief 
executive of BCODP. 


1 CLIFTON ROAD 
HALESOWEN 
West MIDLANDS 
B62 9HB 


JW 2 LTD 


TEL: 0121 561 1015 Fax: 0121 602 2889 
E-maliL: mailbox@ability2.fsbusiness.co.uk 
MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 


- Extreme comfort 
¢ Excellent posture support 
¢ Power driven/Self-propelling 
* Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
¢ Fully reclining back rest 
* Elevating leg rests 
* Paediatric and adult sizes 
* Built in pressure relief 
* Tailored to your 
requirements 
Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, thoracic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


[_] Please send me a full information pack 


[_] Please call me to arrange a free home demonstration 


Name: 


RUG CS See 


Post code: 


Telephone No.: 


DN7/00 
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14 Parent’s voice 


‘We are not simply troublesome 


When Carl and Debbie Henshall’s faith in 
the medical profession was shattered, 
they launched a campaign which will have 
far-reaching results for medical research 


arents of premature 
babies have to trust that 
+. the staff of the neonatal 
unit will always do what is best 
for their child. 

We were no different in 1992 
when our seventh child, Stacey, 
was born 12 weeks prematurely 
and required ventilation to help 
her breathe. 

We trusted them when we 
were told of the dangers of the 
conventional positive pressure 
ventilation Stacey was getting 
and the availability of a “safer, 
kinder, gentler” treatment. 


Continuous negative 
extrathoracic pressure (CNEP) 
would mean she didn’t need a 
tube down her throat. 

When two-day-old Stacey 
died, we did not question the 
staff’s integrity or the 
treatment she had received. 
They knew best didn’t they? 

Ten months later, when our 
eighth child Sofie was born, we 
again put our faith in the staff 
and did not question the use of 
CNEP for her. 

Sofie is now seven and has 
cerebral palsy, acquired on the 
neonatal unit. 

Our investigations into the 


cause of her disability have 

uncovered a national scandal 
which will have repercussions 
like the Bristol heart episode. 

Until a chance remark from 
a medical expert, we had no 
idea that this “safer, kinder, 
gentler” treatment was, in fact, 
an experiment and our children 
were being used as guinea pigs. 

We were never informed of 
this and, although a consent 
form was signed for Stacey (for 
treatment not research), no 
such form was signed for Sofie. 
The staff had used our children 
for their research without even 
asking our permission. 

We decided we were going to 
find out everything we could 
about the treatment of our 
children. We learned medical 
jargon so we could understand 
medical records. We learnt how 
to follow the peer review 
system of medical journals to 
find out about CNEP and, 
crucially, we complained to 
anyone willing to listen. 

Our MP, Llin Golding, 
forced the then Health 
Minister, Baroness Hayman, to 
order an investigation into 
research and the use of CNEP. 


An inquiry team headed by 
Professor Rod Griffiths, West 
Midlands’ regional director of 
public health, was set up. 

Its report, published on 8 
May, heavily criticises 
guidelines that were in place at 
the time of the study and 
acknowledges that, despite 
changes to these guidelines, 
they still do not protect research 
participants. It recommends 
that new guidelines are drafted 
and released for consultation in 
the summer. 

The lead researcher is 
criticised for lack of staff 
supervision and training. 


KOLLER 


SAFPEMY RESTRAINT ENGINEERS 


a 


Making Life Easter.... and SAFER 


For more information and a FREE brochure 


Telephone: 01935 426695 
Fax 01935 433766 


Email: koller.engineering@virgin.net 
Trade enquiries welcome « Major credit cards accepted 


Koller Engineering Ltd. 


Unit 3, Edward Close, Houndstone Business Park, 


YEOVIL Somerset, BA22 8RU. 
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KOLLER manufacture and sell 
a whole range of equipment to 
make life easier and safer for 
the wheelchair user, including: 


® Portable Ramps for easier access 


® Wheelchair Headrests for comfort 


and added safety. 


@ A comprehensive range of 
wheelchair/occupant restraints for 
accessible vehicles, tested to the 
latest safety standards. 


Standing up for their rights: Debbie Henshall with daughter Sofie 


The Local Research Ethics 
Committee, set up by the 
health authority to scrutinise 
prospective research projects 
and decide if they can go 
ahead, is criticised for being 
ineffectual when faced with an 
enthusiastic researcher. 

The inquiry team cast doubt 
on the validity of many of the 
consent forms provided and 
criticises the fact that consent 
forms were not issued for all 
the children in the study. 

The main consequence as far 
as we are concerned is that an 
audit will take place of all 
children treated with CNEP. It 
will then be possible finally to 
ascertain whether or not it is a 
cause of brain damage and 
whether it has any role to play 
in paediatric medicine. 

The report is only the 
beginning for us. It is an 
acknowledgment that we are 
not simply troublesome parents 
and that the issues we have 
raised are important. The next 
step is making the doctors 
responsible for this episode 
accountable, making the trust 


parents 


RICHARD STANTON 


and health authority 
acknowledge responsibility for 
these children and getting 
measures put in place to 
prevent a reoccurrence. 

While there are many 
positive aspects to our fight, 
there is inevitably a downside. 

Our relationship with many 
clinicians at the hospital is ° 
uneasy, a lot of them treating us 
with contempt or suspicion. 

Sofie’s orthopaedic surgeon 
recently announced that he 
could no longer be objective 
about Sofie’s care as he could 
not consider surgery, given the 
likelihood of a stay on the 
paediatric intensive care unit 
which is staffed by colleagues of 
the people we have complained 
about. This has virtually left us 
without any orthopaedic input 
at a crucial time. 

The Griffiths inquiry may 
have vindicated us, but, to 
some, we are still the 
troublesome parents. They see 
it as preposterous that we 
should question the medical 
profession, or even have the 
right to. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Italy, Tenerife, Lanzarote, 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, Astley, 
Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844, 
www.access-travel.co.uk 
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WITH ta€ 
You've made the choice to leave school, now your next positive step is to go on a Modern 
Apprenticeship. You'll get paid, trained and a qualification in a job that’s right for you. 
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BHTA Wheelchair 


Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don’t have to. 


~ 


UNISON Disabled 


Members’ Conference 


21—23 October 2000 


Hanover International Hotel, Hinckley 
| (accessible venue and conference) 


BHTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 

- | distributors section. Our 

_| nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 
They do it well and they do it 
ethically. 


The Conference is the policy 
| making forum of UNISON’s 
disabled members. 


| They have high standards. 


The Association makes sure. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 4 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. 
BHTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 


Registration information (by July 2) from: 
Conference Office, UNISON, 

1 Mabledon Place, London, WC1H 9AJ 

020 7388 2366 (voice), 020 7387 4902 (text). 
General Enquiries: Sue Davey, UNISON, 

1 Mabledon Place, London, WC1H 9AJ 


020 7551 1517(voice). the public servi 


~ ACCESSIBLE 


SHARAN @°£S8 STAINLESS 


FOR 
FULL LIFETIME WARRANTY 


/Qpotability 


APPROVED ACCREDITED CITY COUNCIL APPROVED 


|» AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


24 Diana Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Tel: 0191 226 0099 Fax: 0191 272 1313 
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TV presenter Lara Masters talks 
to Rod Hermeston about safety 


pins, Esther and life in general 


itting in her electric 

wheelchair, a slight and 

summery figure, Lara 
Masters is on the phone talking 
safety pins. 

It has me scratching my head 
a bit, until she explains that she 
uses them to make bracelets 
decorated with tiny beads. 
They can fetch £40. 

But Lara, 26, who became 
disabled after a haemorrhage, 
is better known for her role as a 
roving reporter in the That’s 
Esther programme currently on 
prime-time television. 

She works on the 
programme with veteran TV 
campaigner Esther Rantzen 
and disabled model Heather 
Mills. 

Her beauty has not done her 
any harm. If you’re the 
daughter of 1960s supermodel 
Debbie Moore, you’re going to 
inherit some good looks. But 
she insists she got the job on 
the programme because she is a 
professional. 

She says: “Heather and I are 
intelligent and can do our jobs. 
We are good campaigners and 
people listen to us.” 

She is a bubbly person, 
likeable, maybe a bit vain in a 
winning way. She feigns horror 
when I ask to take a photo for 
the paper: “No way! I have a 


‘| want the privilege of 
being myself. | would 
defy anyone to turn down 
a prime-time programme 
just because it was with 
Esther Rantzen’ 


strawberry allergy.” Whatever 
that is — she looks OK to me. 
She was always going to get 
somewhere, but disability 
altered her plans. Nerve damage 
caused by haemorrhages at age 
ten and then 14 thwarted 
ambitions to go to the Royal 
Ballet School and drama school. 
On-both occasions she 
managed to walk again after 
periods of paralysis. It was an 
agonising time for her mother, 
who at first did not tell Lara 
that doctors said she would be 
paralysed. As the first woman 
on the stock exchange and the 
winner of business woman of 
the year in 1984, her mother 
also wanted to keep Lara out of 


LLAA 


TV trio: Lara (right), Esther Rantzen (/eft) and Heather Mills (front) 


exterior, there was a period 
when she was in a clinic for 
depression when she was 19. 
She does not believe disability 
was at the root of it but says: 
“Because of my disability at 
that time I was not able to do 
what I wanted, which was to go 
to university and lead a normal 
life. I was between being 
disabled and not disabled, 
using a walking stick but not in 
a wheelchair.” 

Lara has made her living 
writing and editing film scripts, 


but her big break came when 
she appeared on ITV’s This 
Morning, talking about 
disability after she had done 
some modelling. The producer 
of That’s Esther phoned and 
offered her a job there and 
then. This is the second series, 
but the prime-time slot is new. 
It is a campaigning, social 
action programme, which has, 
for instance, highlighted 
doctors discriminating against 


people with Down’s syndrome. 


It is showing on ITV on 


Money-Saving Offers 


Register Today 


Phone Free 0500-4321-41 


Available on... 

MOTOR insurance 

HOLIDAY insurance 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT insurance 


POWERCHAIR & SCOOTER Insurance and Breakdown Cover 
Pay-As-You-Go monthly insurance, breakdown and annual servicing scheme 


Register for a discount that you can claim at any time 
within 12 months. If you are currently insured, you will be 
asked for your renewal date with your existing insurer. 
Fish Insurance will write to you when your policy is due. lf 
you want the very best cover at discounted rates, then 
register today. Without your unique registration number, 
you cannot later claim a discount. 


Thinking of purchasing a new product? 


Fish Insurance can put you in 


touch with one of their 350 


Mondays at 8pm in June and 
will continue in July, before 
reverting to a Sunday 
lunchtime slot. 

How does this reporter rove 
from an electric wheelchair? 

“Tf | have to go to a house 
and I need to go upstairs, the 
crew carry me. There are always 
four burly men. I travel by train 
or car and organise everything 
meticulously beforehand.” 

And she is pleased that she is 
breaking new ground by 
appearing in such a prominent 
role. She believes more needs to 
be done to get realistic 
representation of disabled 
people on mainstream T'V. 

She defends her work with 
Rantzen, who has faced 
criticism over her portrayal of 
disability in the past. There 
have been claims that her 
shows have promoted negative 
images of “tragic” or “brave” 
disabled people. 

Lara says: “I want the 
privilege of being myself. 
Disabled people should support 
each other. I would defy anyone 
else to turn down a prime-time 
programme just because it was 
with Esther Rantzen, who is 
brilliant to work with and is 
hysterical. I defy anyone to 
criticise me. Some people in the 
disability movement are cretins. 

“I think it is unfair to knock 
someone doing what they think 
is right. The state is not doing 
what it should, so Esther is 
doing something about it.” 


at’s life for Lara 


She also gets angry at the 
way the disability movement 
turns on people like spinally 
injured Superman actor 
Christopher Reeve for 
promoting medical research. 

“Tt irritates me the way 
disabled people are not allowed 
to live their own lives because 
others are behaving like the 
thought police,” she says. 

With language like that she 
is sure to make a name for 
herself. But she has ambitions 
to get herself known in other 
ways: by getting into more 


‘It irritates me the way 
that disabled people 
are not allowed to live 
their own lives 
because other people 
are behaving like the 
thought police’ 


mainstream programmes, 
perhaps as a celebrity 
interviewer. She would love to 
talk to Madonna. 

As for her private life, she is 
guarded. She lives with her 
boyfriend of five years and 
started using a wheelchair three 
years ago. 

“Tt hasn’t made any 
difference to the relationship. If 
you love someone you love 
someone,” she says. 

Lara focuses on what she can 
do. And I get the impression . 
she will be doing a lot more. 


Smooth 
operator. 


The latest stairlifts from Stannah offer 
the smoothest ride ever. Test-drive 


one and see for yourself. 


e New and reconditioned models 


approved authorised repairers — some of the most 
reputable distributors within the UK. What’s more, with 
our buying power we can secure a significant saving for 
you. This offer applies to all Fish Insurance clients and 
potential clients who register on the above number. 


the media spotlight. 

She says: “My mother 
had to watch me go through a 
physically and emotionally 
difficult experience. 

But I never overburden her 
with my feelings.” 

She admits to having 
counselling, and that helps. 
And, despite the bubbly 
nn nn 
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@ Straight or curved staircases 
e Full guarantee @ Fast, clean installation 


FREEPHONE 


0800 715432 EXT. 9120 


www.stannah.co.uk/stairlifts 


Fish Insurance 

3-4 Riversway Business Village 
Navigation Way, Preston, PR2 2YP 
Tel: 01772 724442, Fax: 01772 733773 


Members of BHTA 


(British Healthcare 
Trades Association) 


Trust Stannah to make things easier. 


18 Gardening 


Charmed by Chelsea 


Gardening expert Anne Davies and DN’s Sally Brown found 
access much improved at this year’s Chelsea Flower Show 


pet here was plenty of inspi- 
_ ration at the Chelsea 
Flower Show, 23-26 
May, for owners of their own 
plots to get out and garden. 
Not only was access greatly 
improved, but the introduction 


of a small, courtyard gardens 
section meant there was 
something for everyone. 

The first big difference at 
Chelsea 2000 was the 
replacement of the tarpaulin 
tent with two modern, PVC 
structures. In fact, the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) 
was selling off bits of the old 
tent as hats or trowel-pinnies 
for an inflated £25-£30 each. 

We were less impressed by 
the new tent’s appearance than 
by its increased accessibility. 

“It’s good because there’s 
paving everywhere and no 
pillars in the way,” said Anne 
Davies, a wheelchair user. 

This year the RHS also 
took the bold step of dotting 
the crowd-pulling “show 
gardens” around the site rather 
than grouping them together in 
a bottleneck. We approved of 
the aim but were less sure of 
the result. 

“It makes the whole thing 
seem larger,” said Anne. “But 
there seems to be no rhyme or 
reason to it.” 

New parking rules required 
advanced booking for disabled 


Pots of style: Brinsbury College’s Courtyard Garden, voted Channel 


4 viewers’ favourite small garden 


spaces, but a mobility bus was 
laid on from a nearby car park. 
Of the high-profile gardens, 
we found Arabella Lennox- 
Boyd’s A Garden for all Time 
for the Evening Standard 
(winner of a gold award) the 
best, combining style with a 
“real” garden feel. Praise also 
went to A Design in Homage to 
Le Notre by Tom Stuart-Smith 
(gold award), and the cloud- 


Monday-Saturday 10am -5.50pm Sunday Tam - 5.50pm 
Cromwell Road, London SW7. Nearest Underground: South Kensington. 
Free admission for kids under 17 and over 60's. Good access to the 


vast majority of the site for wheelchair users, wheelchair loan 
available on request. Concessionary admission charge and escorts of THE 


wheelchair users free. Free large print map on request. For further 
information call 020 7942 5011 between 11.00am & 5.00pm. 


NATURAL 
HISTORY 
MUSEUM 


SALLY BROWN 


shaped hedges of Gardens 
Illustrated’s Evolution by Piet 
Oudolf and Arne Maynard 
(gold award). 

The controversial Daily 
Telegraph/RF Hotels’ Living 
Sculpture Garden by 
Christopher Bradley-Hole 
(gold award) got a mixed 
response, but we both liked 
Patrick McCann’s peaceful Sun 
Awareness Garden for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care (silver flora 
award) and “Time” the Healer, 
the wild garden by staff and 
inmates at Leyhill Prison 
(gold award). 

Other gardens worth a 
mention were the checkerboard 
Bart’s City Life Saver’s garden 
Chaos and Rhythm (silver flora 
award) — complete with a man 
and heart-monitoring 
equipment — and the futuristic 
Garden of the Night for Shaikh 


apes aes i — 


Blooming pretty: A Garden for All Time by Arabella Lennox-Boyd 


Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan 
(silver flora award). 

Help the Aged’s The Time 
of Your Life: A Garden for All 
Ages (silver-gilt flora award) 
contained excellent features 
such as walls to sit or hold on 
to and an elegant wrought-iron 
pool-guard. 

“Tt’s good that they’ve made 
a garden for all the family,” 
said Anne. 

One disappointment was the 
B&Q garden Natural 
Reflections (silver-gilt flora 
award), which, despite the DIY 
company’s record on disability 
products and access, seemed to 
have been designed without 
bearing these principles in 
mind. We pointed out the 
omission and, as Anne said, 
gave them “food for thought 
for next year”. 

Water, mirrors and slate 
were everywhere, and herbal 
and medicinal gardens were a 
recurrent theme. Anne liked the 
organic display by Jekka’s Herb 
Farm (gold award). 

“Anyone can grow a few 
herbs on their window sill,” 
said Anne. “I go mad with the 
basil myself, putting it in 


Flower shows in 2000 
e BBC Gardeners’ World Live, Birminham, 14-18 June 
e Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, 4-9 July e RHS Flower 
Show, Tatton Park, 19-23 July e Malvern Autumn Garden and 
Country Show, 23-24 September. For more information, 
tel: 020 7649 1885, website: www.rhs.org.uk 


sandwiches and everything.” 

Other displays that attracted 
our attention were Quantum’s 
faintly Moorish courtyard 
(silver-gilt flora award), the 
therapy garden stall from the 
Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital Trust in Stanmore and 
the apothecary plants from Wye 
College (gold award). 

“The little rock gardens and 
courtyards were charming. 
Anyone could copy them in 
their yard or patio,” said Anne. 

We missed the launch of the 
new Heartbeat sweetpea, from 
which 20 per cent of sales 
revenue will go to the British 
Heart Foundation, but caught 
a glimpse of actress Helen 


Flower watchers: (right to left) 
Anne Davies with friends 


Michelle Berriedale-Johnson 
and Sarah Langton-Lockton 


Mirren with her namesake rose 
in the Prince’s Trust’s garden 
(bronze flora award). Other 
celebrities spotted were Lord 
Snowdon, Linford Christie and 
Charlie Dimmock. 

Anne, who has been advising 
Chelsea on access for four 
years, praised the toilet on 
Eastern Avenue but found 
others inaccessible. 

Summing up the event, she 
said: “It was super. You could 
walk — or push your chair — 
everywhere. Each year I’ve said 
access is getting better, but the 
show is truly accessible to 
everyone now.” 
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Student allowances uneven 


We were very pleased to see the 
positive experiences of disabled 
people in nursing (DN, May). 
As we cover post-16 education, 
training and access to work, we 
often advise people considering 
nurse training. 

However, there is a funding 
inequality. Those on the degree 
route receive means-tested 
bursaries and can get disabled 
students’ allowances to pay for 
any extra costs of studying 
because of their disability. 


But most nurse trainees 
follow diploma courses, which 
offer higher non-means-tested 
bursaries but no support for 
disability costs, which can be 
prohibitive. 

There is a review of nurse 
training funding this year, so 
there will be an opportunity for 
the inequality to be corrected. 
Nick Hawkes : 

Skill: National Bureau for 
Students with Disabilities 
Free helpline: 0800 328 S050 


HOISTS FOR 
WHEELCHAIRS, 


Wheelchair, electric 
S wheelchair & 
electric scooter lifts. 


SCOOTERS 
& PEOPLE. 


Electric Person Lift 
Fits any vehicle 


Mobility Roadshow 
23rd, 24th & 25th June 


CASTLE 
DONNINGTON 


Stand 0S32 
PHONE FREE 


Automatic 
wheelchair carrier 


0800 214 045 


Mounted Carrier 


; Milford Lane, Bakewell Derbyshire DE45 IDX Tel: 01629 813493, Fax: 01629 814725 
2 ; Email: info@autochair.co.uk Web: www.autochair.co.uk 


Extend cold weather payments 


My husband and | are 
physically disabled and live 
independently in our own 
place. We are both under retire- 
ment age (Donald is 50, I am 35) 
and rely on income support. 

It seems ridiculous, 
therefore, that we could not 
afford to heat our home to a 
comfortable level last winter on 
many of the coldest days 
because I knew we could not 
afford to pay the large gas bill 
that would have resulted. 

The cold weather payment 


made to people of retirement 
age or over should be extended 
to include disabled people who 
are on income support. 

Eligibility for this payment 
should not be based on age alone 
but include those who have 
reduced physical mobility 
(making it more difficult to 
move around to keep warm) 
regardless of their age. 

There are a great many 
people of retirement age who 
are perfectly fit and mobile. It 
seems odd that they should 


Don't let them starve 


I wholeheartedly support 
Margaret Doherty (DN, June) 
and Ann Winterton’s Medical 
Treatment (Prevertffon of 
Euthanasia) Bill. 

I am severely disabled and 
very worried about the 
increasingly common practice 
of doctors withholding or 
withdrawing food and water 
from disabled patients. These 
patients are not dying and 
could easily be fed with help. 

I have been corresponding 
with the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department for many months 
about the Government’s White 
Paper, Making Decisions, 
which supports the practice of 
deliberate killing by starvation 
and dehydration. 

Speaking personally, I think 
that if a doctor (or indeed any 
person with power over my life) 
has the “deliberate intention” 
of ending my life, the means he 
chooses are immaterial. I end 


up dead whether I am given a 
lethal injection or starved to 
death. 

I also choose to believe that 
when I eat my meals I am not 
partaking of “life-prolonging 
medical treatment” but simply 
enjoying a basic need of all 
living beings. 

It is absolutely crucial that 
disabled people speak out in 
defence of those who are being 
pushed into death solely 
because they have a disability. 


have an automatic right to this 
payment when younger 
disabled people are not even 
considered. 

I wrote in April asking the 
Social Security Secretary 
Alistair Darling how the 
eligibility for cold weather 
payments had been agreed and 
if there were plans to extend it 
to younger disabled people. I 
have received no answer. 
Margaret Lees 
Kilmaurs 
East Ayrshire 


us to death 


Our lives do not have value 
because of what we can do or 
say; they have infinite value 
because we share a common 
humanity however disabled or 
incapacitated we may be. 

I think it is time for tts to let 
the Government know what we 
think of their attempts to 
pretend that starving us to 
death is acceptable medical 
practice. 

Alison Davis 
Milborne St Andrew, Dorset 


Information arrived too late 


Caroline Fry of Somerset 
County Council says: “It is not 
our intention to prevent direct 
payment users from keeping 
computerised records, provided 
they meet our minimum 
requirements” (DN, June). 

This information was not 
given to me until after my letter 
appeared in DN — it could have 


THE VISION OF TOMORROW 


~— anbeyous TODAY! 


Next Day Delivery 

| Nationwide Sales & Service 
No Licence Required 

FREE Home Demonstration 


For FREE Mobility Advice or coloured brochure call... 


ANN or NICOLA now!! 
o 01536 443888 


www. w.{reerider, co.uk: 


~ Kensington 


| freefiider 


ae boeieer 


saved me much stress. Further, 
the computer versions of these 
documents arrived on disk a 
few days after my letter. 
Coincidence? 

I was pleased to hear from 
Anthony Sutton that Derbyshire 
organise things a lot better. 
Gareth Tuttiett 
Street, Somerset 


By Dan Baiten 
The right touch 


DN recently received an invite 
to a touch tour of an exhibition 
for visually impaired people at 
the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. While the works of 
art described were impressive, 
the Braille press release that 
accompanied its print counter- 
part was the thing that caught 
our attention. Well done, 
V&A. We wait for the rest of 
the art world to create the same 
impression. 


On the right track 

A wheelchair-using reader 
recently reported that rarest of 
events — a hassle-free train jour- 
ney on Connex South Central. 
The passenger, travelling from 
Brighton to London with a 
friend, made her journey unan- 
nounced and was helped on 
and off the train by “ 
teous” Connex staff at both 
ends with no fuss at all. Is this 
a media first, Connex getting 


very cour- 


praise? Long may it continue! 
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Smart or what? 


Like Dr Who’s tardis: the smart car might be small, but it’s spacious inside and easy to park BILL SHIMMIN 


Margie Woodward has some futuristic fun 
testing the Mercedes/Swatch smart car 


hen I first saw the 

“smart” car, it caught 

my eye instantly with 
its space-age design and colour 
— it’s certainly a car that will get 
you noticed. 

The one I was let loose in 
was a lovely black and silver 
one with a bright blue and 
orange interior. 

The vehicle is the result of a 
collaboration between 
Mercedes Benz and the watch 
manufacturer Swatch (hence 
the jazzy colours — and, by the 
way, if you get fed up with the 
colour, you can fit new panels). 

There are three smart 
models, the basic one starting 
at £6,000. All have a 599cc 
suprex turbocharged engine. 
Even the basic model has a 
good array of extras, although 
no air conditioning or tinted 
glass roof. They are all 
economical to run, producing 
57 miles to the gallon. 
Conversions for hand controls 
present no problems either. 

The publicity material says 
the smart car is like Dr Who’s 
tardis, small outside and very 
spacious inside. 

This is quite true. The car is 
just 1.51m wide and 2.5m long. 
There are two very comfy seats 
and the passenger one can be 
folded down for extra storage, 
which is good for wheelchairs 
that can be taken apart. The 


boot is bigger than you might 
first think. 

The cars are left-hand drive. 
I find this is no problem and, 
in fact, it’s easier to get into the 


Both ‘Horizon’ and ‘Mystique’ models offer: 
Extra wide rear door to accommodate a wheelchair. 


Power Assisted Steering. 


A choice between Petrol & Turbo Diesel power units. 


car from the kerb. 

Visibility is fantastic because 
of the narrowness of the car, 
and the doors open wide for 
easy access. 

The dashboard is just what 
I imagine a spaceship’s to be 
like, all computerised with 


So whether it’S a new or used 
motorhome you are after, let us 
know your requirements and we 
will do our very best to ensure you 
make 
Independence Days! 


For further information on the full 
range of services we are able to 
offer, call us FREE on 

osooo 26 7777, or 

return the coupon below. 


very clear displays. The 
controls are easy to reach. 
The real difference you 
get with this car is the 
revolutionary gearbox: there is 
no clutch. You can either drive 
the car as an automatic or push 
the gear lever forward to change 
up, and back to change down. 
Wow. Having an automatic 
driving licence is no problem. 
Having inspected the car’s 
access and controls, we set off. 
The vehicle responded really 
well. The steering is great, the 
mirrors are easily adjustable 
and there are no blind spots. 
I loved the gear system and, 
although parking has never 
been my strong point, it was 
dead easy in the smart car. 
One thing you have to 
remember is not to leave the 
keys in the car when you get 


out, because it locks itself. Now 


that’s what I call smart. 

What a lovely car this is. It is 
a delight to drive and certainly 
comes out on top for fun. For 
disabled people it is a good 
vehicle with lots of modern 
extras and bags of style, and it’s 
in the lowest tax bracket. 
Motability are having trouble 
with it being left-hand drive, 
but this is being looked into. 

I want one! Giving the keys 


the most of your 


Day 
Here at Marquis Motorhomes, we have many 
years’ experience in serving people with disabili- 
ties. From major modifications to minor adapta- 
tions’ our aim is to enable everyone to get the 
most from their motorhome, and to enjoy the 
independence and flexibility a properly adapted Tel: (01202) 738 777 
vehicle can offer. to 


We have been working closely with one of 
Britain’s leading manufacturers to develop a 
range of new motorhomes specifically designed 
for people with disabilities - 
resulting in the unique ‘Horizon’ 
and ‘Mystique’ models. 


Motability Finance Limited 


ee. 


Transport talk 
from Minister 

Keith Hill 

Good news or bad? 
Ed Passant on the 
impact of cutting 
car prices 

What’s on show 
Doug Campbell 
previews this year’s 
Mobility Roadshow 
Find out about forums 
What the Forum of 
Mobility Centres is 
all about 

Testing time 

Joe Hennessey tries 
the newest wheels 
Adapt and drive 
What's available to 
adapt your car? 
Checkout 


Info and equipment 


back, I couldn’t help humming 


to myself: “Oh Lord, won’t 
you buy me a Mercedes 
Benz/Swatch smart car!” 

For more information, contact 
John Mawer, tel: 01243 828608. 


MARQUIS-HAMPSHIRE- 
Winchester Road, 


Lower Upham 

Nr. Southampton 
Hampshire SO32°1HA 
Tel: (01489) 860 666 
Fax: (01489).860°752 


MARQUIS-DORSET 
41-45 Old Wareham Rd 
Poole, Dorset. BH12 4QN 


Fax: (01202) 738 778 


MARQUIS-GLOUS. 
Mill Avon Holiday-Park 
Gloucester Road 
Tewkesbury 
Gloucestershire 

GL20 5SW 

Tel: (01684) 296 222 
Fax: (01684) 293.141 


} MARQUIS-SURREY 
Pantiles Park 

London Road (A30) 
Bagshot, Surrey 

GU19 SHN 

Tel: (01276) 452 171 
Fax: (01276) 452 888 


MARQUIS-BERKSHIRE 
Oxford Road 

Chieveley, Nr. Newbury 
Berkshire RG20 8RU 
Tel: (01635) 248 888 


Luxurious fitted shower and toilet compartment, with fully 
opening door which can also be used as a privacy screen. 
Driver & passenger cab swivel seats to ease access. 
Wheelchair recessed floor tracking. 

Choice of a fitted Powermatic Access Passenger Hydraulic 
Lift or a fitted Unwin Ramplette system. 

Suitably fixed grab handles throughout the vehicle. 


Marquis are also an accredited motability dealer-and are able to offer finance through Motability Finance Ltd. 


Fax: (01635) 247 044 


MARQUIS-SUSSEX 
Eastbourne Road 


e 
Please send me your “Discover Freedom” 


1 

1 

: Brochure Golden Cross 
I East Sussex BN27.4AN 
ham Tel: (01825) 873 377 
Fax: (01825) 873 157 
PPPTTTTTTI TT rrr MARQUIS Ba LANCS. 


Riversway Leisure Village 
Chain Caul Road 
Preston Docklands 

Preston, Lancashire 
PR2 2XR 


Tel: (01772) 555 777 
Fax: (01772) 885 566 


www.marquis-mh.co.uk 
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~ ince my predecessor 
Glenda Jackson wrote in 

’ DN this time last year, the 
Government has made a great 
deal of progress towards 
achieving a fully accessible 
public transport system and in 
promoting the mobility needs 
of disabled people. 

Let me start with the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
The rail regulations have now 
been in place since January 
1999 and all new trains 
coming into service since then 
have had to meet stringent 
access standards. 

This has not always been 
easy for the rail industry, but I 
have been impressed with their 
design ingenuity in working to 
maximise space for wheelchair 
users and to provide for the 
needs of other disabled people. 

Bus accessibility regulations 
will soon be finalised and will 
come into force from the end of 
this year. This will mean that 
new buses coming into service 
from then will have to be fully 
wheelchair accessible as well as 
having a range of other features 
for people with mobility 


Taking transport serious 


The Government has made a firm commitment to meeting mobility needs, says Transport Minister Keith Hill 


difficulties, visual impairments 
and other disabilities. Initially, 
the regulations will apply to 
full-size buses. Wheelchair 
access to smaller buses and 
coaches will be required only 
from 2005 because of the 

more complex technical and 
economic challenges. 

We will be looking next at 
accessibility regulations for 
taxis and will be consulting 
disability organisations and the 
industry before those proposals 
are finalised. 

Turning to the car, which we 
recognise will continue to play 
a very important part in the 


lives of many disabled people, 
let me bring you up to date on 
a couple of issues. First, let 

me confirm, as Glenda Jackson 
did last year, that we are not 
anti-car and that we will 
certainly not be penalising 
disabled motorists who have 
no alternative but to drive. 

We have already announced 
that we will ensure that 
disabled motorists are exempt 
from congestion charging 
schemes where these are 
introduced, although it is too 
early to be specific about the 
details. We are still at an early 
stage with the technology 
needed to run such schemes, 
but we have given a clear 
undertaking to protect the 
interests of disabled people. 

I would also like to set the 
record straight about some of 
the misleading press reports 
about the introduction of the 
new blue European parking 
badge, which started to replace 
the orange badge from April 
this year. The purpose of the 
change was to help disabled 
motorists who take their cars 
around Europe to park with 


greater confidence that the 
badge will be recognised. We 
know that this has been a 
source of anxiety in the past. 
The new blue badges are 
being phased in as orange 
badges come up for renewal 
over the next three years. 
Anyone who has applied for a 


‘There is no doubt that 
use — and abuse — of the 
orange badge scheme 
generates more 
correspondence than 
almost any other issue 
we deal with!’ 


badge or a renewal since 

1 April should have been given 
a blue badge. The suppliers of 
the badges did have some 
delays in getting stocks to local 
authorities, but authorities 
which ordered badges should 
have had sufficient supplies by 
the beginning of April. 

Some authorities didn’t 
order new badges, and they 
will certainly have had some 
initial difficulty. There were 


also some teething problems 
with distribution of badges 
between local authority offices. 
I hope that these problems are 
now behind us. 

The blue badge simply 
replaces the orange badge. 
Eligibility criteria and every 
other aspect of the scheme 
remain unchanged. As DN 
readers already know, we are 
embarking on a fundamental 
review of the whole scheme. 
There is no doubt that its use 
—and abuse — generates more 
correspondence than almost 
any other issue we deal with! 

The review aims to create a 
watertight system that protects 
the interests of disabled people 
for whom adjacent parking is a 
basic necessity of daily living. 
There will be tough decisions 
to be made, but we know that 
disabled people welcome an 
attempt to regain the credibility 
and availability of the scheme. 

Let me end by reiterating 
the Government’s strong 
commitment to meeting the 
mobility needs of disabled 
people as public transport users, 
pedestrians and motorists. 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY KOMBI. 


Full conversions for disabled driver independence, which can 
include: 6-way driver’s seat base, infra-red door and lift 


operation. 


CARAVELLE 
Various options of wheelchair access available on the 
Caravelle people carrier. Underfloor ramps or hydraulic lifts 
for side access. Ramps or lifts for rear access, including 
lowering rear suspension. Prices from £17,950 on the road. 


Come and see 
us at 
The Mobility 
Roadshow, 
Donington — 


CADDY KOMBI 
This stylish and compact estate car has such a lot to offer. 
Power steering, electric windows, remote central locking, tinted 


glass, stereo/radio cassette player, driver’s airbag, 1.6 petrol or 
1.9 diesel engines. Lowered floor with assisted ramp and 
restraints for wheelchair, including seating for four people. 

Prices from £13,495 “S” model. “SE” model includes air 


conditioning and metallic paintwork, £14,390. 


Invatravel is a long established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people with 
disabilities. Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design and are recognised converters for VW. 


Agents for superior BEES 
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INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PRY 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 ¢ Fax: 01704 506607 


http://7www.scoot.co.uk/invatravel_conversions/ 


Established 1983 


, portable telescopic alloy wheelchair ramps £195.00. 


For ride comfort 
in a wheelchair, 


“you won't buy better than 
a new Brotherwood” 


>» NEW OR USED 
wheelchair 
accessible vehicles 


> HELP WITH 
FINANCE package 
(4.9% interest P.A.F. on 
new vehicles) 


> INSURANCE- The 
choice of utilising 
our own policy 
(Underwritten by CGU) 


ERSONAL AFTER 
SALES SERVICE for 
the life of the vehicle. 


> BUY-BACK SERVICE 
> SHORT & LONG 


TERM HIRE 
or Contract Lease. 


SYpotability 


ACCREDITED 


From £25,404.83 

Brotherwood conversion of the 

Volkswagen Sharan. V.C.A. Type 

THE MARK OF AguALTY Approval No. LC326/A/027. 
CONVERSION ee 


1 our conversion of the 

Volkswagen Sharan and 
Citroén Berlingo, all safety 
restraints including those 


for the wheelchair passenger 


Brotheens3d c conversion of the have been tested and 


Citroén Berlingo. Diesel and ‘ 
Automatic available. V.C.A. Type approved to the highest 


HE NCOHVERSION Bisbiovel NosLso NOS. European M1 standard. 


From £13,616.38 
Brotherwood conversion of the 
Renault Kangoo. Diesel and 
Automatic available. V.C.A. Type 
Aes in sabes 


THE MARK OF A QUALITY 
CONVERSION 


3 ns BROTHER WOOD 
AUTOMOBILITY LM ITED. 
Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 

Tel: 01935 872603 + Fax: 01935 872853 + e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 


- Conditioning . 
ee For more information see our website [ www.brotherwood.com | 
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about the British car 
¥ ~ market that justifies 
prices being 20-40 per cent 

higher than the rest of Europe? 

Survey after survey has 
shown that vehicles are over- 
priced and over-protected here. 
Not before time, the spotlight 
has now been turned on the 
anti-competitive practices of 
the car industry in Britain, and 
the Government has announced 
measures to redress this 
unacceptable situation. 

Competition Commission 
findings, announced in April, 
confirmed that supplier 
practices were far from being in 
the best interests of individual 
consumers. Claims that the UK 
dealer networks offered services 
that justified the price hikes 
looked increasingly hollow. 

Car manufacturers have 
been able to take advantage of 
an exemption from European 
Union legislation. This is due 
. to expire in 2002 and it is 
expected that the European 


What is the cost of car price cuts? 


Government plans to boost competition might sound good, but Ed Passant has his doubts 


Commission will not renew it. 
Car manufacturers will be 
obliged to market cars through 
any retail organisation that 
wants to sell them or even to 
sell directly to individual 
customers, rather than restrict 
supply to specialist, single- 
brand dealers. 

In response to this and 
consumer campaigns, the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry will in June announce 
measures designed to bring 
about greater competition. 

In broad terms, it will 
probably be unlawful for a 
supplier to discriminate 
between customers as they have 
in the past. Manufacturers will 
no longer be able to lay down 
conditions or targets for dealers 
and will have to give 
information on the terms, 
prices and discounts given to 
other suppliers. 

But before we start the 
champagne corks popping we 
need to examine some of the 
possible outcomes for disabled 
motorists. 

On the positive side: 

e In the long term, greater 
competition should drive car 
prices down. 

e These changes may allow car 
retailers to develop new 
approaches to the market. We 
are already seeing car super- 


Car of your dreams: you might fancy this Nissan Micra, but will the new measures allow you to have it? 


markets appearing and use of 
the internet to sell cars, includ- 
ing car-importing sites, such as 
www.carbusters.com 

@ Dealers might have a wider 
range of vehicles, so customers 
can test-drive different makes 
at a single site. 

@ Closer relationships could 
form between adaptation spe- 
cialists and multi-franchisees. 

e Customers are more likely to 
get impartial advice and have 
wider finance options. 

On the negative side: 

e Manufacturers will resist 
change, so any price reductions 


that do occur are unlikely to be 
significant or immediate. 

e Some price differences will 
still be allowed where there are 
large volume sales. 

@ Not everyone has access to 
the internet. 

e Unless dealers are obliged to 
sell the whole range of cars 
available, they may only sell the 


‘Manufacturers may 
become even less 
concerned with 
developing disability- 
friendly cars and 
concentrate on less 
specialist markets’ 


most profitable or popular 
models. Less popular models 
which might suit the needs of a 
disabled driver may become 
more expensive, difficult to find 
or discontinued altogether. 

e Manufacturers may become 
even less concerned with 
developing disability-friendly 
cars and concentrate on the less 
specialist market sector. 

@ Smaller car dealers may be 
put out of business, unable to 
negotiate large discounts. 

e Retailers and repairers may 
be less keen to invest, as they 
cannot guarantee winning 
customers. Some vehicles may 
require a more dedicated, 
specialist and specifically 
trained infrastructure. 

e Manufacturers cannot make 
dealers meet certain standards 
in order to retain a franchise. 

e A drop in new car prices 
would have a knock-on effect 
on the second-hand market and 
therefore on trade-in values. 

e Disabled people who obtain 
vehicles through the Motability 
scheme already benefit from 
fleet buyer discounts and may 
not notice any real price 
improvement. Indeed, a 


squeeze on fleet discounts 
could have the reverse effect. 

e Schemes like the Disabled 
Drivers’ Motor Club’s deal 
with Renault, where members 
can obtain a fleet discount of 
£400 from the manufacturer in 
addition to the best discount 
they can get from a dealer, may 
prove harder to negotiate, as 
volumes would not be known 
in advance. 

Certainly, we welcome 
moves to prevent 
manufacturers from dictating 
the way cars are sold and 
forcing them to operate a more 
transparent pricing system. 

Greater flexibility, freedom 
and choice has to be a good 
thing, but the impact on 
disabled motorists may be 
limited, precisely because, via 
Motability, disabled people have 
gained the advantages currently 
available to large fleet 
customers. Also, the UK car 
market is currently under such 
pressure that there are already 
some very good deals to be had. 

At least the Government 
should learn from past fiascos 
in the transport arena. They 
surely cannot repeat the public 
transport deregulation debacle. 
Heralded as a great step 
forward for consumer choice 
and business, this turned out to 
be a short-lived flurry of 
activity on our bus routes, 
resulting in congestion, 
confusion and consternation. 

Cynics might argue that it is 
not difficult to envisage a 
similar scenario happening 
with private transport, 
resulting in the disabled 
traveller being no better off. 

I prefer to take a more 
optimistic view and hope that 
the over-pricing game is finally 
up for the UK motor trade. 

Ed Passant is chief executive 
of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club. 
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Douglas Campbell 
has some insider 
tios on the Mobility 
Roadshow 


X70) OUD 


Mobility Roadshow 


the future of mobility 


hings are really hotting 

up in preparation for 

this year’s Mobility 
Roadshow. 

With over 200 stands and an 
expected 25,000 visitors, the 
roadshow is going to be bigger 
and, hopefully, better than ever 
before. Read on for a couple of 
bits of useful information (free 
ice cream and a big saving on a 
really handy book). 

There will be lots of cars to 
look at, climb in, try out for 
loading your wheelchair and 
test-drive. Remember to bring 
your driving licence if you want 
to try anything out. 

Gowrings make those 
wonderful Chairman vehicles 
that can carry a disabled 
passenger sitting in their 
wheelchair, and they will be 
providing vehicles to shuttle 
visitors to and from the show. 

On their stand pride of place 
will go to the launch of the 
Chairman Zafira. It is a stylish 


Pride of place: Gowrings will launch their Chairman Zafira at the roadshow 


providing skid control 
demonstrations in the Zafira. 
Ford are launching 
“MAGIC” at the show. It has 
nothing to do with conjurers 
but is a new phone service for 
disabled motorists, offering 
information on vehicles, 
Motability and much more. 
Jim Doran will be at the 
roadshow with his range of 
conversions and hand controls. 
Jim has been modifying cars 


Climb every mountain: the Rural Pursuit Vehicle from Frazier 


multi-purpose vehicle the 

size of a mid-range family 
estate, with a light, low-angle 
counterbalanced ramp and rear 
lowering suspension for really 
simple access. You will get the 
chance to win use of this super 
vehicle for a week. 

On the Vauxhall stand you 
will find the new Agila, which 
will not be in the showrooms 
for a few weeks yet. This little 
car has a boxy shape which 
allows lovely wide doors and 
lots of space. The back seats 
fold flat, giving room for a 
wheelchair and luggage. What 
a pity there is no automatic 
gear option at present. 


Vauxhall will have a range of 


cars for test-driving and am 
told they will be offering free 
ice cream. They are also 


for so long now that he is one 
of the best people to ask if you 
have an engineering problem. 
He hopes to have a couple of 
converted Jaguars at the 
roadshow. 

Reselco has a new seat that 
moves not only up and down 
but also forwards, backwards 
and sideways. The latest 
infrared control box helps if 
you can’t manage switches 
dotted around the steering 
wheel and the dashboard. And 
for people who prefer a manual 
gearbox, Reselco has a new 
concept in electronic clutches. 

Frazier are new to the 
roadshow. They will be 
showing their new Rural 
Pursuit Vehicle, which is an 
all-terrain vehicle designed to 
carry an occupied wheelchair. 


é ane SU PPLE Ey 
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Association Countryside 


Access Group, who will also be 
at the roadshow, and the design 
has already been thoroughly 
tested by a very demanding 
bunch of users. They tell me it 
is meant to be the equivalent of 
green wellies for disabled 
people, and they will be 
offering demonstration rides on 
some suitably tough terrain. 

The Smooth Ride Guide to 
the United Kingdom will also 
be launched. It gives details of 
access to accommodation, 
attractions and leisure, sporting 
and transport facilities — it’s the 
first time this information has 
been brought together in a 
single book. The guide will 
normally cost £9.95 but will be 
just £5 at the roadshow. 

As well as the important 
It’s handy for getting round a business of test-drives and 
farm or country estate but can’t 
be used on the road. Sounds 
just the job for access to really 
wild countryside, or just to get 
around the horse trials course. 

Beamer are introducing the 


Tramper Scooter, which is 
rather more than just another 
scooter. It will allow access to 


visiting the stands, there are go- 
karts, a créche, entertainment 
and prizes. Make a day out of it. 
Douglas Campbell is chief 
executive of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association. 


country walks and parks, yet 
still be legal like any other class 
3 scooter. The idea came from 
the Disabled Drivers 


Factfile 


e The Mobility Roadshow, 23-25 June, is at Donington Park in Derby. It opens at 10am and closes at 
| 6pm (4pm on Sunday). Admission and parking is free and you do not even need a ticket. 
e As this is a major motor racing circuit it is well signposted from the M1 (use junctions 23a or 24), 
the A42 (continuation of the M42 from Birmingham), and the ASO from Derby and the North West. 
Free, accessible buses will run hourly from Derby station, 9.10am to 2.10pm, returning in the 
afternoon. International links are available from East Midlands Airport, which is almost next door. 
e For details, tel: 01344 770946, fax: 01344 770950, e-mail: choice@gtnet.gov.uk, website: 
www.justmobility.co.uk/roadshow 
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SMotability’ 


2 DN, Freepost (BR1032), Mountney Bridge Business Park, 
Joo) es East Sussex BN24 5BR 


Fax: 01 pee 161505 
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Mercedes Benz Vito 2.1 diese 
on the road : 


Nissan 


Vanette 2.3 diese Rat Nast r2 5 diesel | 


on the road £16, 995. ontte roa 


Mercedes peer trol 
ant theroad i Dy & * 
ALL PRICES ASSUME 
VAT AND = 


ROAD FUND LICENSE 
ZERO RATING. 


VW 800 Special 1.9 turho diese ee Renault Trafic 1.9 ese | 


nthe road | available as automatics. on the road 


UF Versa family range of vehicles are the benchmark of quality. | Vv E R S A S A L E Ss | 
The trims and fabrics used in these vehicles are of the highest Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
l 
| 
1 
: 


standard as well as being colour co-ordinated with soft headlinings | Moor ns Anes pps WA8 7AL. 


and recess discrete lighting. With many comfort, convenience, safety | =F > 


% > Or ava’ 
3 te u a 4 VUY 
and security features, the list is endless. | pendence) Pye 
For further information or to arrange a demonstration please contact | : ax: z 01 51 49 a 4 382 
Phil Beecham or Mike Jones | Monday - Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm 


Phone Phil Beecham or Mike Jones for New Versa ne otability 
and Phil Hawkins for Used Versa Enquiries. torah iy miata | 


Web site: www.wcc-nissan.co.uk E-mail: wcc@wcc-nissan.co.uk | 
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The Forum’s for you 


A £1m cash injection 
just announced will 
help the Forum of 
Mobility Centres do 
its vital work, Says 
Morigue Cornwell 


he Forum of Mobility 
Centres has just been 
given a boost of £1m 


over three years which will 
assist us in helping elderly and 
disabled people become as inde- 
pendently mobile as they can. 
There are 13 accredited and 
associate members in England, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, 
with two centres in Wales 
about to join. We want to 
provide a standard service 
within easy reach of any elderly 
or disabled person living in the 
UK. The Forum vision is “safe 
mobility for all”. 
All accredited centres offer: 
e Free information on outdoor 
personal transport. During last 
year, 31,712 telephone enquiries 
were answered; 3,917 letters 
were received; and 2,379 people 
visited the centres. 
e Assessments for drivers both 
on vehicle choice with control 
options and advice on ability to 
learn to drive, continue driving 
or return to driving after an 
accident or illness. Over the 
last year, 3,276 drivers had 
assessments at Forum centres. 
e Assessments and advice for 


passengers getting in and out of 
vehicles and on safe loading of 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
There were 272 assessments of 
this kind during the year. 

Some centres: 


e Advise on selection and use 
of wheelchairs and scooters. 

@ Give tuition for novice 
drivers, people returning to 
driving after a break and those 
changing to a different method 
of car control. 

e Supply and fit car adapta- 
tions for drivers and passengers 
with disabilities (Cornwall and 
Derby). 

e Have accommodation for 
people coming for assessments 
and for those who are taking a 
residential driving course 
(Banstead). 

All centres run at a loss and 
there has always been a policy 
to subsidise services to ensure 
they are available to everyone 
who needs help. Five centres 
have charitable status; the 
Mobility Advice and Vehicle 
Information Service has always 


innovative hand cont 


CARES 


Fitted over steering MM Fitted under 
wheel steering wheel 


@ Retains air bag @ Retains air bag 


@ Conventional @ Conventional 
driving option driving option 


Vacuum and electronic automatic clutch systems available to 


anemrey Drive. 


A range of easy to use, 


Electronic Ring [§ Mechanical Under § Mechanical Push 
Accelerator Wheel Accelerator Ring 
@ Replaces existing 


Mi Airbag removed 
@ Conventional 


i Simple radial action 
incorporating brake 
lever 


steering wheel 


driving option 


convert manual gear change to semi-automatic 


For your nearest 
fitter contact: 


ELAP 


ENGINEERING LIMITED 
Fort St., Accrington, Lancs BB5 [OG 


( ELAP ) Tel: 01254 871599 Fax: 01254 389992 


E-mail: mail@elap.co.uk Web: www.elap.co.uk 


TEL: 01254 871599 FOR MORE INFORMATION 


been funded through the 
Department of the 
Environment, Transport and 
the Regions (DETR); the others 
have links with hospitals and 
get help through them. 

It has long been 
acknowledged that no single 
government department is 
responsible for funding but, at 
the same time, that 
independent mobility is crucial. 

People who have had 
accidents or illnesses will not 
be fully rehabilitated until they 
have regained personal 
mobility. Even accessible public 
transport will not provide an 
appropriate means of transport 
for all mobility impaired 
people. Disabled people will 
never be able to take advantage 
of education and employment 
opportunities unless they can 
physically get there. 

So we are delighted that the 
Government has announced 
that the DETR will this year be 
providing financial support of 
£300,000 and the Department 
of Health £150,000 to help the 
English members of Forum. 

The next hurdle is to 
convince other departments to 
follow. We are counting on 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland to provide similar 
funding for their centres. 
Morigue Cornwell is director 
of Banstead Mobility Centre. 


REMOTE CONTROL 
OF LIFT OPERATION 


Find your nearest centre 


1. Banstead Mobility Centre, Surrey, 
tel: 020 8770 1151, fax: 020 8770 1211. 
2. Birmingham Mobility Centre 
(associate member), tel: 0121 442 
3434, fax: 0121 442 3435. 

3. Cornwall Friends Mobility 
Centre, tel: 01872 254 920, 
fax: 01872 254921. 

4. Derby Regional Mobility 
Centre, tel: 01332 371929, 
fax: 01332 382377. 

5. Edinburgh Driving 
Assessment Service, tel: 
0131 537 9192, fax: 0131 
537 9193. 

6. Kilverstone Mobility Assessment 


Centre (associate member), Norfolk, 
tel: 01842 753029, fax: 01842 755950. 
7. Mobility Advice and Vehicle Information Service (MAVIS), 
Berkshire, tel: 01344 661000, fax: 01344 661066. 

8. Mobility Centre, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, tel: 0191 219 5694, 
fax: 0491 219 566S. 

9. Mobility Service of the Disabled Living Centre (West of 
England), tel: 0117 965 9353, fax: 0117 965 3652. 

10. North Wales Disabled Drivers Assessment Centre (proposed 
member), tel: 01745 584858, fax: 01745 582762. 

11. Northern Ireland Mobility Centre (associate member), 

tel: 028 9066 1252, fax: 028 9066 9310. 

12. Oxford Driving Assessment Service, tel: 01865 227600, 

fax: 01865 227294. 

13. South Wales Disabled Drivers Assessment Centre (proposed 
member), tel: 029 2055 5130, fax: 029 2055 5130. 

14. William Merritt Disabled Living Centre (associate member), 
Leeds, tel: 0113 279 3140, fax: 0113 231 9291. 

15. Wrightington Mobility Centre, Lancashire, tel: 01257 256409, 
fax: 01257 253809. 


THE CAR, WITHOUT — 
TRANSFER, IN 
CONSTABLES ALL 
PURPOSE WHEELCHAIR. 


ELECTRIC OR ATTENDANT 
MODELS 


CAR BOOT REMAINS 
FREE FOR LUGGAGE 


Free Demonstration 


ELAND BY ARRANGEMENT) 


* This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number CIDADE es Ge 
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If you have problems getting around you might welcome information from someone who understands. That’s why we've set up our 
Mobility and General Information Centre (MAGIC). All our staff are trained to help with any mobility need — from test driving 


vehicles and getting them adapted, to putting you in touch with specialist disabled help groups. We can even tell you about 


Official Sponsor 


DisabilityNwow July 200 


The other 20% actually 
experience them. 7m 


disabled holiday centres. And if you’re eligible for the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, we'll explain 
how you can use it to get a brand new car through the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Contact us free on 0800 240241 


You'll be amazed how far you can get with just one phone call. Opening hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat. www.fordmagic.co.uk 


SVotability 


“This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 
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Joe Hennessey 
test-drives the 
Canta, the 
Compact and 

— for extra luxury 
— the Mondeo 


In 1999, Hyundai was voted the UK 
Automotive Company of the Year by the 
institute of Transport Management and 
heralded as “one of the top players mn the | 
UK automotive industry”. 


In 2000, it happened again. 


Should we be surprised? When you jook | 


at how we design our cars, we have to 
admit that the answer is. probably “no”. S 


The new Hyundai Accent 41.3: is. a case. 
in point. With more space and power than 
any other hatchback for the price, i 
incredible package: 2 


he disability market is 

crying out for a small 

vehicle that can be 
driven from a wheelchair. 

So the Canta, runner-up in 
DN’s New Product Showcase 
awards at Naidex in May, has 
received considerable attention, 
including from Motability and 


the Department of Health, 
whose trike users are going to 
have to give up their vehicles 
before April 2003. 

Made in the Netherlands, the 
Canta looks at first glance like 
one of the “fun cars” that are 
increasingly part of our motor- 
ing scene. Its modern look does 


Power steering, driver. and passenger 
airbags” and an RDS. stereo with four 
Hee are fitted | as" anes, > fev 


The new Hyundai Accent. 
Bigger and better. 
But still with added value. 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Court, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1JX. 
*Hyundai Accent 1.3i at £7,699, on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). 
Metallic paint option free of charge on Motability vehicles only. 


*This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 S1otabi li ty 


Wheels that work for you 


not set it apart as a “disabled 
person’s vehicle”. 

It is easy to park and 
manoeuvre, although I did find 
wheelchair access a bit tight. 

A touch of the button on the 
portable zapper opens the rear 
door, and the compact ramp 
lowers itself to the ground. 
Although this has quite a gentle 
gradient, the rear wheel arches 
of the car made the entrance 
width too narrow for me to 
self-propel a manual wheelchair 
inside, and I had to be pushed 
in by someone. 

Once inside, though, there 
was plenty of elbow room and 
good visibility. Electronics were 
much in evidence, including a 
wheelchair locking system and 
a safety feature which prevents 
the ignition being operated if 
the wheelchair is not secured or 
the doors are not shut. 


‘The Canta’s modern 
look does not set it apart 
as a “disabled person’s 
vehicle’”’ 


The centrally positioned 
steering wheel was higher than 
I am used to, as were the hand- 
operated accelerator and brake. 
But the Canta can be tailored to 
a wide range of individual 
needs. Two conventional seats 
can replace the drive-from- 
wheelchair version. A folded 
wheelchair and other luggage 
can be stored behind the seats. 

In the Netherlands and other 
European countries the Canta is 
classified as a quadricycle and 
was designed for cycle tracks. It 
is certainly not for motorway 
driving and will never be first 
away at the lights. The claimed 
top speed is 45mph, but, at 60 
miles to the gallon, the Canta is 
easy on the pocket. The gearbox 
is a variable automatic. 

The engine sounds much 
noisier than a conventional car. 
It needed a fair bit of revving to 
move, but the hand accelerator 
was light and easy to operate. 
Joining a road of fast-moving 
traffic or entering a roundabout 
from stationary could be tricky, 
though probably no more so 
than for heavy goods vehicles. 

Stopping, of course, can be 
even more important than start- 
ing. I needed to apply quite a 
lot of strength to operate the 
brakes, but I am told they can 
be readily adjusted. 

The Canta has now been 
accredited by the Motability 
technical team. They are confi- 
dent that the Canta is a well- 
engineered product. However, 
because relatively few are being 
produced, the cost in the UK is 
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quite high (from £7,371) and it 
may be some time before we see 
a finance package through 
Motability. 

The entrance width for 
drivers from self-propelled 
wheelchairs needs sorting. For 
them, the Canta probably has 
to have a wider wheelbase. For 
powered wheelchair users, the 
access width may be less of a 
problem or no problem at all. 

Of the remaining NHS- 
issued trike drivers who want to 
drive beyond 2003, many are 
keen to have a micro car 
solution and the Canta is the 
likeliest option. It has a lot of 
potential. Tel: 01484 683193. 

For disabled people travelling 
as passengers in wheelchair- 
accessible vehicles, there are 
now a great many makes and . 
models to choose from. I tried 
the Brotherwood Compact at 
Banstead. It is a version of the 
Citroen Berlingo Multispace, 
one of the new generation of 


G, CHARTWELL ¢, 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established over 30 years 


Shown below are just some of the special facilities available 


Motor insurance including adapted vehicles 
Legal protection cover included with the option of 


including RAC cover for £49 
Household buildings and contents cover 


Travel insurance 


Wheelchairs including scooters and powerchairs 


Commercial insurance 


For a competitive quotation, contact us on: 


020 8958 0900 


Visa, Mastercard and Switch cards are accepted 
Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP. 


Ooh aah Canta: it looks good and has been given the seal of approval by the Motability technical team 


“mini” multi-purpose vehicles. 

You get in via a shallow, 
manually operated ramp and 
lowered floor. An electric winch 
makes lighter work of loading 
the wheelchair with passenger 
and then, when locked, acts as 
part of the restraint system, 
which also includes a lap and 
diagonal safety belt. I felt very 
secure when strapped in. 

Before being adapted, the 
Berlingo has a rear seat for 
three passengers. In the 
Compact this is replaced by two 
full-sized seats with the wheel- 
chair user being located very 
inclusively between them. 

With 57in internal head- 
room, my seated height of S1in 
left plenty of room. 

Brotherwood, a long estab- 
lished and reputable vehicle 
conversion supplier, is keen to 
point out that the Compact is 
not an adapted van but its own 
version of the Multispace. The 
high standard of the work is 


apparent. Ride quality is of 
particular significance for 
wheelchair passengers and | 
found it very good. Visibility is 
also good. 

A number of the Berlingo 
Multispace optional extras are 
included as standard in the 
Compact, including air 
conditioning and electric front 
windows. There are cheaper 
wheelchair-accessible vehicles, 
but the £18,000 Compact is still 
well worth considering. 

Tel: 01935 872603. 

If you can afford £21,000, a 
Ford Mondeo two-litre 
automatic Ghia X can give you 
a taste of luxury. It is a well- 
established and successful car, 
which has had a few makeovers 
in its time. I have been driving a 
five-door version with single- 
lever push-pull hand controls 
from Hodge Mobility, an 


excellent family firm. 

One of the features of this 
up-market model which I really 
appreciate is the electrically 
adjustable driver’s seat which, 
at the touch of a button, can 
recline, move forward and 
back, and have its height and 
rake altered. Oh, and the front 
seats are heated as well. 

This adjustability is more 
than just a creature comfort. 
Many full-time wheelchair 
users who have to load their 
wheelchair behind them after 
transferring to the driver’s seat 
can only do so by being able to 
make these seat adjustments. 
Usually, they have to be done 
manually, which can be both 
time and effort-consuming. 

The Mondeo Ghia X has 
some other user-friendly 
features. Air conditioning, spe- 
cific temperature setting, cruise 
control (marvellous for long- 
distance driving), leather seats 
and lots more. 

Petrol gauges can be difficult 


to judge, so the display which 
calculates how many miles you 
have left in the tank is very 
useful. When you have only 50 
miles left you get an audible 
warning and you get another 
one at 25 miles. There really is 
no excuse for running out of 
juice, although a serious 
miscalculation once saw me 
only three miles from disaster 
when I reached a petrol station 
in the middle of nowhere. A 
good lesson learned! 

The Mondeo I tried is very 
much a serious motorist’s car 
with comfort, safety and perfor- 
mance. In my experience, it is a 
leader rather than a follower. 
Tel: 0800 240241. 

Joe Hennessey is vice chairman 
of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association. 


The going’s good with Brotherwood: the well-converted Compact 


KEEPING THE DREAMS ALIVE 
The Landeez 


Move easily and comfortably in the 


town and across country in the Four X. 
Overcome barriers you now think are 
not possible. Positive 4-wheel drive over 
challenging terrain, long grass, sand & 
snow. Adjustable seat for extra comfort 
going up and down hills and kerbs. 
Lights and indicators are standard. Choice 
of seating options for extra comfort. 


ot 


ez all 


terrain wheelchair. Access to beach, over 
shingle or sand. Explore nature trails. 
Winter snow becomes fun not a problem. 
Reduces damage to lawns and gravel 
paths. The rugged stainless steel frame 
gives you choice of beach, country, BBQ, 
picnic or restaurant with quick change 
indoor wheels. 


For ano obligation demonstration, literature or further information on 
these, or any of our products, contact: 


Wheelchair Corporation Limited 


Incmoor House 


Chelmarsh, Bridgnorth 
Shropshire WV16 6AZ 


tel: (01746) 861940 Fax: (01746) 862085 
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If you’re convinced 
your disability stops 
you driving, think 
again. There are 
adaptations which 
could help, says 
Barbara Hatton 


“= «7 ye all value the 
/ independence that 


But when someone has a 
disability, they may feel that 
driving is no longer an option. 
The car may be difficult to get 
into and what is the point of 
being able to drive if you are 
unable to load a wheelchair to 
give you mobility at your 
destination? 

More fundamentally, a 
disability which means that 
limbs no longer work or give 
great pain may make drivers 
feel they have no choice but to 
hang up their car keys. 

There are, however, many 


for its visitors this year. 


= Wide range of cars and 
adapted cars 
Converted vehicles of 
all kinds 

Wheelchair driver 
conversions 

Wide range of mobility 
aids plus designer 
clothing 

Test track venue 


@ 


REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR DRIVING LICENCE 


FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Alexandra Tilbury, 

Sheffield City Trust, Don Valley 
Stadium, Worksop Road, 
Sheffield $9 3TL 

Tel: 0114 243 5355 

Fax: 0114 243 5033 


¥ Y driving a car gives us. 


17,18,19th AUGUST 2000 


SHEFFIELD ARENA © 
OPEN 10.00am - 4.00pm — 


The Northern Mobility 2000 has hugely improved facilities 


= Wheelchairs, powered 
wheelchairs & scooters 
> \ndoor/outdoor displays 
Advice and information 
> On-site refreshments 
and family 
entertainment 

All parking within 100 
metres of exhibition 


Realise a driving ambition 


adaptations which can enable 
you to keep on driving. 

Vehicle choice has never 
been greater. Small cars are 
now routinely available with 
power-assisted steering and 
automatic transmission as 
standard features. For many 
people, the change to an 
automatic car may be all that is 
needed. Not having to change 
gear means less stressful 
driving, and being able to keep 
two hands on the steering 
wheel means that even weak or 
painful upper limbs can still be 
used to drive. When the left leg 
has problems, driving a car 
without a clutch may be the 


At the touch of a button: using an infrared unit for the controls 


Circle in a spiral: the central accelerator ring is operated by squeezing 


way forward. It can also 
lessen strain on the back and 
reduce pain. 

The new generation of 
vehicles with higher access 
means that getting in and out 
may be easier for people who 
are able to stand but have weak 
or painful lower limbs. 


AGREE 


EXCITING NEW 
ENTERTAINMENT 
AREA 
CENTERTAINMENT 


now open within 100 metres of the 
exhibition centre comprising: Virgin 20 
screen cinema, Hollywood Bowl, Blitz & 
Pizza, Burger King, Fatty Arbuckles, Frankies, 
Old Orleans and Quinceys. 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 


for each venue, available in every 
programme. 


For drivers who have no use 
in either leg, the operation of 
the accelerator and brake can 
be transferred from the feet to 
the hands. The “push/pull” 
type of hand-operated 
accelerator and brake has now 
been available for many years: 

a lever is fitted at the side of the 


steering column, and the driver 
pushes away to brake and pulls 
to accelerate. 

This type of adaptation has 
now been developed to work 
on a different plane: the lever 
is pushed down to accelerate 
and pushed away to brake. It 
uses gravity to assist with 
acceleration and is known as a 
“radial” control. 

Drivers with two functional 
but weak arms can also operate 
the accelerator via a “central 
accelerator ring”. This is an 
electronic device, where an 
inner ring is fitted to the 
steering wheel and is squeezed 
to accelerate. 

Even people with very high 
levels of disability can operate 
a vehicle by means of a 
joystick, which works like an 
electric wheelchair control. 

Power-assisted steering can 


The Montana Accessible People Carrier 


High quality with easy access & excellent visibility for the 
wheelchair user. 
4 or 5 luxury seats plus a generous wheelchair space. 


Standard features include: 


Options include: 
Automatic transmission 
Metallic paint 

seat 
Air suspension 


We also convert other models 
including Mercedes Benz, 
Volkswagen, Peugeot & Ford. 


Used vehicles? Yes, various 
models from £3,000 - £15,000 
all with full service, MOT & 
warranty. 


Low floor & lightweight ramp 
Air conditioning 
Electric windows 
and mirrors 
Central locking 
Tinted windows 
Power steering 


For further details please ring David or Paul on 


01626 853050 


make driving considerably 
easier and, for people who are 
very weak, tailor-made steering 
can help even further. 

The use of a steering wheel 
spinner, which is a knob fitted 
to the rim of the steering 
wheel, may help with tight 
manoeuvres when you’re 
steering with one hand only. 

When drivers have the use of 
only one hand and are unable 
to take their hand off the 
steering wheel to operate 
secondary controls (eg lights, 
wipers etc), the steering spinner 
may be fitted with an infrared 
control unit. Similar to a TV 
remote, it allows all secondary 
controls to be operated at the 
touch of a button. 

For drivers who have lost 
the use of their right leg, an 
alternative method of driving 
may have to be a left-footed 
accelerator pedal. This is 


‘Driving need not be a 
skill of the past. The 
freedom it gives you 
should be preserved 
whenever possible’ 


placed where the clutch 
normally sits. But beware: 
careful assessment and 
instruction is always necessary 
before using this type of 
adaptation to avoid accidents. 
Old habits die hard! 
Extensions and adaptations 
can help operate the gear 
selector, handbrake, ignition 
key and secondary controls. 
Additional and larger 
mirrors can help give all-round 
vision to drivers who have 
difficulty turning their neck. 
There are numerous types of 
hoists for lifting people and 
wheelchairs into a vehicle, and 
they can be mounted on the 
roof or in the car. The fitting of 
swivel and height-adjustable 
seats can also help the driver 
and passenger get in and out. 
All these devices should 
be tried before purchase. 
Everybody is different and 
needs careful assessment to 
find the most appropriate 
solution to their driving and 
vehicle access problems. 
Adaptations need practice if 
they are to be used properly. 
Driving need not be a skill of 
the past just because of the 
onset of a disability. The 
freedom which driving gives 
you should be preserved 
whenever possible. 
Assessment can be provided at 
mobility centres (see page 7 of 
the motoring supplement). 
Barbara Hatton is therapy 
manager at the Wrightington 
Mobility Centre. 
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‘Fromtheultimate inluxury... [iaaanenen 


AUTOMOTIVE 
Oe ecles V-Cleiss Llioariy Gin ee 


ese ueneses in atieeeblis) 


SUZUKI Wagon + Liberty 


net ema wwheelchcir 
Bhe/er Wheelchcir jo>cssencer 


hate ae 


(Plus everything in between)) , : 
LL . | —  , 


“gordsey ontrerced (* CQ 
"ond fuly cdapies forn only - mC) 


Powerchairs promise you: e We stock machines that carry up 
e A caring service from a family to 32 stone and can go from 
run business. 10-35 miles on one charge 
e Unique price guarantee that you e Automatic battery charge 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. included. 
¢ Up to 8mph for road use. e All major credit cards accepted. 
e Free home assessments. 
e Free 12 months insurance on We buy second-hand electric 
new models. wheelchairs and scooters. 
E x ‘ . 100s of nearly new machines in 
o driving license required. 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


e Low deposit finance available 
on request. Part exchanges welcome. 


PowerchairS 


Est 1982 
MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Disabilitynow July 2000 


14 Motoring supplement 


Advice to keep you moving 


Motoring is more 
than being behind 
the wheel. Dan 
Batten gives handy 
advice on how to 
get the most from 
your car 


but have trouble moving 


[: you ’rea keen Caravanner, 


your caravan about when 


it’s disconnected from your car, 


give Powrwheel a spin (right). 


You fit it to the front of your 


caravan and then, rather than 
using the strength of Samson, 
move your caravan at the press 
of a button, which activates a 


nifty little engine. The unit can 
be modified for people with 
various disabilities. From £499 
(inc. VAT) with a five-year 
guarantee from Powrwheel, 
tel: 0800 838 027, website: 
www.powrwheel.com 

Fed up with making 
umpteen phone calls to get one 
bit of information? The new 


MOTABILITY 


MAGIC (Mobility and General 
Information Centre, below 
right) information service from 
Ford should be able to point 
you in the right direction. 

Call the hotline and you can 
find details on driving tests, 
vehicle adaptations and other 
manufacturers’ vehicles. You 
might even get to speak to a 


BENEFITS DIRECT 


Nil Advance — 

Rental 

onselected 
-new Daewoos 


Should you, or a member i your family, receive Disabled Living Allowance at the higher rate, you 
.. all thanks to Daewoo Motability. Should you wish, we 


eTpotability 


could be driving a brand new Daewoo . 


ladly arrange a home visit, at your convenience, so you can test drive a Daewoo for yourself. 


All new Banca: (exc. Korando & Musso) include ; as s standard: 


¢ Power steering * Dual airbags ° ° Imm 


. ‘Tinted glass * RDS radiolcassette ste 


ALL DAEWOO MOTABILITY CARS COME WITH: 


e 3 Years servicing 
e 3 Years RAC cover 
e 3 Years insurance 


e FREE Advanced Driving Course 


in association with the 


Institute of Advanced Motorists 


0800 30 99 03 


NZ DAEWOO 


real live disabled person, as 20 
per cent of the customer service 
advisers have a disability. 
MAGIC helpline, tel: 0800 240 
241, minicom: 0800 169 3049, 
e-mail: help@fordmagic.co.uk, 
website: www.fordmagic.co.uk 
It’s been around since 1922, 
so the Disabled Drivers’ Motor 
Club should know its stuff by 


now. 


Members can get discounts 
on insurance, ferry travel and 
breakdown services among 
other things. The club publishes 
an annual handbook as well as 
a bi-monthly newsletter and a 
wide range of information 
sheets, including orange badge 
use and how to get free road 
tax. £8 single membership per 
annum, £12 for joint. Tel: 
01832 734724. 

Another stalwart is the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association. 
It can give you a range of 
information on motoring and 
has its own gadget expert, 


Janet Johnson. According to 
chief executive Doug Campbell, 
if it exists, Janet will know 
about it. If you want to contact 
her, tel: 01508 489449, or 
e-mail: ddahq@aol.com 

You’re stuck on the road and 
need assistance. How do you 
attract attention? 

One way is with an Envoy 
Vehicle Courtesy System. This 
visual display device sits on the 
rear window or parcel shelf and 
is powered by your cigarette 
lighter. At the press of a button 
on an ergonomically designed 
control pad, one of three 
messages, “thanks”, “sorry” or 
“help”, will flash for five 
seconds in the display. £39.99 
(plus p&p) from Rageintel, PO 
Box 5736, Corby NN18 9ZB, 
tel: 0800 195 7710. 

Also from Rageintel, a nifty 
device to fight the driver’s 
worst nightmare — the dead 
battery. If you’ve got a 
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Carstarter II with you, hours 
stranded on busy roads will be 
a thing of the past. 

The unit, which recharges 
500 times using nicad batteries, 
plugs directly into your 
cigarette lighter and charges 
your battery in around 15 
minutes. You can even use the 
unit to power items such as a 
mobile phone or a CD player. It 
is less than eight inches long 
and weighs under a kilo, so 
carting it around isn’t a 
problem. £39.99 (plus p&p). 

Those trusty knights of the 
road, the Automobile 
Association (AA), have a few 
handy publications (below) to 
advise disabled motorists, 
including The Disabled 
Travellers’ 
Guide, 
which 
looks at 
car 
travel in 
the UK 
and 
methods 
of travel 
when 
abroad, and a brochure telling 
where and how the European 
Parking Card can be used. AA 
membership line, tel: 0800 444 
999, disability helpline, tel: 
0800 262 0S0. 

Got a problem with an 
insurance claim? Then contact 
Claimslink (UK). Their website 
has details on 
solving 
problems 
with 
insurers, 
getting 
replacement 
vehicles and 
compensation 
claims. When 
you e-mail them, your problem 
will be assigned to your own 
personal adviser whom you can 
contact via a direct number. 
Visit www.claimslinkuk.co.uk 
or write to ClaimsLink (UK), 
PO Box 1312, Bristol BS99 2GP. 

The biggest obstacle to 
getting mobile can be affording 
a car, but the charity 


Motability can 


get you 
behind 

the wheel. 
It’s well 
known that 


it can 
arrange for 
you to lease 


or buy a 
vehicle if you 
get the higher 
rate of Disability Living 
Allowance or War Pensioners’ 
Mobility Supplement, but it 
can also help you buy a 
powered wheelchair or scooter. 
Call their customer information 
services department, tel: 01279 
635666, 8.45am-5.15pm, Monday 
to Friday, for more information. 
Daewoo have just launched a 
new range of cars on to the 


*subject to agreement 


for economic and 
Stylish mobility 


rs 
v7 recognised converter 
RENAULT 
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out on the road, why 


owrings Mobility understands 4 


your mobility needs and 
offers a rare combination of 
personal customer service 
and choice of wheelchair 
accessible vehicles. 


Nationwide free test drive 
and demonstration service 


3 year no quibble 
conversion warranty 


Fnendly and experienced 
sales advisors 


All servicing carried out at 
your local garage. 


To find out how you can 
experience the pleasures of easy 
motoring call the Freephone 
number below for your 

free Chairman information 


pack, or call our Sales Advice 
line on 01635 529500. 


SJVMotability accredited supplier 


the RAC’s Response breakdown 
service. Available to orange 
badge users, it is half the price 
of their standard cover at £80. 
Using your personal number, 


Motability scheme. Included in 
the range are the Matiz SE, 
available with no advance 
payments and a fixed weekly 
rental of £30, and the four-door 
Leganza. Contact Daewoo 
Motability for further 
information, tel: 0800 309 903. 
If you want piece of mind 


not use 


0800 626 389. 


“I didnt realise how hard 
it was lifting Olivia and 
her special chair in and 
out of our old 4 door car. 
The Chairman Kangoo 
makes every outing so 
easy, I find we are going 
out more and more - 
which is great!” 


Mrs ELAINE SLOANE & OLIVIA, 
CHESHIRE 


gowrings 
mobility 


a whole world of possibilities 


www.gowrings mobility.co.uk 


Gowrings Mobility Ltd. 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 SRU. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax 01635 529400 
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they can tell you are a disabled 
member as you phone. They 
can also be called to your house 
for those morning non-starts, 
and can arrange alternative 
transport or accommodation. 
Membership, tel: 0800 029 029, 
minicom breakdown line, tel: 


UNIV 


UNBEATABLE CONVERS| 
IN QUALITY, STYLE & PRICE. 


“A universal new way 

yy pe » to enjoy your freedom 

9. ae The new freedom range en universal. 
SALES HOTLINE: 0845 741 3348 

no nonsense Re. conversions 
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Holocaust 21 


One of disability’s darkest hours 


The Imperial War 
Museum’s new 
Holocaust 
Exhibition is timely, 
says Sally Brown 


efore moving on to 
B Jewish, gypsy, 
communist and gay 


people, Hitler’s Nazi Germany 
limbered up with the extermi- 
nation of disabled people. 

Based on the ideology of 
“racial purity”, early Nazi 
extermination techniques 
included starving, gassing and 
exposing physically and 
mentally disabled adults and 
children to fatal infections. 

Around 170,000 disabled 
people wéte killed by the Nazis, 
making them the second largest 
group of Holocaust victims 
after Jewish people. 

Attention now focuses 
increasingly on the events and 
legacy of the Holocaust. It is 
the subject of a new Imperial 
War Museum exhibition which 


(Top) Manfred Bernhardt, who 
had epilepsy, with his sister; 
(below) a picture of him at a 
children’s euthanasia clinic 


opened on 7 June, an Institute 
of Contemporary Arts (ICA) 
film season and a conference 
this summer. Some of that 
attention is falling on Hitler’s 
first victims. 

According to Dr Tom 
Shakespeare, research 
development officer for the 
Policy and Ethics Research 
Institute in Newcastle, there 
has been a tendency for 


disabled people and other 
minority groups of Holocaust 
victims to be overlooked. 

“The politics of the 
Holocaust are complex, but it is 
important to recognise all the 
minorities involved,” he says. 
“For example, there were so few 
people diagnosed with 
schizophrenia left in Germany 
after the Second World War 
that psychologists were 
seriously worried there would 
be nobody left to treat.” 

Dr Shakespeare is writing a 
book, Gene Politics from 
Eugenics to Genome, and has 
spoken about the Nazi eugenics 
programme and disabled 
people at the touring Anne 
Frank Exhibition. 

The Holocaust Exhibition at 
the Imperial War Museum 
includes photos, clothing, 
letters and personal testimonies 
of survivors, gathered from all 
over the world. 

There are many disturbing 
objects on display — a handcart 
used to haul the dead out of the 
Warsaw Ghetto, a pile of shoes 
from people killed in the gas 
chambers at the Auschwitz- 
Birkenau concentration camp, 
a photo of 7,000 Ukrainian 
Jews in a mass grave —anda 
plain, white, enamel table. This 
was the dissection table from 
Kaufbeuren-Irsee psychiatric 
hospital near Munich. 

Over 2,000 patients at 
Kaufbeuren-Irsee were either 
killed at the hospital or 
deported to “euthanasia” 
centres under the T4 
extermination programme of 
disabled people authorised by 
Hitler in October 1939. Under 
T4, all German hospital and 
asylum patients considered 
lebensunwert (unworthy of life) 
were sent to centres where they 
were gassed. T4 was officially 
halted in 1941 after protest, but 
other programmes continued, 
including a “children’s 
euthanasia” programme, 
thought to have killed 5,000 


SALLY BROWN 


Paving the way: practices used at camps like Auschwitz (above) had already been used on disabled peopl 


young disabled people. 

The stories of just some of 
these people are displayed. 
There are photographs of 
Manfred Bernhardt, who had 
epilepsy and died at Aplerbeck 
children’s euthanasia clinic near 
Dortmund, aged 13; and of 
Emmi G, 16, who had 
schizophrenia, and Anna V, 
both among the 200,000 
disabled people sterilised by 
doctors under the Nazis’ Law 
of Prevention of Offspring with 
Hereditary Disorders Act. 

Footage from propaganda 
films shows a physically 
disabled man paraded naked in 
front of the camera, while the 
voice-over states: “We look after 
them, but we do not let them 
multiply. In the future, such 
pitiful creatures shall not live 
alongside our healthy children.” 

That such ideas were 
prevalent in medical circles is 
highlighted in the Out of That 
Darkness season at the ICA in 
London in July. The season 
includes a day of film and 


Silent witness: a dissection 
table used at the Kaufbeuren- 
Irsee psychiatric hospital 


discussion on the legacy of the 
Holocaust for disabled people 
on 18 July. 

Films include Healing By 
Killing, which explores the role 
of doctors in the Nazi eugenics 
programme; Lieber Perla, 
which follows the last survivor 
of a family of small people 


Es 


experimented upon by Dr 
Mengeler at Auschwitz and 
filmed naked in front of Nazi 
officers; and Children of Gaia, 
narrated by Nabil Shaban, 
which looks at attitudes 
towards “physical deformity” 
from Sparta to the present. 
The ICA season is part of an 
international conference on the 
Holocaust, Remembering for 
the Future 2000, in Oxford and 
London in July, which will 


include a gathering of survivors. 


The time has never seemed 
riper for discussion of these 
issues. Advances in technology 
mean the subject of “medical” 
elimination of disability and 
creation of a “pure” humanity 
is topical once again. Cases of 
involuntary euthanasia have 


BKP, BERLIN 
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reopened the debate over 
whether medical professionals 
should be able to judge 
“quality of life”. Genocide in 
Rwanda and the former 
Yugoslavia have once again 
illustrated mankind’s potential 
for systematic inhumanity 
towards man, while David 
Irvine’s recent trial has given 
Nazi philosophies renewed 
publicity. 

“These issues are especially 
relevant now with the ongoing 
debate about genetics,” says 
ICA season adviser and DN 
TV reviewer Paul Darke. “This 
hasn’t just happened in the 
past, it’s happening right now. 
Huge numbers of people with 
Down’s syndrome are aborted 
— figures Hitler could only have 
dreamed of.” 

“It’s important to remember 
the Holocaust,” says Tom 
Shakespeare. “For example, 
calculations about the costs of 
disabled people were part of 
the Nazi programmes and 
sometimes they still come in 
today. That sort of cost benefit 
analysis should have been 
discredited by the Holocaust, 
but it is still there.” 

Hopefully, by opening up 
such horrors for discussion 
they can be prevented from 
happening again. The 
Holocaust Exhibition quotes 
18th century philosopher 
Edmund Burke: “For evil to 
triumph it is only necessary for 
good men to do nothing.” 


Imperial War Museum, Lambeth Road, London SE1 6HZ, tel: 
020 7416 5204, fax: 020 7416 5278. To book tickets for the 
Holocaust Exhibition, tel: 020 7416 5439, 10am-5.30pm. For 
information on access and parking, tel: 020 7416 5397. 

Out of That Darkness: Exploring the Legacy of the Holocaust in 


an Age of Genocide, 16-23 July, tel: 020 7930 3647, website: 


www.ica.org.uk/season/ootd 


Remembering for the Future 2000, 16-23 July, PO Box 25107, 
London SW1W 9WA, fax: 01223 246 887, e-mail: 
info@rftf2000.org.uk, website: www.rftf2000.org.uk 


e Simple to operate 

e Compact & portable 
e Safe & comfortable 
e Eye-to-eye contact 


e Can carry up to 21 
stones 
e Tested and built to 


The new Aston ‘Easy-Lift’ | 


e It folds up neatly — easy to store! 


e Eliminates back strain 


BS5827 CE Marking 
e Transfers from chair to 
wheelchair, to toilet, to bed. 


For details telephone Aston on 


01908 543812. 
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22 Up for grabs 


a 


ticket to ride 


Tidal Wave (the name says it _ Thorpe Park, five pairs 

seid of tickets, worth 
up to £37a 
pair. 


Alton Towers (left), 
Staffordshire, is set in 500 acres all...), gives riders the 
of countryside, is split into chance to experience an 
areas, ranging from The 85ft water drop — the 


Towers with the new ride Hex highest in Europe. To enter, 
—the legend of the towers, to When you decide fill out the 
the gardens with conservatories _ it’s time to dry off you . . > entry form 
and picnic areas. could visit Ranger County to “Tyee” below, stating 
Rides abound, with try Mr Monkey’s which amusement park(s) you 


Banana Ride, Miss would like to visit. 
Hippo’s Fungle Unlucky entrants can 


favourites like the ever 
popular Oblivion, 


Nemesis and Blackhole. Safari, or go to contact the parks on the 
American Adventure the Thorpe Farm following details. DN 
(below), Derbyshire, is and Octopus recommends readers always 
as the name suggests, an Garden. contact venues in advance to 
ummer is here, no matter have a range of rides, from the American themed park. You We have the check that their access needs 
J what the weather is telling purposely scarey to the more can watch a re-enactment of following tickets up for grabs: can be met. 
us, and we’re all looking for sedate, as well as shops, the Battle of the Alamo, Alton Towers, six pairs of Alton Towers, tel: 08705 
things to do over the holidays. restaurants, farms, kids’ wander down a New Orleans tickets, worth up to 204060 


DN has surveyed some of corners ba Mall, leave £40 a pair; American American 
the best amusement parks on and more. ah the kids in Adventure, 10 pairs Adventure, tel: 01773 
page 28, so what better than However, ‘ the of tickets, worth up §31521 
having a chance to win free they all have Aztec to £27 a pair; Drayton Manor, tel: 
tickets. their own themes and Kingdom indoor soft play area, | Drayton Manor 10 , tis & 01827 287979 
Most amusement parks specialities. or experience a space shuttle pairs of tickets, Fatal ere Pas P Thorpe Park, tel: 
take-off at The Missile. worth up to £28 a pair; and 0870 444 4466 


Drayton Manor, 
Staffordshire, has something 
for all the family. Intrepid 
visitors may want to try the 
new Apocalypse, a 180ft 
vertical standing drop, or 
Stormforce 10, to experience a 
real life RNLI lifeboat rescue 
(see Steps trying it out on p28). 

Alternatively there’s a zoo, 
Pirate Cove, and Robinson’s 
children’s corner. 

Thorpe Park (right), Surrey, 
has also got a new attraction. 


BENEFIT YOURSELF 


Are you claiming all you can? Scope’s expert 
Mike Hurdiss explains key benefits over the 
next five months. 


MOVING OUT 

How to set about seizing your independence. 

OUT AND ABOUT (2) 

More events and ideas to entice you — including pninenta Fie thet He 5 

the new Wildscreen@Bristol with its living Me: i ee oe a 

jeer ee ee K 10. > ff bo) 4 ) FOR FREE to Disability Now, Freepost 

MOBILITY ROADSHOW REVIEW Em ss 

Donington has passed — so what were the highs ? 

and lows of motoring in the new century? Ly Alton Towers, Staffordshire 

a Plus the best news, views, jobs and offers. © American Adventure, Derbyshire 
HAVES DAVIDSON | sale 2 : 
On sale 29 faly. ©) Drayton Manor, Staffordshire 
() Thorpe Park, Surrey 
(Please complete and take to your newsagent) .... fe 

Please reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice SS ee 
Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address eS 
NEV oc) ak eee Ce oe ee cen ne Se Moe le OS ne dr m i ee 
Xe (0 | en ee ae Rennes e ET ee 
Bee teres ae eo eee <NODE ORL A) kee er CTT, ° Closing date for offers: 30.6.2000 ¢ Entrants must 
said ch ccc URE Ned GUA ROO ESOL iPad ea Postcode:skaeetae eee be over 18 No proof of purchase required ¢ UK 


entrants only ¢ No cash alternatives ¢ Winners 
notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special offers not open to DN 


SSHMAC SE ssn schenneenesnsncte oss psn ons ete oelac STAR ava ack cres SE Re : eons 

2 staff or associates © Winners may be announced in DN ®¢ This is a joint 
To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, partnership with The Tussaud’s Group, Ventureworld Limited and 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, Universal Marketing, and we may use your name and address for further 
White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. marketing purposes. Please tick the box if you do not wish your name and 
Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. eee 
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Charter against charging 


scope Is part of the Coalition on Charging, a group of over 120 local 
and national organisations who believe it is wrong to charge older 
and disabled people for essential care services. Here Clare Muller 
meets one family to see how charging affects their lives... 


Joel is six years old. 

Like most boys his age he 
enjoys playing in the park, 
feeding the ducks and going 
to his Dolphin Swimming 
club where he recently won 
a young achiever award. 
But unlike most boys his age 
Joel is a registered young 
carer. It is Joel who helps his 
mum to get ready for bed — 
not the other way around. 

Wendy, Joel’s mother, is 
32 and has severe physical 
disabilities. She needs help with 
cooking, cleaning and ironing. 

Every fortnight her son 
goes to a Young Carer’s Club 
and each week he is visited 
by a young carer counsellor 
who talks with him about 
his feelings and emotions. 
When Wendy overhears their 
conversations she admits to 
being in tears. 

“He worries about me so 
much. When he answers the 
phone people think he is 10 
or 11 years old. The extra 
responsibility has made him 
mature beyond his years. It’s 
more than he should have to 
deal with.” 


Dramatic increase 


Wendy hasn’t always relied 

on her son for care. She used 
to pay for home help until the 
charges dramatically increased 
over night from £1.15 per week 
to £25. She was forced to 
withdraw her night-time care 
and now depends on her son. 

“Because I received Income 
Support I thought I would be 
exempt from the new care 
charges. However, when I 
contacted my local county 
council they told me that as 
I received Disability Living 
Allowance I would have to pay.” 

Wendy was told that if she 
could not manage to pay the 
new charges she must appeal. 
She remembers feeling panic- 
stricken as each week she 
would receive letters 
threatening to take action if 
she did not pay. 

“The bills just got higher and 
higher. My child was going 
without sweets. I could only 
just about afford the £1.15 


before this started. What was 
I supposed to do?” 

Wendy wrote a stream of 
appeal letters to her local 
council, listing all her expenses 
down to the last penny. 

At one point Wendy found 
herself phoning the council 
every week. 

“It was intimidating. I began 
to feel like I was just a number.” 

After nine separate 
humiliating appeals the charges 
were eventually reduced to 
£19 and then to £9 and then 
further to £5.25. Finally they 
were quashed on the grounds 
that as she was moving house 
to be closer to her parents she 
would be incurring additional 
expenses. 

Wendy remains shaken by 
the experience and by what lies 
ahead. The whole process will 
begin again in July when the 
charges are due to be 
reinstated. She is sure they will 
charge her £19 a week, which 
she claims she cannot afford. 
She has been forced to consider 
the possibility that her son will 
become her total carer. 

“I’m trying not to think about 
it now because when I worry 
my condition gets worse. I 
really think the charges should 
be abolished. Why should I be 
charged for getting up in the 
morning?” 

Wendy receives Income 
Support of around £100 per 
week and DLA of £211 per 
month. Out of her DLA she 
has to pay for someone to 
cook, clean, and iron. On top 
of this there are additional 
expenses such as excessive wear 
and tear on the carpet due to 
her wheelchair, extra heating 
bills as the cold causes pain, 
microwaved food and new 
clothes for her son every month 
because he is growing so fast. 


Tax on disabled people 


In Wendy’s opinion the 
charges are an additional tax 
on disabled people, “The 
government recognises that 
being disabled means you have 
more expenses and need more 
care. The DLA is provided to 
ease this very strain. Then the 


Wendy with her six year old son Joel and her mother. Increased charges force them to act as her carers. 


county council simply takes it 
straight back.” 

Wendy is just one of many 
people who have experienced 
an overnight rise in her care 
charges. It was only after 
contacting the Coalition on 
Charging that she discovered 
she was not alone. 

The Coalition on 
Charging group is made up 
of over 120 local and national 
organisations, including 
Scope, who believe it is wrong 
to charge older and disabled 
people for essential care 
services. Last May they 
presented the government 
with a charter protesting 
against the charges signed by 
over 3,000 people and put 
forward recommendations for 
a fairer system. At present there 
are no guidelines in place as to 
what is a reasonable charge 
and how much a person is 
charged very much depends 
on where they live. 

Liz Daone, Scope’s campaigns 
manager said, “Many disabled 
people simply do not have 
the money to pay these care 
charges. They are forced to 


choose between heat, light, 
food or essential care services. 
Scope and the Coalition on 
Charging are calling on the 
government and local councils 
to recognise that a fairer system 
must be put in place urgently if 
disabled people are not to be 
pushed below the poverty line.” 


“1 shouldn't have to rely 
on pensioners and six 
year olds. It’s wrong.” 


Wendy first heard about the 
Coalition on Charging group 
through W.I.D.E (Woking 
Information for Disability 
Enquiries), where she works as 
a volunteer information officer. 
The group gave her both moral 
and verbal support, “They 
really have taken some of the 
pressure out of the situation 
and encouraged me in my 
appeals.” She says. 

Wendy’s advice to others going 
through the same process 1s 
“Don’t take the first, second or 
even third answer... If you can’t 
afford it, tell them, you must 
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keep appealing.” She dreads to 
think where she would be now 
if she had agreed to pay their 
initial request of £25 a week. 

Wendy feels that the real 
person suffering is Joel. The 
care charges have meant that 
Wendy has had to cancel her 
night-time, day centre and 
respite care for fear she will not 
be able to pay the costs. This 
means that Joel has had to do 
more and more around the 
house from loading the 
washing machine to undressing 
Wendy at night. Wendy’s 
mother visits her three days a 
week to cook meals, but she is 
60 and can only do so much. 

“T shouldn’t have to rely on 
pensioners and six year olds. 
It’s wrong.” 

Wendy has just moved house 
and is currently applying for a 
support dog to help her with 
everyday tasks such as carrying 
items, opening doors and 
getting dressed. She doesn’t yet 
know whether she will be 
eligible but notes wryly, “Dog 
food is cheaper than council 
charging.” 


nn Cea SE EEE 


Disabilitywow July 2000 


24 Just the job 


Let your career click into place 


There are many job opportunities to install, programme and maintain computers. Rod Hermeston investigates 


—4 orty years ago there were 


only six computers in the 
world and IBM were 
predicting that there would 
never need to be more than 25. 

Now it is hard to imagine an 
office without a computer, and 
many of them talk to each 
other through networks, e-mail 
and the internet. 

All of that activity requires a 
range of people to make it 
happen. There are programmers 
telling computers how to do 
every part of a task bit by bit. 
There are people working in 
information technology (IT), 
analysing and programming, 
installing equipment and 
software, connecting machines 
together and troubleshooting 
when things go wrong. 

A career in IT is a real option 
for disabled people because 
computers are very adaptable. 
There is also a shortage of 
IT workers. 

Dr Geoff Busby, chair of the 
British Computer Society 
Disability Group, says there are 
many adaptations which can be 
used by people working with 
computers. 

“There are screen enlargers 
and voice output. You can use 
voice recognition, and tracker 
balls and switches instead of a 
mouse. There are one-handed 
keyboards too.” 

Robin Christopherson, who 
is blind, is a consultant for the 
charity AbilityNet, which 


CAN YOUR 


NICK JONES 


He’s got IT: Rob Williams (above), 34, of Winsford in Cheshire, has cerebral palsy and has just started 


in the post of project lead designer at Barclays Bank, designing their internet banking site. 

Rob got work experience at Barclays, then a sheltered work placement in 1987, before being taken 
on. He has worked as a programmer and analyst, and in human resource management. 

“I do everything with my feet but use a normal keyboard on a lowered desk,” he says. 

“We are trying to improve our internet banking so that we can offer loans and mortgages over the 
net. They were keen to get me on board because of the experience that I have.” 

The role involves liaising with customers in order to tell programmers and designers what the site 
must do and what it should look like. 


assesses disabled people and 
shows how they can use 
computers. 

He says: “There are many 
types of disability, but there is 
also a huge amount of adaptive 
hardware and software.” 

While programming code 
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might be difficult if you have 
problems using a keyboard, it is 
possible to use a different type 
of keyboard, even one on the 
screen. There are also Braille 
displays. 

Kevin Wyatt, 25, is registered 
blind. He has worked for 
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Abbey National in Milton 
Keynes for two years as a 
computer analyst and 
programmer after doing a 


degree in information systems. 


“We get asked to produce 
printouts about ledgers and 
accounts and we have to 


RRR Reem eee eR NO HTH N METRE EEP OND EAE eee enw eeeneees 


Contact 


Mangar International Ltd., 


Presteigne, Powys, 
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analyse how we can do it with 
the computer code we use,” he 
says. “My job is about finding a 
way to make things happen.” 

He uses a 21in monitor and 
screen enlarger. 

Martin Gwyther, 25, of 
Basingstoke, is a trainee IT 
specialist for the Automobile 
Association. He maintains the 
computer operating system. 

Martin, who is paraplegic, 
says: “Our IT equipment is up 
on shelves and racks, and some 
are quite hard to reach. Moving 
equipment around is another 
problem. The way I get round it 
is to ask somebody else to do it 
if | cannot manage.” 

So how do you get in? 

There are a whole range of 
qualifications from GCSEs to 
National Traineeships or 
Modern Apprenticeships where 
you work and are paid while 
you study. There are A levels, 
Higher National Certificates or 
Diplomas and degrees. You can 
also get on-the-job training. 

Ian Laronde, employment 
training assistant for Capital 
Careers in London, warns that 
a lot of companies are looking 
for work experience, not just 
qualifications. 

That could be a problem for 
disabled people because of 
difficulties in finding work. 

The Papworth Trust has 
started recruiting disabled 
people to work in IT. It has 
begun by recruiting ten 
graduates with IT or related 
degrees, through the Scope 
Fast-Track scheme, to work for 
a year in companies such as 
KPMG. It wants to expand the 
scheme. 

Helena Harris, the 
programme manager, said the 
scheme was set up because of 
the number of disabled 
graduates not using their IT 
qualifications in their jobs. 

“All the companies have said 
that if the project is successful 
they would like to look at long- 
term positions,” she says. 

It seems opportunities are 
growing, although it can still be 
tough for disabled people. But 
IT is adaptable and can be made 
to work for individuals. 

So if you’ve got IT flaunt IT. 
AbilityNet helpline, tel: 0800 
269 S4S. 

British Computer Society 
Disability Group, tel: 01245 
242924 or 01245 242950. 
Capital Careers, tel: 0800 100 
900. 

The Papworth Trust, tel: 01480 
IIFZE2: 

The Information Technology 
National Training Organisation 
has details of IT courses, 

tel: 020 7580 6677. 


Arts 25 


Television 


Paul Darke 


The powerhouse of disability 
thought, the legendary Dr 
Tom Shakespeare, was badly 
let down twice this month by 
the Beeb and ITV. The Open 
University programme The 
Usual Suspects (BBC2, 11 
May) looked at the “Model 
of Disability”, whilst 
Ultimate Question (ITV, 14 
May) was a Kilroy-type 
discussion programme 
exploring “big moral issues” 


Allan Sutherland 
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Bryan Heiser’s Letter to Hugh, 
which he performed at London’s 
Poetry Café on 27 May, is an 
extraordinary piece of work ina 
number of ways. It’s written in 
ottava rima, a technically 
demanding verse form consist- 
ing of eight-line stanzas rhymed 
abababcc. It’s unfashionably 
long — 116 stanzas, divided into 
four cantos and an author’s 
introduction — so the reading 
took a good hour. If the poem 


Fortunately, Letter to Hugh 
is an extremely accomplished 
poem, not merely technically 
adept, but thoughtful, witty, 
wryly humorous and entirely 
engrossing. It’s a wide-ranging 
exploration of ideas about sex, 
sexuality and sexual mores, 
addressed to WH Auden and 
Lord Byron, both of whom he 
sees as victims of sexual 
hypocrisy. On another level, it’s 
a personal, autobiographical 
account, honest without being 
self-indulgent, of moving from 
adolescent shyness with girls to 
sexual experience, then 
catching polio at the age of 27, 
which changed his life without 


the daily life of a quadriplegic, 
observing, “In some ways 
disability’s an anchor/It drags 
one back, but also keeps one 
grounded/ Though on the 
whole avoidance is well 


thoughtful writer, and covers a 
lot of ground. One of his 
strongest themes is a distaste 


for hypocritical sexual morality. 


He launches a specific attack 
on Section 28, commenting 
“One has to wonder: isn’t it 


revealing/How much attention’s 


paid to how we pair/How little 
to the quality of feeling?” 
Hearing the poem live was a 
pleasure. Heiser is softly- 
spoken but reads with 
intelligence and clarity, 
illuminating the meaning of his 
text. I can’t think of a better 
way to spend a Saturday night. 
Letter to Hugh is available for 
£4.50 (incl p&p) from 16 


founded”. 


Heiser (pictured above) is a 


was bad, this could have been a 
memorably awful evening. 


of the day. Both were 
muddled, incoherent and 
somewhat surreal. Look out 
for The Usual Suspects in the 
late-night schedules on 
BBCZ. 

Disability was fully 
covered in the wonderful 
Eurovision Song Contest, as 
always compéred by the 
wasted wit of Terry Wogan, 
with a visually impaired 
“blind singer” from Spain 
and jokes about Joseph 
Merrick during Croatia’s 
song — suitably ridiculed in 
the spirit of the event. There 
were even people with 
learning difficulties on the 
Stars in their Eyes Live Final 
(ITV, 20 May). 

Autism had a bit of a 
showcase this month with 
Tito’ Story (BBC1, 21 May), 
the story of an Indian boy 
with autism who writes 
poetry coming to Britain 
with his mother, and True 
Stories: Raising Alexander 
(C4, 22 May), a 
documentary in which a 
couple attempt to claim back 
their son from autism. Both 
programmes made the 
condition totally aberrant, as 
well as the individuals and 
families involved. This is why 
disabled people have 
progressed so little in the 
past 20 years — what disabled 
people say is given limited or 
no coverage, while drivel like 
this gets wall-to-wall 
publicity, praise from fools 
and is taken as the truth. 

Still, all is not bad. 
Channel 5, in between porn 


bringing it to an end. Canto 
Two gives a graphic account of 


Murray Street, London NW1 
ORF or £8.99 including CD. 


July, 11.30am. The session 
begins with a description of 
the painting followed by a 
short visit to the gallery. The 
session is free, but you will 
need to reserve a place. 

Tel: 020 7747 2424. 

@ If you live in the rural West 
Midlands area and have an 
idea for an arts project, contact 
the Grass Roots Arts Fund. 
They are offering grants of 
between £150 and £2,000 to 
people with project ideas who 


Look out for 


@ Make It So! is a one-day 
festival celebrating the contri- 
bution made to the arts by 
disabled people. Performers 
include the mind the...gap 
theatre company and Hassan 
Erraji, a blind musician who 
plays a variety of traditional 
Arabian and Egyptian instru- 
ments. Entry is free and the 
event is held from 2-7pm, 9 
July at Milton Keynes Theatre, 
Central Milton Keynes. More 
information from Inter-Action, 
tel/minicom: 01908 678514. 

@ The National Gallery hosts 
a session on Titian: Bacchus 
and Ariadne for blind and 
visually impaired people, 29 


are usually denied the chance 
to get involved in the arts, as 
well as funding to work with 
professional artists. So, get 
sowing the seeds of something 


creative and call them. 

Grass Roots Arts Fund, tel: 
0121 624 3200, minicom: 0121 
643 2815. 


Face it: This portrait of Denise Welch (Coronation Street’s Natalie) 
is one of six pictures in Madly famous, a work portraying famous 
users of psychiatric services by painter Jolie Goodman. 31 July-5 
August in Norwich, from 8 October in Edinburgh, tel: 07931 347618. 
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Disability is an easy target for 
lazily conceived jokes that 
require even less thought to 
laugh at than they took to 
make up. Deuce Bigalow - 
Male Gigolo is pitiably crass 
and infantile. It revels in mock- 
ing people’s impairments. 
Deuce Bigalow cleans 
aquariums for a living and ends 
up apartment-sitting for 
tropical fish-loving gigolo 
Antoine. Deuce meets Antoine’s 


means-tested benefits listed 
below, you are entitles to 
receive DN for free. All you 
have to do is send us proof of 
your entitlement, along with 
the coupon. You will also be 


If you subscribe before 1 June 
you can receive a £5 voucher. 
Fill in the form below, cut out 
the coupon and return it to our 
freepost address with 
payment. We will then send 
you a list of high street stores 
from which you choose one to 
spend your voucher in. Or call 
our hotline number above 
quoting DN5 and pay by credit 
card. If you receive any of the 


Subscribe in July 
and receive a re 
£5 voucher of entitled to receive a voucher. 


your choice! Lie 


i PPT TTT al eee 
slots, showed The Return of pimp, 1], who assome special | T gee) un enn ! 
Ironside (CS, 17 May). A TV Syemesrorieucesand the job.of | Leura Rammma teat est eee 2 ete sear tercecep heise savent ten nx fei nlc ac esc Snendeertgegheegensh Setavannovshonntoee 
film made in the early 1990s “pleasuring women that sicken ' 
with a very frail and ill- everyone else”. i nd duecnecascuvus concepececWecaehe oscsonccecetecouenccuvccescusecssccccascadacedseateesesesacces| <=> sedeurereneservecrcrasaccasodecssccsovessecanscesesececonaseoncouuolenssoccesososecuasnes i 
looking Raymond Burrwho | The prosaic catalogue of : 
was largely filmed in his own embarrassing and offensive : 
vineyard in California. disability incidences now takes i Ce ae ore ke for£ eae Means GON AU ON-OL £2 ch rohaenat oe asaee Pee: 

one 2 ease make cheques payable to Disability Now. 
Pale Cite ey Ort ae 2 ent wa very tall ! Send to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR. i 
nightmare has come true: woman whose face we never 1 } i 
: ,; New rates for 2000: , 
That’s Esther (ITV, 5 June) see, but we get to know the | Those on means-tested benefits FREE ic aE 
has been moved to peak abusive (and supposedly i iddniddalatnome sddiaese tyear £18 O tax exemption, disabled person's | | 
viewing on a Monday night hilarious) “freak” and “circus” 1 5 £35 tax credit, job seeker’s allowance | 
at 8pm (She is on most comments she endures. | years O (please include proof of entitlement — documentation I 
iiveacans as well as on This film is awful. The three Pe eroiessiogalioraiisation aa 1 ycoau t2e © pee eed ce eee 7 
j I 
BBC2). Thank heavens I am 13-year-old boys in front of me ' EE O Sle Multiple con pales ate as Hep 
, , 4 Copies , » COPIES i 
off on sabbatical for a few laughed frequently. I can only i Europe tyear £33 CE 6 copies £130, 7 copies £150, 8 copies £172, 9 copies £195, | | 
months. presume they wrote the script. 1 Rest of world 1year £35 (4) 10-50 copies £220, 51-100 copies £250, 101-150 copies £285. 


ni Peg ee on a a 


On general release. 


Disabilitywow July 2000 


LEN GRANT 


Shining example: the waterside building is one mass of reflections 


Art good, access poor 


Salford’s new Lowry arts centre may look impressive, but is it 
accessible? Neville Strowger went along to find out 


na very wet day in May — 
C) not Out and About 
weather at all — we went to The 
Lowry at Salford Quays to look 
at the LS Lowry pictures in 


their new abode. 
The “we” was Sally, who is 


semi-ambulant, and me, a 
powered wheelchair user. 

We arrived from different 
directions in our own cars, 
following the signs and only 
needing to ask the way once. 

The Centre suddenly pops 


Please send me, without obligation 
a free colour leaflet about ConSeal 
by Sangenic, plus details of how to 
order: 


Return to: Sangenic Marketing Dept, 
Jackel International Ltd, FREEPOST, 
Dudley Lane, Cramlington, 
Northumberland NE23 7RH. 
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up out of nowhere. It looks 
awesome, if you like modern 
architecture, with lots of glass 
and reflective surfaces. 

We noticed a multi-storey 
car park, but decided against 
and drove up to the front of the 
building instead. A security 
man obligingly moved a barrier 
so we could park near the 
entrance on an unmade road. 
There was a drop-off point for 
wheelchair users. 

The centre is approached by 
two steps or by ramp and the 
electric doors open outwards 
when you press a pad. There 
seemed to be few staff around 
to help and, with no plan 
available, it was quite hard to 
find our way around. 

The décor is very cheerful, 
with bright yellow walls in 
some places and bright orange 
floor covering, although, 
unfortunately, the covering does 
slow down a wheelchair and 
was also not ideal for anyone 
with mobility difficulties. The 


signs were set in silver metal on 
the walls — none too legible if 
you’re visually impaired. 

The first call was for a loo, 
so we went down to the 
basement via a steep ramp with 
handrails. Both sexes had just 
one accessible cubical. 

Workmen were everywhere, 
and there’s clearly still much to 
do, including painting. 

You get to the Lowry 
Gallery via an escalator or a 
lift. Once there, things looked 
up. This is the largest collection 
of Lowry paintings in the 
world, and they’re not all 
matchstick men or industrial 
scenes. The paintings are well 
displayed in an open-plan area, 
and they are set at a good 
height with lots of space 
around them. My favourite was 
Lowry’s The Cripples (above) — 
a view of disability in 1949! 

So access may not be great 
(yet), but The Lowry is an 
unusual building with some 
interesting art — definitely 
worth at least one visit if you 
can handle the access problems. 
Admission to all exhibitions is 
free. The Lowry is at Pier 8, 
Salford Quays, Manchester MS 
2AZ, tel: 0161 876 2020, fax: 
0161 876 2021, website: 
www.thelowry.com 
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Margaret Ray likes 
the Thames so 
much she has 
written a guide to it 


or us wheelchair users 
IF there’ a great advantage to 
walking beside any river — they 
don’t go uphill. 

I’m lucky enough to live near 
the Thames and this great park 
provides me with an almost 
unlimited variety of “walks”. 

A favourite outing starts in 
Mortlake and continues along 
the Thames Path to Kew. All 
the way along one glimpses the 
Thames dramatically through 


JOAN COOK EVENTS } 


gaps in trees and shrubs. The 
river becomes a stage across 
which an endless variety of 
boats pass, while on the other 
bank the backdrop changes 
from multi-hued greenery to 
ancient villages such as Strand- 
on-the-Green. 

At Kew you go “inland” to 
Kew Green, where you can 
watch cricket being played with 
much enthusiasm and 
occasional, surprising, bursts 
of skill. If it’s a Sunday you can 
also enjoy a 40-minute concert 
in St. Anne’s church. Follow 
this with a home-made cream 
tea, served outside the church, 
and you’ll have experienced a 
gloriously English day. 

Over the past two or three 
years I’ve seen most of the river 
from Walton to Tower Bridge 
and I still find it endlessly 
interesting. The river changes 
character at almost every bend. 

At Richmond, for example, 
there’s a lively, bustling 


Al fresco feast: the river bank is an ideal place to enjoy a picnic 


waterfront along which people 
promenade, Continental-style, 
at weekends. A little way 
downstream the river acquires a 
quiet remoteness, as of another 
age, and at Syon Park you walk 
into a complete Capability 
Brown landscape. Between 
these two extremes, at 
Isleworth, busy boatyards are 
assembling floating dry docks. 
Over five years of Thames 
walks I’ve rarely met another 
wheelchair user. I used to 
wonder why this was until the 


Countryside Agency published 
Sense and Accessibility, a report 
which shows that lack of 
information is probably the 
greatest barrier to attempting 
any sort of walk. So I was extra 
pleased when, earlier this year, 
I won a Give It A Go 
Millennium Award to produce 
literature about four easy walks 
along and around the Thames 
in the Richmond area. I expect 
to publish by the end of July. 
Then, hopefully, I’ll meet 
many more of you on my walks. 
The guide will be available free 
from Richmond tourist office, 
tel: 020 8940 9125. 
The three-year Give It A Go 
Millennium Award Scheme, 
managed by Scope, NICOD 
and Capability Scotland, still 
has money available for 
disabled people who want to 
realise an ambition. Give It A 
Go Millennium Award Scheme, 
PO Box 833, Milton Keynes 
MK12 SNY, tel: 0808 800 3333. 


7220, website: www.lcc.org.uk 


Summer sprees 


e Hemel Ski Centre is holding an open day for disabled people, 
23 July, Hemel Hempstead. Contact Glynn Clifton-Smith, tel: 
01442 241321, e-mail: glynn@hemel-ski.co.uk 

e The London Cycling Campaign has launched the All Ability 
Cycling Guide to London, which has a cover price of £3.50 but 
can be obtained free of charge by individuals. Tel: 020 7928 


e Theatre in the Park, 18 June-25 August, in Strode Park, Kent, 
will include performances of Fiddler on the Roof and Madame 
Butterfly, with all proceeds going to the Strode Park Foundation 
For Disabled People. Contact Denise Smith, tel: 07867 665554, 
website: www.theatreinthepark.co.uk 

e For outdoor adventure, contact the Calvert Trust. They offer 
activities for daredevils, including abseiling. Tel: 020 8408 9800. 


RICHMOND. UPON THAMES TOURISM 


Where in the world? Richmond, where people promenade, Continental-style, at the weekends 
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Messing about on the river 
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Go by boat to the Dome but check access, says Joe Hennessey 


ne way of travelling to 
the Millennium Dome 
_F (or the Millennium 
Pier if you just fancy the ride) is 
by boat on the Thames. 

We sailed on the Millennium 
Dawn, advertised as an 


accessible craft. Our experience 
is that it is not as accessible as it 
could be. Unfortunately, the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
does not cover ships, ferries, etc. 
Waterloo Pier is adjacent to 
the London Eye and about 100 
yards from the nearest 
dropping-off point for vehicles. 
There is no parking and no taxi 
rank. The ramp is steep, so 
getting to the vessel is not easy. 


Access to the boat was as level 
as it is likely to be from shore 
to ship and staff were there to 
give help. 

The seating and tables are all 
fixed and those remaining in 
their wheelchairs have no 
option but to partially obstruct 
the aisles. Although it had a 
wheelchair accessible (just) 
toilet, there were no signs to 
point to its location. 

Drinks, other light 
refreshments and souvenirs 
could be bought on board. 

The journey to and from the 
Millennium Pier was smooth 
but, in the absence of an audio 
commentary, any passengers 


who did not know the 
landmarks were left to their 
own devices. For those with 
visual impairments this would 
be a major drawback. 

The pier at the Dome was 
much more suitable for disabled 
people than Waterloo and the 
return trip was pleasant. 

The journey time from 
Waterloo to Greenwich is about 
an hour and the service, 
operated by City Cruises, runs 
half-hourly during the day. Not 
all the riverboats are wheelchair 
accessible, so checking in 
advance is advisable. 

Adult return £8.40, City 
Cruises, tel: 020 7740 0400. 


The Miniflex powered wheelchair is so easy to 


I manoeuvre around the house with its front wheel 


NAME 


drive and tight turning circle, and with a wheel size 
| that ensures stability over carpeted or uneven flooring. 
oe There's no need for modifications to your home. Its 
wr | compact size allows the Miniflex to pass through 
standard size doorways and other confined spaces, 
—_ | while the standard electric seat lift helps you to 
i) _sreach high storage areas. A flexible system of 
l<©) seating means that we can readily adapt the 

: chair to suit your personal comfort and needs. 


ADDRESS 


For full details of the Euroflex Miniflex and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 | 
{ 


RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 


POSTCODE_______ DAYTIME TEL NO —____________— 


DN 
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Fancy a fun-packed 
day at a theme 
park? Check out 
Dan Batten’s access 
Survey first 


Key: Alton Towers — AT; 

The American Adventure 

— AA; Chessington World of 
Adventures — CW; Drayton 
Manor Family Theme Park — 
DM; Lightwater Valley Country 
Theme Park — LV; Oakwood 
Park — OP; Thorpe Park — TP. 


1. Do you offer entry concessions 
for disabled people and carers? 
AA: We admit one carer free 
with each disabled person. 

AT: Yes. CW: Yes. DM: Yes, £6. 
LV: Yes, provided the disability 
prevents the person from using 
most of the rides. OP: Yes. 

PRY ee: 

2. What rides are accessible to 
wheelchair users and people 
with mobility impairments? 

AA: Most of our rides are 
accessible. AT: All are with a 
carer, but some water-based 
rides may be unsuitable for 
some guests. CW: Most are, 
with height restrictions on 
some. DM: Only Shockwave, 
the stand-up rollercoaster and 
the Haunting aren’t. LV: Most 
rides and attractions are acces- 
sible. OP: Most are, but a few 
have steps. TP: All rides can be 
accessed by wheelchair users. 
3. On what grounds would you 
refuse to allow someone to 

use a ride? 

AA: For health and safety. 

AT: Because of health and 
safety guidelines. CW: Because 
of health and safety regulations. 


ll the fun of the fair? 


DM: If a person is unable to 
brace themselves for a sudden 
impact they would not be 
allowed to ride Stormforce 10. 
LV: In cases where easy access ts 
not possible, like the Ultimate 
and Falls of Terror rides. 

OP: Height restrictions apply 
on some rides. TP: If it were 
viewed to be unsafe for them or 
other users. 

4. How many toilets are 
designed for disabled people? 
AA: Disabled toilets are in five 
areas around the park. 

AT: Disabled access toilets are 
available in all blocks. 

CW: Three out of five toilet 
blocks have disabled toilets. 
DM: Six. LV: Disabled toilets 
are available in the park and 
shopping village. OP: Three. 
TP: All four toilet blocks have 
disabled toilets. 

5. Do you have changing 
facilities for severely disabled 
people? 

AA: We can provide these on 
request. AT: No, but the 
medical block can be used if 
needed. CW: Yes. DM: No. 
LV: See 4. OP: No dedicated 
facilities exist, but help can be 
given on request. TP: No. 

6. Do disabled people have to 
queue to get on to rides? 

AA: No. AT: No, a wristband 
will be given to a disabled guest 
and party which allows imme- 
diate access to rides. CW: No, 
and they can take up to three 
guests in with them. DM: No. 
LV: A carer can queue to save a 


disabled person from standing. 
OP: No. TP: Only if other 
people are in front of them in 
the disabled person’s entrance. 
7. Do your staff receive disability 
awareness training? 

AA: Yes. AT: Yes. CW: Yes. 
DM: Yes. LV: Not answered. 
OPE Yes s-LE2 Yes, 

8. Is assistance available for 
anyone who may need it, e.g. for 
boarding a ride? 

AA: Yes. AT: Yes, but we can- 
not lift anyone due to health 
and safety regulations. CW: 
Staff can offer a steadying hand 
but no more because of the 
Manual Handling Regulations 
1992. DM: Yes. LV: Yes. 

OP: Yes. TP: No. 

9. Are your restaurants/cafés 
wheelchair accessible? 

AA: Yes. AT: Yes. CW: Yes. 
DM: Yes. LV: Yes. OP: Yes. 

TP: Yes. 

10. How many parking spaces 
are for disabled motorists? 

AA: There are several spaces 
near the entrance. AT: Disabled 
people may park as close as 
possible to the park. CW: There 
are 24 spaces, all near to the 
park entrance. DM: If parking 
staff have prior notice, disabled 
people can park as close as 
possible to the park. 

LV: Parking arrangements must 
be made in advance. OP: 20, 
near to the entrance. TP: There 
are 20 spaces near the entrance. 
11. What facilities do you 
provide for deaf/blind people? 
AA: We will assist a deaf or 


Splash out: Drayton Manor’s Stormforce 10 


blind person where necessary. 
AT: Not answered. CW: Not 
answered. DM: Not answered. 
LV: Not answered. OP: None. 
TP: Very few — we get no call 
for them. 

12. What equipment do you hire 
out, e.g. wheelchairs? 

AA: Wheelchairs. 

AT: Wheelchairs, manual and 
electric. CW: We have ten 
wheelchairs for hire. DM: 
Wheelchairs. LV: Not 
answered. OP: Wheelchairs and 
pushchairs. TP: Wheelchairs. 


GIVE YOURSELF THE FREEDOM 
YOU DESERVE 


MERCEDES VITO OR ‘V’ CLASS 


CHOOSE FROM MERCEDES EXTENSIVE RANGE OF OPTIONS 
AND INTERBILITY WILL DO THE REST. 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR OR 6-WAY POWERED SEAT. 
CHOICE OF HAND CONTROLS, LIGHTENED STEERING. 
ELECTRIC HAND BRAKE AND/OR GEAR SELECTOR. 
POWERED TAILGATE OR SIDE DOOR. 
POWERED LIFT, SIDE OR REAR. 

LOWERING SUSPENSION AND POWERED RAMP. 
REMOTE CONTROL FOR LIFT, RAMP AND DOORS. 


ALL VEHICLES FINISHED TO INDIVIDUAL SPECIFICATIONS. 


WHY NOT PHONE FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT WITH 
RON OR BOB 


rterloilityy 


UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK 


STEVENAGE HERTS SGI 2BH 


TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 


ohnred Drive. 


~ £49 eee ‘ 
Electronic Ring @ Mechanical Under § Mechanical Push 
Accelerator Wheel Accelerator Ring 


Mi Fitted over steering i Fitted under 
wheel steering wheel 


@ Retains air bag 


M@ Conventional 
driving option 


B Retains air bag 


@ Conventional 
driving option 


Vacuum and electronic automatic clutch systems available to 
convert manual gear change to semi-automatic 


For your nearest 
fitter contact: 


ELAP ) 


ELAP 


ENGINEERING LIMITED 

Fort St. Accrington, Lancs BBS 1O0G 

Tel: 01254 871599 Fax: 01254 389992 

E-mail: mail@elap.co.uk Web: www.elap.co.uk 


TEL: 01254 871599 FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Wi Replaces existing if Simple radial action 
steering wheel incorporating brake 
lever 


B Airbag removed 


@ Conventional 
driving option 


STEVE CROW PHOTOGRAPHY 


13. Are you aware of your 
obligations under the Disability 
Discrimination Act? 

AA: Yes. AT: Yes. CW: Yes. 
DM: Yes. LV: Yes. OP: Yes. 

LP Yes: 

14. Do you have other services 
that you would like to mention? 
AA: All areas with steps have 
alternative ramped access. 

AT: We plan to start printing 
park literature in Braille shortly. 
CW: Not answered. DM: A lift 
was recently installed at 
Stormforce 10 to make it more 
accessible for wheelchair users. 
LV: No. OP: Our entertainment 
centre, CC2000, has a bowling 
alley with bowling ramps for 
use by disabled guests. TP: Not 
answered. 


So, some of the main theme 
parks seem at least to be trying 
to make their sites and rides 
accessible. But the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating, so why 
not try one of them out and let 
us know what you think? 


Alton Towers, Staffordshire, 
tel: 01538 702200. 

The American Adventure, 
Derbyshire, tel: 01773 
Soloale 

Chessington World of 
Adventures, Surrey, 

tel: 01372 727227. 

Drayton Manor Family 
Theme Park, Staffordshire, 
tel: 01827 287979 (24-hours). 
Lightwater Valley Country 
Theme Park, Yorkshire, 

tel: 01765 635321. 
Oakwood Park, 
Pembrokeshire, tel: 01834 
891376. 

Thorpe Park, Surrey, 

tel: 0870 444 4466. 
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Freedom In Focus 


bs a national photography 


“competition run by Disability Now and 


Leonard Cheshire, and sponsored by . 


Tedependent | Nick stton (artistic director, 
and a high aioble sporting ee : 
will be looking for either positive or : v | h 


negative images, which highlight the : and tid 


challenges d isabled people face _ England V Germany World cup 


fier game. 


and overcome everydal - quali 


The closing date for receipt of entries is 30 August 2000. For futher information and an Applicaton Form, 
contact Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London, N7 9PW, tel: 020 7619 7319, fax: 020 7619 7331 


www.one2Zone.co.uk 
One 2 One isa business name end registered 
trademark of the One 2 One Partnership 


ga ae 2 ee 


30 Share your problems 


Wheelchair worries 
I am polio disabled and use an 
NHS powered wheelchair. 
I need a supportive backrest 
and footrests but have been 
waiting for them for almost a 
year. It is very painful to be 
without them and they need to 
be light as I live alone and have 
nobody to help me take them 
off. 1 am told that the company 
supplying them does not make 
light footrests. I can’t believe 
that I am left to live like this. 
Sidney, Eastleigh 
It is unacceptable that you have 
waited so long for the equip- 
ment you need for comfort and 
relief from pain. 

I suggest that you write to 
your MP or, better still, visit 
their surgery. Your library will 
have details. It is surprising 
how many things get moving 
when an MP intervenes- 

I suggest you also contact 
the British Polio Fellowship. 
They can advise you and take 
up issues on your behalf. 

Finally, you could try 

‘contacting REMAP. They have 
panels of local voluntary 


a 


ec 


C sye"A 


PILLOW LIFT 


Who better to help you? Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled herself, is co-author of the 
Directory for Disabled People and other guides. Write to her at Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW or e-mail editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


engineers who help disabled 
people with specialist 
equipment that is not normally 
available. They may be able to 
help with footrests. 


Fight for respite rights 
It is now 12 months since our 
son came home after a road 
accident three years ago. 

He has severe brain injuries 
and we really need a break 
from looking after him. 

Why is it so difficult to find 
any information about care 
centres? Neither social services 
nor the rehabilitation unit at 
our local hospital seem to be 
able to help us. 

Amy, e-mail 
I am afraid this is a situation in 
which you have to fight for your 
rights. Your social services are 
obliged to provide respite care 
to meet your son’s assessed 
need. If further enquiries get 
you nowhere, write a formal 
letter to the social services 
complaints officer. 

If you don’t find the reply 


. raisin 


= Jove and loneliness 


= bereavement 


= personal problems 


m advice and support 


satisfactory, then your 
complaint can be put to an 
independent panel. 

I suggest you contact Carers 
National Association, which 
has a helpline and information 
about complaints procedures. 

I would also recommend 
that you contact your MP — see 
my answer to Sidney above. 


Taxing questions 

As a blind person, I know that 
I am entitled to get certain 
equipment and am not liable to 
pay VAT on it, but I don’t 
understand how this works. 
Can you help me? 

Jenny, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
You can buy certain goods 
without paying VAT provided 
that they are designed solely for 
use by a disabled person. This 
also applies to spare parts, 
accessories, repair and 
maintenance of such goods 
and adaptations. 

Some equipment will qualify 
because it is purposely designed 
for use by a disabled person. In 


The ne 


lift and lower you into the ideal position for sleeping, 


CCCKO CE 


standards 


erena Pillow Lift from Mountway will gently 


resting and watching television — as well as providing 
help for getting in and out of bed. 


Compact & discreet 
Fits any size bed 
Ultra quiet operation 
Lightweight and portable 

Easy to install 

Lifts a person of up to 21/2 stone 


Value for money 


Call now for more details 


Tel: 01495 718000 


me 


cv mountway 


Go the way you want to 


I have a long-term illness and may not have much longer to live. 
I want to make arrangements for my funeral but am horrified by 
two things. 

First, while I understand that my loved ones may want to 
mark my passing with some kind of ceremony, I dread the 
possibility of a religious service. I have avoided that kind of 
thing in life and have no belief in God or an afterlife. 

Second, I hate the idea of money being wasted on the 
paraphernalia that goes with undertakers. Is there any way I can 
avoid these things? — 


Jim, Edinburgh 
Your letter has led me to obtain two fascinating books. The 
Dead Good Funerals Book is a gem: I was surprised to find it 
extremely readable. It provides information that will help you 
take control of the funeral process, telling you clearly what’s 
fixed and what’s flexible. 

The other guide is the New Natural Death Handbook, a 
fairly large tome including all you need to know about planning 
a funeral. It has a list of 140 woodland burial grounds in the 
UK, where a tree marks your place of burial. 


phone book under Customs 
and Excise. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind also has a useful 
factsheet called VAT Relief on 
Specialised Goods and Services 
for Disabled People. 


Factfile 


other cases it will be up to the 
VAT authorities to decide 
whether the items or services 
meet the criteria. 

‘For more information, 
contact your local VAT office, 
which will be listed in the 


British Polio Fellowship, Unit A, Eagle Office Centre, The 
Runway, South Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 6SE, tel: 020 8842 1898. 
Carers National Association, Ruth Pitter House, 20-25 
Glasshouse Yard, London EC1A 4JS. Carers helpline, Monday 
to Friday, 10am-12pm and 2pm-4pm, tel: 0345 573369 (cost of a 
local call). 

The Dead Good Funerals Book, £10.50, Engineers of the 


Imagination, Welfare State International, The Ellers, Ulverston, 
Cumbria LA12 OAA, tel: 01229 581127. 

The New Natural Death Handbook, £12.99, Natural Death 
Centre, 20 Heber Road, London NW2 6AA, tel: 020 8208 2853. 
REMAP, Hazeldene, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 9AD, 
tel: 01732 883818. 

RNIB, 224 Great Portland Street, London W1N 6AA, tel: 020 
7388 1266, helpline: 0345 669 999 (cost of a local call). 


OFFERING A 
UNIQUE 
SERVICE 


limited 
introductory 
offer 


10 % ort 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers 
advice and support on 
personal and spiritual 
problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, and she has 
a postgraduate diploma in 
homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something 

you need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ilpm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 
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Building 
For People With 
Disabilities 


Tough new Government regulations will come into force by the year 2004, relating to 
building new homes and providing suitable access for people with disabilities. A Birmingham 
housing association Bournville Village Trust is already ahead of the game and building a shared 
ownership home to full wheelchair standard, in an inner city area of Birmingham where Bournville 
Village Trust had very little history of homes built for sale. 


Bournville Village Trust, the inter- 
nationally famous housing association, 
which was established by George Cadbury 
ninety nine years ago is establishing an 
urban village in Bloomsbury, Nechells. 

The final phase of the model village, 
set in a green area of open space, will 
include the Bournville hallmark of quality, 
design and energy saving features. The new 
homes, with a percentage designated for 
low cost home ownership, under the 
Government shared ownership scheme, 
will also be built to the Rowntree Life 
Time Homes standard. This allows easy 
adaptation during the life of the property 
should any occupant become less able 
or require the use of a wheelchair. 

Statistics show that around 700,000 

~ people in this country are wheelchair users. 
In Birmingham alone some 7,600 people 
use wheelchairs most of the time, of which 
25% are thought to be under 65 years old. 
It follows that there must be a significant 
number of people who require full 
wheelchair housing, who would prefer to 
buy rather than rent, but need the low cost 
system to help them reach up to the first 
rung on the ownership ladder. 

Bournville Village Trust are therefore 
constructing fourteen shared ownership 
homes built to Life Time Homes standards 
in Bloomsbury Urban Village one of 
which provides full wheelchair use and can 
accommodate a family with any one of 
its members using a wheelchair. 

The Trust do not pass on the additional 
costs, although the home has a much 
greater floor area and special features. 
A 50% share will cost from £29,500 to buy, 
which at the typical current mortgage rate 
would be circa £179.32 per month. The rent 
payment on the other share is expected to 
add a further £98.33 per month. 


- three rented flats f 


HISTORIC BUILDING PROVIDES RESPITE 


Parville House, set within a 
quiet leafy lane in Wellington, 


‘Shropshire, provides independent 


living accommodation for people 


with physical disabilities. 


Housing association, Bournville. 
Village Trust, (BVT) with its head 
- office in Birmingham, acquired the 
eighteenth century redbrick house 
-in 1995 and spent £600,000 on 
— restoring the building to provide 
“specialised accommodation. 


The Grade 2 listed building has 
for single people, 


Interested? Contact Alan Shrimpton at Bournville Village Trust on telephone number 0121 472 3831. 


BOURNVILLE VILLAGE TRUST, Estate Office, Oak Tree Lane, Bournville, Birmingham B30 1UB, 
Tel: 0121 472 3831, Fax: 0121 414 1348, email: estateoffice@bvt.org.uk 


on the first and second floors of 
Parville House, which are served by 
a lift. The Coach House is rented to 


a couple and a guest room is 
available to rent, on a nightly basis, 
to friends or relatives. 


Built in the late 1700's, the 


ground floor is leased to Social 


Services as a respite centre where 
visitors can stay from a day up to 


two weeks. The facility is available 
“county wide, providing respite for 


hundreds of people in a year. 


BOURNVILLE 
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32 Fun and games 


DN’s crossword 


sponsored by 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 
LEONARD CHESHIRE” 
— es 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Sevibble pad 


Complete the crossword and send it to Dave Dunn, Leonard Cheshire, 
36 Millbank, London SW1P 4QD. Judge's decision is final. Not open to 
Leonard Cheshire or DN staff and associates. Entry deadline: 31 July 2000. 


By DN's 


astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 

ACROSS 

1. In love (7) 

7. Worth (5) 


8. Disability sport event (11) 
11. Very large person (S) 

12. Up to a certain time (5) 

14. Fish eggs (3) 

15. Hit neck (anag) 

18. Get money through force (6) 
19. Moving (7) 

20. French (6) 

21. Gather (5) 

DOWN 

2. Disabled drivers’ scheme (10) 
3. South American ostrich (4) 
4. Unattractive (4) 

5. Pat lace (anag) 

6. Important piece of metal (3) 
7. Gas (6) 

9. Meal (5) 

10. Type of banana (8) 

13. Facial airway (7) 

16. Swimming stroke (5) 

17. Tapered part of a bottle (4) 
19. Man’s best friend (3) 


Candid Dan will return in 
the August issue 


CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

OO July is very busy. You will 
find that your attention 

is required by everyone: work, 
home, children, relatives. You'll 
need to prioritise before the full 
moon opposes your sign on the 
15th when tension will peak. 

LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

A female friend will fall 
in with a plan and make 

your life easier around mid- 

July. Don’t rush in headlong, 

but don’t reject help either. 

Take things slowly and prepare 

for more action later. 

VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) 
Enterprise, a good idea 
and help from a colleague 

give you a big opportunity. 

Don’t take risks in this venture. 

Be sure of your ground and 

check the pitfalls before you go 

forward. 

LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
Someone may challenge 

fees you. Your energy could 

be low, so look after your 
health first and worry about 

the attitudes of others later. A 

relative or partner will be on 

your side. Let others fight your 
battles for you once in a while. 

SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

Use the first half of the 

month to complete 
important activities. It may be 
harder to influence people later. 

Keep things on an even keel by 

talking. Open as many channels 

of communication as you can. 

SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 

Tension begins to ease 
off towards the end of 

July. Even romance may be in 

the air. Some people may want 

to argue with you, but take care 
of your health. Brighter times 
are definitely coming your way. 


CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Things are hotting up. 
Unfortunately that 

includes your temper and other 
people’s. Don’t rub those close 
to you up the wrong way. Show 
patience with those who annoy 
you to avoid a battle! 

AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

an This month you’ll find 

“VY out if you’ve had your 

priorities right. If you made a 

mistake others will tell you — it 

may be unpleasant. With careful 
planning and you’ll weather 
the storm. 

PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) 

You will realise how 

many friends and helpers 
you have this month. Don’t 
trust in luck. Hard work and 
perseverance may bring 
rewards. Get a female colleague 
on board by mid-month as she 
might not be so keen later on. 

ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

Things may ease up a 

little after the middle of 

July. You’ve been overdoing it 

lately, so perhaps take an early 

holiday. A little bit of a confi- 
dence boost is coming your way. 

Don’t let it go to your head. 

TAURUS (27 Apr-21 May) 

An uncharacteristic 
ey: impulse is likely in July. 
Don’t panic. You can afford to 
let your hair down a bit. If 
you’ve set things up properly it 
could be full speed ahead on a 
desired project this month. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

Opportunity knocks for 

Geminis. Don’t be in too 
much of a hurry to look for the 
pot of gold. You are likely to 
have a few months to choose 
from a number of opportunities 
that are coming your way. 


YASHDALE 
HEALTHCARE 


Ultra light, ultra strong 
folding wheelchairs 


Ultra lightweight folding titanium wheelchairs - 
standard or custom built, giving you the 
lightest, smoothest and most responsive 
performance ever. 


oy a) 
uproving disabled p 
_ lives with our rang 
fitness and mobility pr 

Let us help you to im 


Twice the strength ” 
of aluminium. ge 
Half the weight # 


Ti-Sport XC: Weighs as 
of chromoly. : : 


little as 4.1 kg (9 Ibs) 
__ with rear wheels 
removed - as little as 
) 7.8 kg (17 Ibs) with 

standard features. 


re 


*F . : 
4 Ti Exclusive to 
Ashdale Healthcare 


epost NWW3068, Elles! : 


1 would like further Information 


DNO7/00 


i | Multi Gyms for Wheelchairs 


‘Fill in This Form NOW! 
Name 


Wheelchairs for Everyda 
Wheelchairs for Spat Y [lAddress 


Handcycling Recreationaly 
Handcycling Competitively 
Off Road Disabled Vehicles [_ | 


Passive Exercise Machines 


Tel No. 


For further details on the full range of lightweight 
chairs or a no obligation demonstration contact: 
Rehabilitation Division, Ashdale Healthcare 
Tel: 0800 169 6810 Fox: 01484 401498 


E-mail: enquiries@ashdalegroup.co.uk 
www:ashdale-healthcare.co.uk 


Disabilitynow July 2000 


Information 33 


e Information 


Disability Disability Alliance 
alliance has published 
Challenging Decisions, a guide 
to the way benefit decisions are 
made and how you can appeal 
against them. £4, Disability 
Alliance, 88-94 Wentworth 
Street, London E17SA. 


Ceredigion Access (Cyfle 
Ceredigion) is a self-help group 
informing, advising and 
providing advocacy for disabled 
people in west Wales. They 
hold advice surgeries, have a 
telephone helpline and an 
outreach service. They also 
monitor all planning applica- 
tions made to Ceredigion 
Council. You can visit their 
new web pages at www.access- 
cyfle.fsnet.co.uk/index.htm 


om 
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2 DISABILITY WEST MIDLANDS. Disability 
*- West 


Midlands has a mobile infor- 
mation centre which provides 
information on all aspects of 
disability, including benefits, 
contact groups, holidays and 
leisure and transport. It will 
tour the West Midlands until 
30 November. For more infor- 


mation on venues, call Roy 
Cadman, tel: 0121 414 1616. 


Special Schools in Britain 
2000/2001 is the eighth edition 


of this guide, containing over 
1,500 entries from schools and 
further education colleges all 
over the country. It has details 
of useful disability 
organisations and a ten-point 
checklist for parents choosing a 
special school. £10, Ascent 
Publishing, tel: 01527 834411. 


Supporting Kids in Pain (SKIP) 
is a support group for children 
with reflex sympathetic 
dystrophy syndrome, a 
condition that causes a burning 
pain, sensory impairments and 
abnormal blood flow. For 

more details, e-mail: 
jchave@yahoo.com, website: 
www.rsds.freeserve.co.uk 


Mental Health Media have 
announced three new 
categories in their Awards 
2000, which honour exceptional 
treatment of mental health 
issues by the broadcast media. 
The new categories are 
survivor, public information 
and best website. Nomination 
forms, tel: 020 7700 8171, 
www.mhmedia.com 


A-Z Care 
aean aa Homes 
Guide contains details of 
residential care homes, nursing 
homes and independent 


hospitals and clinics, including 
average charge rates, size and 
specialist care offered. £56, 
Tomorrow’s Guides, PO Box 
7677, Hungerford RG17 OFX, 
tel: 01488 684321. 
oo An online list of 

RAN Royal National 
challenging blindness Institute for the 
Blind (RNIB) reading materials 
is available on the Union 
Catalogue, compiled by the 
United States Library of 
Congress. The Union Catalogue 
contains details of over 340,000 
books available in Braille and 
on tape from Canada, Ireland, 
New Zealand, the UK and the 
USA. RNIB customer services, 
tel: 0845 702 3153. Visit the 
Union Catalogue website at: 
www.loc.gov/nls 


Disabled Living has 
boxes of articles for 
hire that will stimulate 
conversation and reminiscing. 
Chatterboxes contain 20-25 
objects grouped into categories 
such as “Holidays” or “In the 
kitchen”. There is information 
on how to get started and 
suggestions for development of 
discussion topics. Hire is £5 a 


week or £15 for four weeks plus 


p&p. For information, contact 


Mary Guest, tel: 0161 832 3678. 


e What’s on 


The Socialist Health Association will co-host Advice and 
Information for Health Service Users — National Workshop, 11 
July, Manchester. Topics will include: are advice and 
information services an effective tool against deprivation? And 
can we demonstrate health gain from advice services? For details 
and bookings, tel: 0161 286 1926, e-mail: weasel@cwe.net 


The Guardian will hold the Quality Agenda Conference, 17 July, 
London. It will look at the Government’s quality strategy for 
social services, and includes quality and the modernising agenda 
— challenges and successes, and quality and innovation in the 
voluntary sector. Details and bookings from Gerry O’Connor, 
The Guardian, 119 Farringdon Road, London EC1R 3ER, fax: 
020 7713 4127. 


Humberside Law Centre will co-host Moving On, 19 July, 
University of Hull. Aimed at 15 to 25-year-olds, it includes 
workshops on education options, employment issues and 
relationships, plus a quiz. Details and bookings from Zem or 
Humphrey, Humberside Law Centre, tel: 01482 211189, 
textphone: 01482 322855. 


The Royal National Institute for Deaf People will hold Hear for 
All — New Technologies, New Opportunities, 13-14 October, 
London. This free exhibition brings together relevant services 
with seminars on broadcasting, technology, audiology, 


education and employment. Full details from the helpline, tel: 
0808 808 0123, text: 0808 808 9000. 


RYA Sailability, the disabled sailing organisation, will hold 
events across the country until October. Events range from 
dinghy sailing for those with spinal injuries to more advanced 
courses. For an events list, with access details, tel/minicom: 
023 8062 7432, e-mail: info@ryasailability.org 


DN recommends readers always contact event 


check that their access needs can be met: 


OML ir 2000 


exhibition of art by disabled people 


15 July to 5 August 2000 


Royal Exchange Theatre 
St Ann's Square, Manchester M2 7DH 


New work by leading 
disabled artists, 

a Virtual Map of 
disability culture in 
Greater Manchester 
and much more. 


For leaflet contact 
Chris Ledger 


voice 07939 065 741 
avaltd @innotts.co.uk 


For parking, hours, 
directions etc, 
contact Royal 
Exchange Theatre 
voice 0161 833 9833 
fax 0161 932 6696 


event brought to you by 
Jndenendence 
Festival [] 
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The Largest 
National Disability 
Arts Festival 


AT THE ICC AND CENTENARY SQUARE 
BIRMINGHAM 


[ndepentence 
Festival —] 
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Tel/Mini: 
ey 0121 242 2240 
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e What’s on 


Positive Outcomes will be held 11-13 July, 
Manchester Airport. Aimed at policy 
makers, managers and practitioners, it will 
look at strategies for overcoming violence 
and sexual aggression in children and young 
people. Costs and details from Marketing 
Matters, tel: 01925 752078, e-mail: 
POC@marketingmatters.demon.co.uk 


Banish the stresses of 
map reading and getting lost with 
TRAVELLER. 


The Motorists 
Mapping Marvel! 


e Enter the start and 
destination of your 
journey and TRAVELLER 
will work out the quickest 
route - in seconds - 
anywhere in the UK. 

¢ Estimated journey time and fuel 
consumption. 

¢ Built-in light for night-time use. 


Inc. Delivery 
Accessories available: 

° Car mounting kit * Satellite link « lrish/French route cards 
“Now you can deliberately get lost down those winding 
roads, then calmly find your way back on course with 
clear, precise directions and land marks!” 


Traveller - Making getting lost fun! 
Other products available: 
e Radar/Laser/Camera detectors & Jammers ¢ Trackers 
¢ Aiarms/immobiliser pagers ° Walkie Talkies 
Call the Traveller Sales Hot Line Mon-Fri on: 


020-8549 1400 


and visit our website: www.speedtrap.co.uk 
Traveller, Unit 5, 23 Kingston Hill, Kingston, Surrey KT2 7PW 
7 DAY DELIVERY - 14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


All terrain 4x4 electric wheelchair 
Shooting « Rambling « Fishing 


No problem over sand, snow, soft wet 

ground and places previously inaccessible to 

wheelchairs. 

Up to 20 miles range between charges. 

_ Demonstration without obligation. 
nd for free video and information pack. 

ce available. 
»xchange available. 


ce East ec 
-YO25 9WL 
‘Tel/Fax 01377 288102 
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¢ Information 


Disabled Hellas is the largest 
collection of disability and 
rehabilitation related articles 
and books in the Greek 
language. It has information on 
disabilities, independent living 
and personal care, adaptive 
technology, advocacy, civil 
rights and much more. It can be 
found at www.disabled.gr, and 
is also available on CDRom 

and in print (see the website). 


Shad Wandsworth, one of the 
UK’s leading independent 
living organisations, has service 
user vacancies and fully 
accessible accommodation for 
people with disabilities who 
may need 24 hour assistance. 
For full details, tel: 020 8675 
6095, or visit their website at 
www.shad.org.uk 


Macmillan Cancer Relief have 
published The Cancer Guide in 
Braille. Chapters include The 
Cancer Journey — from 
diagnosis to treatment and 
longterm support; and Treatment 
— surgery, radiotherapy, 
chemotherapy. For a Braille 


‘copy, contact Lucy Franklin, 


tel: 020 7887 8221, e-mail: 
Ifranklin@macmillan.org.uk 


The Labour Research 
Department has published 
Tackling disability discrimination 
—a trade unionists’ guide. It 
gives advice on making union 
structures and services fully 
accessible, and includes 


The Office of Fair 3 A Shopper's 


Trading has Guide 
launched its 
Shopper's Guide on Your legal rights 


How to complain 


audio tape. The 
Where to get help 


guide explains your 
legal rights when 
you buy goods and 
services, how to 
complain and where to get help. It has information on buying 
from shops, mail order, telephone sales, auctions, new and used 
cars, home improvements and holidays. Free of charge, Master 
Transcriptions, PO Box 124, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8YL. 


X TRADING 


in Aid of Deaf People, East 
Road, off Portway, Stratford 
London, 20 June, 7.30pm- 
10.30pm, and then every 
Tuesday evening. For more 


comprehensive coverage of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
1995. Individuals £3.40, 
commercial organisations £10. 
Tel: 020 7928 3649, e-mail: 


info@lrd.org.uk details, contact Jonathan Isaac, 
Royal Association in aid of 
Newham Sign Club is for Deaf People, Walsingham 


Road, Colchester CO2 7BP, 
tel/textphone: 01255 830219, 
fax: 01255 831186, e-mail: 
j-isaac@btinternet.com, 
website: www.royaldeaf.org.uk 


CAN2DONE 


THE ACCESSIBLE WORLD 


Our 2000 brochure offers better value 
than ever. 


people interested in British Sign 
Language, from beginners to 
those needing practice for 
exams. The first session takes 
place at the Royal Association 


See us on 
Stand 13 in Hall 2 at 
Mobility Roadshow 


Special offer: 10% discount off the Israel tour if booked by 30 June. 
Weekend breaks: 4* Thistle Marble Arch - 3 nights £275 pp inc. 
breakfast, museum pass and river trip. 


New holidays for this year include the untapped regions of 
New York State, coach tours to Spain, Holland and Israel. 


Phone, fax, write or e-mail for your copy of our new 2000 brochure. 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Tel: 020 8907 2400 
E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 


gx BIT@A 


‘The Britheé tacoming Tour Operators Association 


Fax: 020 8909 1854 
Website:www.canbedone.co.uk 


ZR 


O 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 
responsibility for access. 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 
Living Foundation. 


Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just off 


the M40 at junction 3/4. 
Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath 


High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP10 9NB 


Tel: 01628 531584 Website: www.dmkbb.co.uk 


.. bringing you 
ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 
Coe AND FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
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e Recruitment (on pages 35 to 39) 


Classified 35 


“REMPLOY 21 - YOUK OPPORTUNITY TO REALLY MAKE A DIFFERENCE” 


Remploy has embarked upon the most significant process of change in its history. With revenue in the region of £250m and 12,000 employees, many of 


REMPLOY 21 


5 Ofe/s 
~ eVYE 
whom are disabled, it is a commercially successful organisation with a strong ethical dimension. A new reinvigorated Remploy is being created with simplified : 2S 
structures and a more entrepreneurial spirit, paving the way to significant growth in revenue and employment. As part of the strategic review, six product 


business units now exist, encompassing furniture, textiles, mobility, orthotics, filling and library & print services creating the following opportunities for 
leading sales and business growth. 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER 


c. £40,000 Basic + Bonus 


Originating from a desire to create a more 
efficient market led organisation 
responsive to customer needs is_ the 
appointment of a group’ Business 
Development Manager. Reporting directly 
to the Sales and Marketing Director, you will 
facilitate strategy development across the 
businesses to ensure maximum market 
penetration and revenue generation from 
new and existing accounts. 


You will be a vastly experienced sales and 
marketing professional with a proven track 
record of successfully dealing with senior 
buyers. An exceptional team player with 
strong interpersonal and communication 


skills, you will be able to deliver against the 


BUSINESS 
MANAGER 
c. £40,000 Basic + Bonus 


Reporting directly to the Operations 
Director, you will develop business strategy 
and manage all facets of a business unit 
which specialises in liquid and powder 
filling of toiletries and cleaning products. 
You will be accountable for the profitability, 
customer service and revenue generation 
of a business unit with a turnover in the 
region of &9 million across multiple 
locations. 


You will be a graduate calibre Business 
Manager with at least 5 years experience of 
operating at senior level - ideally in an 
FMCG environment. Almost certainly you 
will possess a strong sales and marketing 
background and prior P&L responsibility, 
having successfully run organisations of a 


SALES & MARKETING 
MANAGERS 
c. £35,000 Basic + Bonus 


Remploy’s commitment to aqgressive 
expansion dictates the appointment of 
strong sales and marketing professionals to 
bolster specific business units. Responsive 
to customer needs, you will be tasked with 
defining and delivering a successful sales 
and marketing strategy to maximise 
revenue generation by exploiting both new 
and existing markets. 


An excellent strategic marketeer of 
graduate calibre, you must possess a 
strong sales edge. You will be able to 
demonstrate a proven track record of 
successful revenue generation - preferably 
having had exposure to a __ light 
manufacturing, healthcare or an FMCG 
environment. The ability to motivate a 


MARKETING 
MANAGERS 
c. £35,000 Basic + Bonus 


At the heart of future development strategy 
is the appointment of outstanding 
marketeers to maintain competitor 
advantage, enhance market perception and 
maximise revenue generation of business 
units. Reporting directly to Business 
Managers, you will manage all promotional 
activities, meet aggressive plans for the 
introduction of new products and control 
product life cycles. 


To succeed you will have at least 5 years 
marketing experience, preferably within a 
textiles or healthcare environment. A 
proven track record of delivering successful 
marketing strategies and campaigns is 
essential. Whilst managerial experience is 


most demanding 


objectives. 


customer 
Ref: DN/116/MC 


service 


similar magnitude. Overall you will be 
driven by the need to succeed. 
Ref: DN/117/DS 


team and influence decision makers at the not a 
highest level is a pre-requisite. 


Ref: DN/118/DS 


An attractive range of benefits including company car, pension, private healthcare and relocation assistance is offered 


to all of these nationwide opportunities. To apply contact our retained consultants, Ellis Fairbank plc, on (0113) 259 
3000 or alternatively, forward a curriculum vitae with remuneration details to the address below or via email to 


branch6 @ellisfairbank.co.uk In all cases please quote the relevant reference. 


LEED 


pre-requisite, 
character to inspire a team is essential. 


Ellis Fairbank plc 


EXECUTIVE SEARCH 
Stee L 


the strength of 


Ref: DN/119/DS 


& SELECTION 
OPN ON 


LLL LL A A A NLT EI TE A OT ATE DE TI I LEE I TTT LEE EEE RT NTE TR, 2 
ELLIS FAIRBANK HOUSE, 2 MANOR ROAD, HORSFORTH, LEEDS LS18 4DX FAX (0113) 259 3001 www.ellisfairbank.co.uk 
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DN linage 


tel: 020 7619 7320, minicom: 020 7619 7332, e-mail: patrick.durham_matthews@scope. org. tik 
Placing Personal ads: Send 25 words, plus a cheque for £6 payable to “Disability Now”, to the address on page 2. 
Replying to Personal ads: send a letter stating the Box No., marked “Private & Confidential” to the same address. We will forward it. 


e Personal 


ATTRACTIVE FEMALE, EARLY 20s, wheel- 
chair user, seeks similar male penpal to 
exchange letters with a view to possible 
relationship. Photo appreciated. Box 
No. 050 


SOUTH LONDON MALE, 40, non-drinker, 
very slightly disabled, seeks petite 
younger girlfriend; personality more 
important than stunning good looks. 
Box No. 051 


MALE, 58 YEARS OLD, with mild cp, sin- 
gle, n/s, Sft 6in tall, home owner. Still 
seeking kind, home-loving lady, who 
does not rely upon pubs, restaurants or 
loud music to satisfy her needs in life, if 
you are out there, please, please get in 
touch. Box No. 052 


HI THERE, I’M Roger, in my 20s, disabled, 
living in London. I am a nice, fun guy — 
good friendship is important to me. I like 
spanking, making love and I also learnt 
to be a good masseur. I am in search of 


an open-minded grown up disabled/able 
bodied female who likes to make friends 
and have fun. Write or e-mail me. E-mail: 
Itp@altp.freeserve.co.uk. Box No. 053 


PETITE, SLIGHTLY DISABLED lady, young 
53, independent, gsoh. Enjoys music, 
cinema, theatre, socialising. Wltm 
gentleman, 50-60, for friendship. West 
Midlands. Box No. 054 


HI, MY NAME is Sarah. I have cp with 
mobility and speech problems. I’m 30, 
single, modern, looking for a kind and 
caring guy for friendship and maybe 
more. I have a gsoh, and I like socialising 
and listening to music. I live on the south 
coast in Sussex. Box No. 05S 


¢ Wheelchairs/scooters 


SHOPRIDER NIPPY POWERED wheelchair. 
Green, purchased November ’98 for 
£1,850. £600 ono for quick sale. Tel: 
01227 830556 (Canterbury). 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F40 wheelchair. 
£700 ono. Tel: 01908 609919. 


POWER CHAIR, RIGHTHAND 
steering. Vessa Vitesse 2000, variable 
speed joy stick, mains charger. Vgc, just 
serviced, originally £2,000+, paid £1,200, 
will accept reasonable offers. Tel: 01242 
233106 (Morning/evening after 6pm). 


STORM XC POWER wheelchair, twice 
used, only eight months old. Rider and 
attendant control facility, multi-terrain, 
built for robust person. Includes ramps. 
Cost over £5,000, will accept £3,000 for 
quick sale. Tel: 01277 657189 (Essex). 


RASCAL CHALLENGER ELECTRIC wheel- 
chair, indoor/outdoor, very manoeu- 
vrable, with electric seat lift. As new, cost 
£2,680, will accept £950 ono. Tel: 020 
8883 3735. 


JAZZY 1103 POWER wheelchair in red 
with hurricane seat and extended 
footrest. Cost £2,200 in Dec °99. Will 
accept £1,500. Tel: 01424 423575. 


BALDER ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, Recaro 


seat, adjustable seating positions with 


seat raise. Clamp unit for vehicle. 4 years 
old. Vgc, fsh. Cost £10,000, accept 
£6,000 ono. Tel: 01473 280576. 


TGA SUPER LIGHT 3-wheel scooter, never 
used, folds flat for car boot access. £900 
ono. Also, Breezy wheelchair, quick 
release wheels. Folds flat. £400 ono. Tel: 
020 8281 0836. 


BEC SCORPIO INDOOR/outdoor powered 
wheelchair. Excellent condition, new bat- 
teries, kerb climber, folding backrest and 
many other features. £600 ono. Tel: 
01234 767133 (Bedford). 


¢ Cars/vans 


FORD COURIER VAN 
1.8, diesel, K reg, 80k miles, blue, 


converted by Brotherwood to take 
wheelchair in back. £4,500 ono. 
Tel: 01883 382224. 


FIAT FIORINO, L REG, low mileage, elec- 
tric hoist and ramp. £3,000 ono. Tel: 
02476 473866 (Coventry). 


To help you sell your 
equipment, DN now 
places all the linage 
adverts on our 
website, for one 
month, free of charge. 


MITSUBISH SHOGUN GLS V6 
Auto, as new, 1994, M reg, 2.81. A/C 
and high specification. Special front 
passenger seat that swivels and lowers 
to ground and raises passenger into 
vehicle. £14,950 ono. Tel: 01630 652173. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat to fit passenger 
side of Toyota Carina EXL saloon. £260. 
Tel: 01782 533885. 


BRUNO ASC325 POWERED boot hoist for 
Ford Galaxy/MPVS, 1 month usage from 
new, £450. Tel: 01480 454041. 


Continued on page 36 
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Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a 
classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 
capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 


daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 
| Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


I DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


ee eee es ee eee eee ee ee ee ee 


ct ts hel AM ME oo ool ard Re ex a on Sl 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


ce a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a sss 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 
Cost: £5.50 per line. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £5.50 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


box linage advert. Cost: £5.50 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 


a Standard linage advert 
@) Semi-display linage advert 
=) Box linage advert 
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¢ Cars/vans 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT, from Vauxhall 
Astra, 3 years old. Cost £565, will accept 
£195. Tel: 01253 883787 (Lancs). 


CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 
1.8i, S reg, 15.5k miles, Dante red. 
Brotherwood conversion, wheelchair 
passenger ramp, pas, air con’, remote 
central locking, fsh, excellent condition, 
1 owner. Offers over £12,000. Call Ian, 
tel: 01530 242015. 


NISSAN SERENA, N REG, Brotherwood 
conversion, 26k miles, sunset red. 
Immaculate condition. £11,995. Tel: 
01279 507200. 


FORD COURIER, N REG, fully converted, 
winch and power steering. As new, 10k 
miles. £6,950 ono. Tel: 01727 850100 
(St Albans). 


RENAULT TRAFIC, M REG, 2 litre, semi 
automatic, diesel, 1995, pas, blue, 55k 
miles. Widnes conversion. Rear. access 
via lift. 4 passengers plus driver and 
wheelchair. Immaculate condition. 
7,000. Tel: 01773 862967. 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE, 1992, rear 
wheelchair access, 3 rear seats, very reli- 
able, full MOT, 62k miles. £2,500. Tel: 
01803 299255. 


VW SHARAN 2.0 CL, auto, N reg, 43k 
miles, fsh, electric windows, sun roof, 
metallic blue. Carony wheelchair conver- 
sion, 6 seater, vgc. Tel: 01582 794281. 


FIAT FIORINO 1.4, N reg, 25k miles, 
power winch and ramp. 4 seats plus 
wheelchair. Excellent condition. £4,100. 
Tel: 0115 925 1030. 


VAXHALL ASTRA BELMONT GL, 1.6 auto, 
57k miles, vgc, fsh. 2 Hodge thigh lifts, 
pas, central locking, electric windows, 
heated mirrors, roof rack. £1,600. Tel: 
0118 972 2743 (South Oxon). 


ESCORT 1.6 AUTO, F reg, with car chair 
wheelchair and hoist for driver. Hand 
controls, pas, one owner, 96k miles. 
£1,500 ono. Tel: 01483 824122 (Woking). 


VW SWIFT CARRERA luxury motor cara- 
van. Auto, 2.5, pas, hi-top. As new, 7k 
miles only. Remote control, Ricon side 
lift. Serious offers. Tel: 01953 453365. 


RENAULT EXTRA, G REG, 54k miles, 
Poynting conversion. Can carry wheel- 
chair plus 4 using rear fold down bench 
seat. Vgc, £2,750 ono. Tel: 01766 762745 
or 020 8940 5553. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 71.8 SGL, E reg, 
Brotherwood conversion, lowered floor 
for wheelchair user. 12 months MOT. 
£2,000. Tel: 01202 733171. 


DISABLED PASSENGER CAR seat, swings 
180 degrees outside of car for easy trans- 
fer from wheelchair. Can be seen fitted in 
Mondeo. Vgc, £650. Tel: 01986 873891. 


CHAIRMAN FIAT FIORINO, 1997, R reg, 1.7 
diesel, 8k miles. As new, 4 seats plus 
wheelchair rear ramp access. £5,800 ono. 
Tel: 01245 601113 (Chelmsford): 


PEUGEOT 806 SL Estate, metallic mar- 
quess red, P reg, 2] petrol engine, 24k miles. 
Converted with Constables unique carchair 
system, hoist and electrically powered 
chair. Air conditioned. Taxed until 31st 
Oct’ with 6 month’s MOT. Excellent 
condition, £14,500. Tel: 01730 812575. 


VW CARAVELLE GL 2.0, 1995, N reg, 
metallic blue. Invatravel conversion, 
Ricon side lift, sun roof. 19k miles, vgc, 
£12,500 ono. Tel: 020 8979 9246 or 0793 
952 6661. 


CARONY IN-CAR wheelchair, only 3 
months old, used 4 times. Suitable for 2- 
or 4-door car. Cost new £4,200, no sensi- 
ble offer refused. Tel: 01424 423575. 


ELAP SWIVEL SEAT, will fit new Astra or 
Vectra. As new. Cost £565, will accept 
£200. Tel: 01235 524031 (Abingdon). 


CONSTABLES PASSENGER CAR chair 
(attendant) fitted to P reg Ford Escort 1.3, 
35k miles. £5,500. Tel: 01673 828718 (Lincs). 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 35 to 39) 


The Shaw Trust is a 
nationally recognised 
voluntary organisation 
concerned with 


developing and 
maintaining work 
opportunities for 
people with disabilities. 


Shaw Trust is 
committed to equal 
opportunities and 
welcomes applications 
from all members of 
the community. 


An interview is 
guaranteed to any 
applicant with a 
disability or health 
problem, if they meet 
the essential criteria of 
the job specification. 


Ref. 1324. 


An Application Form 
and Information Pack 
are available from: 


Lucy Duddridge, 
Shaw Trust, 

Shaw House, Epsom 
Square, 

White Horse 
Business Park, 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire 
BAI4 0X). 

Ref. 1325. 


Tel : 01225 716304 
Minicom : 0345 
697288 

CV’s will not be 
accepted 


pt ee 
Association 
Disabied people 


® Salary from £26,012 POB 39 (Including OLWA ) 35 hours per week 

® You must have proven experience of management demonstrating the skills 
required to develop and expand this sizeable organisation. 

® You must have experience of working with the diverse partners that make 
up a typical London local community. 

® You should have a sound knowledge of disability issues and legislation 
and display a clear commitment to equal opportunities. 


For an application pack, please contact HAD by Tel: 020 8861 9920, 
Fax: 020 8861 9921, Minicom: 020 8861 4547, E—mail: general @had.org.uk, 
visit our web site at www.had.org.uk or write to HAD, 2nd Floor, Premier 
House, 1 Canning Road, Wealdstone, Harrow, HA3 7TS. 


We welcome applications from all parts of the disability community. 


Closing date for applications: July 19th 
Interviews: week commencing July 24th 


Registered Charity No. 1080505. Company No. 3946731. 


VW SHARAN, BROTHERWOOD conversion, 
35k miles, fsh, silver, R reg, vgc. £16,000 
ono. Tel: 01229 828012. 


GUIDOSIMPLEX HAND CONTROLS plus 
fitting instructions, used for 2 weeks 
only. As new, £400 ono. Also, Bekker 
hand controls with indicator switch for 
Astra. £50. Tel: 01202 841796. 


CARCHAIR SYSTEM, COMPLETE for 
passenger side. A snip at £800. Tel: 01970 
832097 (daytime only). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE AUTO, K_  treg, 
Brotherwood conversion. Immaculate 
condition, 25k miles only. Garaged, 
MOT. £9,500 ono. Tel: 01564 777771. 


PRESSURE MATTRESS AND pump, £400. 
4m ceiling hoisting system, £800. 3m ceil- 
ing hoisting system, £600. Lifting slings, 
£30 each. Condor mini aspirator, £50. 
Tel: 01226 211472. 


Due to expansion of the Trust's services in London, we are seeking 
to appoint two people to deliver the Direct Payments Service for 
disabled people living in the Borough of Ealing. 


The aim of the service is to enable, empower and assist disabled 
people to purchase their community care needs in line with the 
principles of independent living. This service is being delivered in 
partnership with the London Borough of Ealing as a Social Firm. 


Service Co-ordinator. pirect payments 
Salary : £22,250 per annum, including London oes 


We are looking for a highly motivated eemiees person to oversee 
the day to day operation of the service and to prepare and deliver a 
payroll service for service users who employ their own staff under the 
Direct Payments Scheme. 

This role will involve providing advice to service users concerning Tax 
and NI, establishing and operating a comprehensive computerised 
payroll system and assisting service users with annual audits. The 
successful candidate will also be involved with the implementation of 
the marketing strategy to ensure the development of the Social Firm. 
To succeed you must possess a thorough understanding of payroll 
systems, have strong communication skills and a flexible approach to 
meet the demands of the role. 


Closing Date : Monday 17 July 2000 
Interview Date Naa ae 27 July 2000 


Service Support Offi icer-p 


Salary : £18, 750 per anne, including Lond “ hting ] 


This challenging role offers an opportunity to provide a support and 
advice service for disabled people receiving, or wanting to receive, 
Direct Payments. You will be responsible for providing comprehensive, 
accurate and appropriate information on the advantages and 
obligations of receiving Direct Payments to enable disabled 

people to make informed choices. 

Self motivated with a flexible approach, you will possess excellent 
interpersonal skills with the ability to negotiate at all levels. Good 
organisational and time management skills are essential, as is the 
ability to co-ordinate, evaluate and support people's needs. 


Whilst previous experience in a related service would be an 
advantage, knowledge, experience or skills within the general field 
of disability is essential. 


Closing Date : Monday 17 July 2000 
Interview Date : Friday 28 July 2000 


For both positions candidates will need to demonstrate an 
understanding of, and sensitivity to, the particular cultural needs 
of a diverse local community. 


oo 


ABo, 
5 OfO/s 
S “ 
Ge Q 


Chief Executive 


Harrow Association of Disabled People (HAD) is 
a well-developed local organisation providing a 
wide range of services to disabled people. We are 
looking for a committed disabled person for the 
position of Chief Executive. 


t Payments 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Social Services 


STAIRLIFT, STRAIGHT 
14 stairs. Used for 8 months. Vgc, cost 


£2,300, will accept £1,500 — price to 
include transportation and reinstallation. 
Tel: 07989 846230 (Herts). 


EUROSLIDE STAIRLIFT, 4m, 13-step, straight. 
Hardly used, £800. Tel: 02920 512142. 


KIRTON CHAIR, FRESHFIELDS blue, ultima 
wide, transflow pressure cushion. £500. 


Tel: 01727 850100 (St Albans). 


WALK-IN PREMIER BATH 
with shower and spa, nearly new (10 
months old). Cost £5,000. Keen seller, all 
offers considered. Also power wheelchair 
(Cruiser 4E). £1,100 ono. Tel: 023 9246 5639. 


THERAPOSTURE ELECTRIC RECLINING 


armchair. Cost new £1,400, will accept 
£400. Tel: 01753 573476. 


KINGKRAFT EASIBATH, raise/lower facility 
with drop side, shower head, thermostat- 
ic controls. £1,000. Tel: 01664 822777. 


DISABILITY OPTIONS TEAM 


Disability Counsellor 


£4,478 - £5,168 per annum inc 
One day a week 


A specialist service of Tower Hamlets Community NHS Trust, the 
Disability Options Team is an inter-disciplinary team comprising of 
a range of professionals who work closely with one another to meet 
the health and social needs of adults with physical disabilities. Our 
clients have complex physical conditions, usually with related social, 
emotional, or behavioural problems than can have a profound 
impact on their independence and quality of life. That’s why you'll 
be an essential team member, making counselling a unique and 
critical contribution to the client's care and helping to shape the 
teams approach to rehabilitation and disability management. 


You'll provide a confidential counselling service to individual clients 
who have the potential to benefit from and the willingness to 
engage in counselling. You'll visit clients in the most appropriate 
setting, usually in their home. Together with another Disability 
Counsellor and the team’s Clinical Psychologist, you will provide 
advice and support to other professionals in the team regarding 
the psychological issues relating to disability. 


You will have at least two years’ counselling experience, preferably 
with people with physical disabilities or a similar client group. 

A strong commitment to team working is essential, but you must 
also be self-directed and organised. Above all, you must be an 
active listener with the insight and experience to develop a 
positive rapport with disabled people. 


For an informal discussion, please contact Dr. Jane Woodrow on 


020 7377 7841. 


For an application pack, please contact the Personnel 
Department, Mile End Hospital, Bancroft Road, London E1 4DG 
or telephone 020 8980 4074 (24 hour ansaphone) or email 
justine.adams@thht.org Please quote Ref: DOT/JA/S5O. 


Closing date: 7th July 2000. 


cD 


TOWER HAMLETS HEALTHCARE 
NHS Trust 


BREAKTHROUGH UK LTD 


Working Towards 
Equal Opportunities 


BEVC, Aked Close, Ardwick, Manchester, 


M12 4AN, 


We are an exciting initiative controlled by disabled people and providing 
training, employment and independent living support to disabled people. 


Having spent two years developing and refining our current services, 
including service delivery and research, we are now recruiting for a 
New Ventures Manager, who will be a significant part of our Senior 
Management Team and will report direct to the Chief Executive. 


The successful New Ventures Manager will - 


e advise on disability issues throughout the organisation, 

e contribute to strategic development in line with company aims 

e be responsible for the development and implementation of new ventures 
and projects, in line with our plans and principles, 


The post is 35 hours per week. Salary is £22,330 pa. 


Suitably qualified disabled people will be interviewed first for this post. 
No formal qualifications are required: relevant experience will be significant. 


Please send us an A4 SAE (41p stamp) for details, stating format required 


for application pack, eg tape or disk. 


Closing date for all applications is Monday 24 July. 
Interviews will be held on 10 August 2000. 


MOTORISED ADJUSTABLE BEDS — 2 pair 
linked making double bed. Easily separat- 
ed to singles, 80x198cm. Beech slatted 
base, pocketsprung mattresses, mattress 
covers, fitted sheets. As new, only 
6 months use. Cost £1,925, accept £975 
ono (£500 each). Tel: 01342 323981. 


TERRY HARMONY LIFT, installed second 
hand in Dec 99. Can be seen working. Buyer 
removes. £4,000 ono. Tel: 01424 423575. 


¢ Wanted 


YOUNG MAN SEEKS WORK 
Any business opportunities considered. 
Working in small office or from home. I 
am mobile and can travel. Call Nick. 
Tel/Fax: 01707 874795. 


CARTERS LARGE FRONTWHEEL drive 


wheelchair spares wanted: 16in back can- 
vas and seat, and 6in diameter tyres. 
NHS no longer able to supply. Tel: 020 
8748 1186 (answerphone). 


FOR AUGUST: FEMALE care assistant for 
fortnightly weekends (live in Friday Spm 
until Sunday 7pm). For busy lady wheel- 
chair user and cat! Would suit student, 
must be a n/s and driver. £140 gross. 
Waterlooville, Hants. Tel: 023 9226 1229. 


OLD WHEELCHAIRS, walkers or other aids 
wanted. Jigsaw are sending a container 
to centres for disabled children in the 
Cape Town townships. The products we 
discard really can help other children. 
Please help. Contact Jigsaw (reg’ charity 
no 1080098). Tel: 023 9225 4729, e-mail: 
patricia.bailey@talk21.com 


° Accommodation : 


3-BED, 2-BATH, detached bungalow in 
Crook, County Durham. Fully converted 
for wheelchair. Bathroom with walk-in 
shower. Ramped paths around property. 
South facing rear garden, driveway park- 
ing. £80,000 ono. Tel: 01833 695044. 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 35 to 39) 


Employment Support 
for Disabled People 


The Employment Service can provide employment and job retention advice to disabled 
people who are facing additional employment barriers associated with their disability. 


Disability Employment Advisers (DEAs) can provide: 


employment assessment 


job seeking advice and support 


information on specialist employment programmes for disabled people 


advice on remaining in work 


For more information get in touch with your local Jobcentre 


_ Criteria for the post hi 

_ they're after - whether it’s to increasing the number 

- telephone fundraising or ' of staff and volunteers who 
canvassing, HR or finance, .are disabled. So, if you see 
IT systems or retail or working 
directly with children and 
young people. All these 
functions serve Britain’s 
largest children’s charity 
and are essential to make 
a practical difference to the 
lives of children or young 
people and their families. 


interested in, don’t hesitate 
for a second. Alternatively 
contact our job information 
line on Tel: 020 8498 7009 
(24 hour answerphone) or 
Minicom: 020 8498 7079 
quoting reference: DN1. 


Barnardo's 


GIVING CHILDREN BACK THEIR FUTURE 


Payday Services Limited 


Payday Services provides payroll services for 
voluntary and non-profit making organisations, 
home carers, charities (no VAT) and SMEs. 


We do everything necessary for you to pay 


your employees correctly. ointto, 
Fees from £98pa (incl VAT) <) 


The Studio, Benefield Road, Brigstock NN14 3ES 


Tel: 01536 373111 Fax: 01536 373123 


Employment ® 
Service 


e For sale 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 

Adam Price.We also supply and . 
install all forms of access equipment. new J Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


01202 814112 High Quality Fair prices 


adam.price@lineone.net Information Phone 01993 842885 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue Extra Strong Playpens. 
° Extra Large Stairgates. 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 113 2.0, petrol, 1996 P, 46k miles, yellow. Lowered floor entrance, swivel seat in 
front, two seats in rear, winch £12,995 
Renault Kangoo Car RXE 1.4, petrol, 2000 V, 5k miles, met’ green. Top of the range, ex-demonstrator, new 
full lowered floor, WAV conversion £11,495 
Skoda Cube 1.6, petrol, 1999 T, delivery miles only, white. New conversion including lowered floor, 
lightweight vision style ramp. Big saving on new price at £10,995 
Ford Courier 1.8, diesel, 1997 R, 18k miles, white. New lowered floor, WAV conversion £10,495 
Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1995 M, white. Lowering suspension, lowered floor, raised roof £6,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1998 R, 28k miles, red. New WAV conversion with vision 
style ramp, 4 passengers, driver and wheelchair passenger £11,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1995 M, green. WAV conversion, 4 passengers, driver and 


wheelchair £9,750 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 
Pre-owned stock Fife KY15 4LG 
180° Carmobility car seat £300 Tel: (01334) 657722, 
Wyma wheelchair carrier (roof) £380 | e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
Parry Hoist £480 website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


cca 95 Bonnygate, Cupar, 
Mobility Aids For Cars aGlenea gles 
Elap seats £200 each fax: (01334) 657711, aay 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at sta 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk |. C O n d itl O ns 
All adverts must comply with the 


e Services British Code of Advertising Practice. 


Box Numbers can be requested for 
non-personal adverts. However, it 
may limit the response to it. If 
you want to advertise documents, 
goods or services contact Richard 
Gresham (tel: 020 7619 7336) or 
Patrick Durham-Matthews (tel: 020 
7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Linage adverts can only be used by 
private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to 
Richard Gresham (see contact 
details above). 


AGES Community Care 


Are you older and/or disabled? 
Do you need an extra pair of 
hands around the house? 
We specialise in 24hr care, 
365 days a year. 

e Personal care 

@ Respite care 

e@ Housework 

e Shopping 

@ Live in companion 
For a free no obligation, 


no commitment assessment of 
your needs, ring AGES on 


0208 646 7649 


E-mail: AGES @ Communitycare.freeserve.co.uk 


DN cannot except responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts, artwork 
or letters during postage. It is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to 
check the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any abbreviations 
cannot be misunderstood. 


All staff carefully vetted for your assurance 
Registered in England and Wales 
Reg. No. 3665912 
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¢ Business opportunit | 


Run your own business from 
home - with a PC and phone 
= 20 hours per week 
® Minimal start-up costs 
= Earn £21kafter 1st year’s trading 
® Full training in your own home 
For more information call 
Helen Holdsworth 


HG Language Clubs, tel:01722.780966 


DN is not responsible for claims made in 
the advertisements it prints and all 
readers are advised to check claims with 
the advertisers before relying on them. 


¢ Personal 


lone? Why? You needn’t be! 
Any adult, any age, anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 


P= 


' or married — choose your own ideal relationship 
, to share all life's activities or needs of which you 
1 feel you are deprived. Your solution begins with: 


cutout 


OD Handidate 

a 4 A member of ABIA 

For disabled and able-bodied people 
Established 1987 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington 
Centre, 52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2BR 
Tel: 01473 226950 Fax: 01473 254030 
E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
www.btinternet.com/~handidate 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


VEHICLES BOUGHT AND SOLD 


Selection of 20-25 mostly one 
owner low mileage vehicles in 
stock from £3,000 - £15,000. 


For full dealer facilities 
contact Graham Clarke 


01634 243596 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned 
company. our speciality is adapted vans for 
the disabled driver, disabled passenger and 
— fen groups of disabled passengers, We 
have been successful in adapting vans to 
allow those with severe disabilities to 
continue to drive independently. In addition, 
we have a full range of equipment for 
disabled people. VanFare, USA is 
competitively priced and will do its best to 
meet your needs and budget. 
http://www.tlac.net/users/vanfare 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
020 8200 0502 


Citroen Berlingo 1.8 Multyspace, 
Brotherwood conversion, 1999 “V”, 
3k miles, 4 seats and wheelchair, 
power steering, air/con, 
as new - £13,695 
Fiat Fiorino 1.7 diesel, 1999 “V”, 
low floor, 2k miles - £10,495 
Fiat Fiorino 1994 “M” - £4,250 


Leith Autos 


ZO0OO 


Classified deadlines 
for the August issue: 


Booking deadline is 
14 July 
Copy deadline is 
18 July 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 35 to 39) 


Learning and Skills Council for England (LSC) 


The Learning and Skills Council for England (LSC) will be a new Non-Departmental Public Body which will operate from April 2001, subject to the | 
passage of legislation by Parliament. The LSC will be the leading body in the development of post-16 education and training, with an annual | 
budget of £6 billion and responsibility for 6 million learners. It will be directed by a National Council and advised by its Adult Learning and Young | 
People’s National Committees. It will operate through 47 local Councils. The National and local Councils will each have 12 - 16 members, and the | 


two Committees will each have 10 - 14 members. Each position will carry a time commitment of 12 - 15 days a year. 


Local Council members 


Local Councils will make the key decisions on 
the allocation of LSC funding locally. They will 
have significant local discretionary budgets, 

including funds to drive up the quality of local 


Adult Learning Committee 
and Young People’s 
Committee members 

The Committees will advise the National 


National Council members 


Members will work closely with the Chair and 
the Chief Executive to ensure the effective and 
| efficient operation of a devolved and motivated 
organisation. The Council will be responsible 


Councils. 


payable. 


for developing and implementing a strategy to 
meet the current and future learning and skills 
| needs of the nation, for steering the 
development and operations of the LSC, and 

| for setting the framework for its 47 local 


| Successful candidates will be appointed by 
the Secretary of State for Education and 
Employment. A fee of £4,000 per annum is 


Quote reference: LSC07 


education and training, and will play an 
important role in working with employers to 
develop the current and future workforce. They 
will also work with wider partnerships to 
contribute, through their learning and skills 
activities, to economic development and 
regeneration. 


Appointments will be made by the LSC National 
Council, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of State for Education and 

Employment. These are unpaid positions, but 
expenses will be paid. 


Quote reference: LSCO08 


Council on all aspects of the LSC’s 
responsibilities for Adult and Young People’s 
learning. They will work closely with a wide 
range of partners to ensure that the 
Committees’ work is appropriately informed. 


Appointments will be made by the LSC 
National Council, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of State for Education and 
Employment. These are unpaid positions, but 
expenses will be paid. 


Quote reference: LSCO9 for the Adult 
Learning Committee and L$€10 for the 
Young People’s Committee. 


For an information pack and details of how to apply, please visit our website at: www. dfee. gov.uk/post16/Iscappointments; or write quoting the appropriate 
reference number to: LSC Appointments Team, Learning and Skills Council Policy Division, DfEE, W3c, Moorfoot, Sheffield $1 4PQ; or e-mail: 


Isc.appointments@dfee.gov.uk 
The closing date for applications is 7 July 2000. 


Applications are particularly welcomed from people with disabilities, members of ethnic minority groups and women. 
THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS 


ON MERIT BY FAIR AND OPEN PROCESSES, TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


cHelays 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quaters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: Clifftop 
park with “excellent” status. New Milton, 
Hampshire. Excellent site facilities within 100 
yards, with indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, 
take-away. Fully equipped, two bedroom, fully 
wheelchair accessible log cabin accommodation. 
Sleeps 6. Well furnished. Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE: Park with “good” status, 
Goodrington Sands, Devon. Excellent site 
facilities within short walk, with indoor/ 
outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. 
Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, fully wheelchair 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6, well 
appointed. Free club membership. (Purchased 
with funds from the National Lottery). 


MILDENREATH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Excellent seaside site with good facilities, 
just outside Looe in Cornwall. Restaurant, 
clubhouse, indoor pool. Fully equipped and 
wheelchair accessible 2 bedroom chalet 
accommodation. Sleeps 6 — well furnished and 
comfortable. Free club membership. 


Details: Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055 


Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association. 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


Continued on page 39 
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Special Families Home Swap Register 
for physically disabled people. Swap your adapted 
home with others for breaks and holidays worldwide. 


Tel/Fax: 01752 347577/344611, 


E-mail: specialfamiliestrust@care4free.net 


Shaftesbury, Dorset. Award winning holiday cottages, 
cat 1, 2 and 3. Working family farm in beautiful countryside. 
“Best views in Dorset”, tremendous character, log fires, C.H 

old beams. Accessible swimming, some aids and support services 
available, Colour brochure. Mrs Sue Smart, Hartgrove Farm, 
Hartgrove, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 0JY, tel: 01747 811830, 
fax: 01747 811066, e-mail: cottages@hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Bramble Cottage 
purpose built for wheelchair access with level 
access. En-suite facilities with all ‘mod cons’ to 
the highest standard. Situated on a highland 
working croft 4 miles from Inverness. It makes 
an ideal touring base. 
Further information 01463 731455 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room, Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. Book now for 2000. 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or 
e-mail: ed.passant@mail.com 


NORTH CUMBRIA 
Cosy/well equipped lakeshore lodges (2 b’room). 
Idyllic, peaceful & wonderful nature, Wheelchair friendly 
lodge and walks around lake & private nature reserve. 
Free use of wheely boat. Great fly fishing. 


01228 $7666 
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ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 


on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel, Nr Norwich 


¢ Listed manor house * Wheelchair accessible 
throughout ¢ Ceiling hoists etc * 11 acres of 
grounds « Friendly atmosphere * Good food 
¢ Minibus ¢ Special interest breaks and holiday offers 


Tel: 01508 489324 Fax: 01508 488409 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 

http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 

editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
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Department for 
Education and Employment 


BOROUGH OF POOLE 


Independent Living Co-ordinator 
£18,372 - £20,967 * Post No: ZZII17 


The Independent Living Co-ordinator will have a responsibility to work with other Borough 
of Poole Service Units, voluntary organisations and residents, to promote the concept of 
disability rights and independence. 
The Post: 
* enabling eligible users to join our Direct Payments Scheme * assisting in the development 
and growth of the scheme * designing and delivering training to new and existing users 
* supporting users in the recruitment of personal assistants, responsibilites as employers, 
managing funds, peer support etc. 
You must have: 
¢ 5 GCSE’s including English and Maths or equivalent * numeracy and computer literacy 
skills * knowledge of direct payments and the issues of independent living * the ability to 
work on your own initiative and have good communication skills * the ability to arrange 
appropriate transport between work locations - casual car user payments may apply 
Disabled people are particularly under-represented within this service area, therefore we 
would positively welcome applications from disabled people. 
For an informal discussion about the post contact John Dermody on 
(01202) 633621 or e-mail j.dermody@poole.gov.uk 
Closing date for this post is 7th July 2000 

An Application Form & Job Description can be obtained from: 

Personnel & Training Services, Civic Centre, Poole, Dorset, 

BH15 2RU, or call our 24 hour JobLine on (01202) 633474/633482. 

E-mail: jobs@poole.gov.uk ye ABQ, 

Please quote: Publication, the post number £ 24 & 

and your full postal address 3 VA (‘s 


NEW! See our vacancies on our : a 
website: www.poole.gov.uk/vacancies sap 


POOLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


IT'S A BEAUTIFUL PLACE 


Disability Now is not responsible for claims made in the 
advertisements it prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers before relying on them. 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 35 to 39) 


Classified 39 


ee WECIL 


West of England Centre 
for Inclusive Living 


seeks a Disabled person as 


m@ 35 hours per week 


@ 6% contributory 
pension 


@ 30 days leave 


Director (£28,149 - £31,578) 


Do you believe that Disabled people have a right to quality services? Are 
you committed to the CIL movement? Do you enjoy the challenge of 
managing staff and budgets? Are you able to think strategically and 
co-ordinate a wide range of diverse activities? 


If so, this could be the job for you! This is a challenging post and 


For application pack 


please contact: And.... 


CILs in the country. 


would provide a good career move, managing one of the largest 


Finance and Buildings Manager (£22,659 - £26,091) 


Wendy Tyler 

WECIL Ltd. 

Leinster Avenue 
Knowle 

Bristol BS4 1AR 
Tel: 0117 903 8902 
(voice and minicom) 


Closing date: Monday 24 July 2000. 


Transcriptions Officer 
NIC Grade 5 £15,210 to £16,680 


. 4 
: : iy > 
As a result of the extension of our National “bieg pe? 


Lottery grant for a further three years, BCODP is now seeking a 
Transcriptions Officer to take forward the work of making 
information within the disabled people’s movement, fully 
accessible. You will already have experience in providing 
accessible information in a range of formats and you will be 
required to use that expertise to help make our information 
accessible. However, you will also research and advise on 
improved access as well as acting as a resource for our member 
groups in helping them to make their information more accessible. 
You will require good communication skills using modern 
communication media. You will be focused and motivated in 
taking forward this important work. 


This post is open to all disabled people and is on a three year, fixed 
term contract. The post is based in Derby and is open to job share. 
Please apply to Brian Hicks or Gurbaksh Dosanjh stating your 
preferred format for the information pack for this post. 


Closing date for applications is 14 July 2000. 


Requests for an applicat 


e Research 


Got a job? 


Disabled researchers are seeking disabled 
people in work to take part in important 
research. We are finding out about how disabled people manage to survive 
and thrive in their jobs - what tactics they use and ideas they put into 
practical action to overcome barriers in the workplace. 


Breakthrough UK Ltd, a Manchester-based employment organisation controlled 
by a majority of disabled people, has been given money for this research by 
the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. The work is based on the social model of 
disability, and the research team is keen to include a wide range of disabled 
people in different types of jobs. 


If you have been in work for at least three years and are interested in taking 
part in this research, the researchers would be pleased to hear from you. 
Please contact us and we will send you further information in your preferred 
format: 


Ms JA Price/Ms LM Child 
Breakthrough UK Ltd/JRF Research Project, Equality Associates, Maritime 
House, Basin Road North, Hove, East Sussex BN41 1WR 

E-mail: EqAssResearch@aol.com 
Fax: 01273 704875 

Phone (voice/text): 01273 704874 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


This is a key post for WECIL, managing a complicated financial system 
and playing a key part in the organisation’s management team. 


Preference will be given to suitably experienced Disabled candidates. 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under-represented 
groups (eg Black Disabled people, Disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


Disabled Parents Network 
(an amalgamation of ParentAbility and Parents Too!) 
Volunteer Development Worker 
Part-time: 17.5 hours per week. 
Salary: £10,000 pa (2 year project) 


New national organisation has a pioneering job 
opportunity for a resourceful person committed to 
the social model of disability. The post involves 
strengthening its organisational base by supporting 
a nationwide network of volunteers and developing 
a volunteer strategy. 


Work is based in or around London but requires 
travel within the UK. 


Disabled parent applicants especially welcome. 
Equal opportunities employer. 
For further information, tel; 0870 241 0450. 


For an application pack, please send a 39p stamp to: 
DPN Recruitment Officer, 10 Poplars Close, Keyworth, 
Nottingham NG12 5HL. - 


Closing date: 10 July 2000. 
DPN and DPPi work co-operatively with each other. 


¢ Holidays 


CareFREE HoLipays IN FRANCE & SPAIN 
Summers in France, winters in Spain 
Time to relax and forget about rain 
Fully wheelchair accessible accommodation 
Minibus for transfers and daily excursions 
Good home cooking and complementary 
wine with meals 


For brochure call 020 8205 6778 


e-mail: bartlamcarefree@worldonline.fr 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, WMG A 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire cm 
with hand controls, adapted pie 

vans and plenty toseeanddo. 

Contact: David Player ae 
Tel: 00 351 289 393636 ee 
Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 


FREEDOM OF THE GLEN HOTELS 


Choose from 3 hotels in spectacular 
lochside settings near Fort William. 
Enjoy the freedom to select the hotel 
which sets the right atmosphere for your 
break. A choice of 10 rooms with disabled 
facilities, around the loch. 

E-mail: reservations @ freedomglen.co.uk 
Tel: 01855 8215821, Fax: 01855 821463 


www.freedomglen.co.uk 


aS 


Se > Would you like to 
™. © learn how to deliver 
“ training based on the 
Social Model of 
Disability, including practical 
issues of service delivery? 


Free 12 week certificated 
training course in Central 
London, Oct. start. 


Details from Tom Presland at Phab, 
Summit House, Wandle Road, 
Croydon CRO 1DF 

Tel: 020 8667 9443 

Fax: 020 8681 1399 

or email: phab@ukonline.co.uk 


6, 


RAKING, 


_ both self-help/user groups and he 1 th pr 


Support & Networks Project Manager 


Salary: £23,500pa Fixed term for three years 


Incontact is the UK organisation of people with bladder and bowel | 
problems. Incontact has been awarded a three-year grant by the 
National Lottery Charities Board to develop a nationwide network — 
of local initiatives to provide support and self-help for people 
affected by continence problems. — 


We are seeking a mature and self-motivated person to implement the 
eles & Networks Project. The Project Manager will develop and 
implement a training programme for local volunteers, and provide 
ongoing support and advice. The successful applicant will provide a 
bridge between consumers and health professionals in the project — 
areas, and will need excellent communication skills to inform and — 
motivate both groups. Knowledge and experience of working with 
sionals in the primary 


care setting, are essential. _ 


al. 


House, North Road, Lond 
Closing date: 17 July. 


Incontact is committed to promoting e 


¢ Tenders 


The Cabinet Office invites applicants to tender for sponsorship. It 
would like to select a range of sponsorship opportunities to promote 
the Civil Service as an employer that values diversity. 

The purpose of offering Civil Service sponsorship is to encourage 
those with disabilities to seek employment within the Civil Service 
and to demonstrate the Civil Service’s commitment to diversity 
issues. Through sponsorship of relevant awards/media/conferences/ 
events/organisations the Civil Service aims to raise its profile as an 
employer which values diversity in its workforce and that it is an 
open, inclusive and modern organisation keen to attract people from | 
under-represented groups. 


The Central Office of Information is acting on behalf of the Cabinet 
Office to manage the tender process. To apply for a tender | 
document write to: 


Mary Grills 
Sponsorship and Promotions Manager 
Central Office of Information 


Room 430 Go 

Hercules Road x 34 
London a eS 
SE1 7DU 


CABINET OFFICE 


e Courses 


Interested in Performing Arts? — 


SOLID FOUNDATIONS | 
Certificate in Higher Education 
Performing Arts for 

Disabled People 


LIPA 


THE LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE FOR PERFORMING ARTS 


1 Mount Street 
Liverpool 

L1 9HF 

0151 330 3000 


For further details contact Admissions: 0151 330 3084 
e-mail: admissions @lipa.ac.uk 
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